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FOR WHATSOEVER THINGS WERE WRITTEN 
AFORETIME, WERE WRITTEN /FOR OUR 
LEARNING, THAT WE THROUGH - PATIENCE | 
AND COMFORT OF THE SCRIPTURES MIGHT. 
HAVE HOPE. 


* 


VARIOUS methods have been employed, 
at different periods, and by different per- 
ſons, to convey uſeful knowledge to man- 
kind. The knowledge moſt uſeful and 
moſt important to man, is that of morals 
and religion. Theſe ſciences not only af- 
ford the moſt pleaſant and elevating ſubC- 

jects of meditation, but evidently poſſeſs a 
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very powerful influence over human hap- 


pineſs, both in the life which NSW 18, 


and in that which is to come. 


Tur principles of morality and religion 


have, by ſome, been delivered in ſhort, 


plain, and ſignificant ſentences ; and have 
been left to produce their effect, by their 
own weight and evidence. Public teach- 


ers have, at other times, taken pains to 


explain and enforce theſe principles; have 
demonſtrated their reaſonableneſs and 


utility; and have exhibited the criminality, 


the danger, and the miſery, of neglecting 
or tranſgreſſing them. The charms and 
graces of poetry have been employed to ſet 


off the native, modeſt beauties of truth 


and virtue, and allegory has ſpread her 


veil over them, in order to ſtimulate our 


ardour in the purſuit, and to heighten our 
pleaſure in the diſcovery. The penetra- 


tion of genius, the enchantment of elo- 


quence, and the creative energy of fancy 
have ſucceſſively lent their aid to thoſe 


gentle guides of human life, thoſe con- 


deſcending miniſters to human comfort. 
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LECT. I.] INTRODUCTORY LECTURE. 3 


Tux hiſtoric page, that faithful and 
true witneſs, has been unfolded. Ages 
and generations elapſed and gone, have 
been made to paſs in review; and the 
leſſons of religion and virtue have been 
forcibly inculcated, by a fair and impar- 
tial diſcloſure of the effects, which the 
obſervance or neglect of them have pro- 
duced on the affairs of men. And the 
pencil of hiſtory has enriched the can- 
vas, not only with men in groups, but 
ſelecting diſtinguiſhed individuals, deli- 
neating them in their juſt proportions, 
and enlivening them with the colours 
of nature, has exhibited a collection of 
ſtriking portraits, for our entertainment 
and inſtruction. In contemplating theſe 
we ſeem to expatiate in a vaſt gallery of 
family pictures, and take delight | in ob- 
ſerving and comparing the various fea- 
tures of the extenſive kindred, as they 
reſemble, or differ from each other; and 15 
through the phyſionomy piercing into the 
heart, we find them, though dead, yet | | 
ſpeaking and pleaſing companions. | 
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Tur Holy Scriptures poſſeſs an acknow- 
ledged ſuperiority over all other writings, 
in all the different kinds of literary com- 
poſition ; and in none more, than in that 
ſpecies of hiſtorical compoſition, which is 
called Bios RAPHVY, or a delineation of the 
fortunes, character, and conduct of parti- 
_ cular perſons: and that, whether the 
hiſtorians be themſelves the men whom 
they deſcribe and record ; or whether, 


from proper ſources of 1 they 


record the lives and actions of others. 


Tus Lectures, undertaken at your 
requeſt, and humbly ſubmitted to your 


candid and patient attention; and, per- 


mit me to add, intended for your religi- 


ous inſtruction and improvement, will, 
through the help of God, preſent you with 
a courſe of SacRED BIOGRA PHV, that is, 


the more particular and detached hiſtory 
of the lives of thoſe eminent and diſtin- 
guiſhed perſonages, whom Providence rai- 


ſed up, and whom the Holy Spirit has in 
the Scriptures of truth repreſented, either 


as patterns for us to imitate, or as objects 


of 
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of diſeſteem and averſion. We ſhall en- 
deavour to compare together thoſe which 
poſſeſs more obvious and ſtriking marks 
of reſemblance or of diſſimilitude; and 
they ſhall be brought, one after another, 
into compariſon with that pure and perfect 
example of all excellence, which was exhi- 
. bited by Him, who is“ holy, harmleſs, un- 
2 defiled, and ſeparate from ſinners.” 


Haeey will your Lecturer eſteem him- 
ſelf, if he ſhall in any meaſure attain, 
what he ardently deſires, the power of 
blending profit with delight, for your uſe; 
the power with which the lively Oracles 
of God furniſh him, that of rendering the 
errors and the vices, as well as the wiſdom 
and the virtue of others, beneficial unto 
you. 
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'In order to juſtify the deſign, for we 
preſume not to anſwer for the execution, | 
we ſhall endeavour to ſhew the propriety 4 
and uſefulneſs of this mode of inſtruction 
in general, and the peculiar advantages | 
which the ſacred Writers enjoy, in thus =—_ 
. A ; 1 of 
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communicating uſeful knowledge; and 
which we of courſe poſſeſs, in the diligent 
and attentive peruſal of their writings : 
and this ſhall ſerve as an antenne 
Lecture to the Courſe. 


Wr begin with attempting to ſhew the 
propriety and uſefulneſs of conveying in- 
ſtruction, by means of the hiſtorical re- 
preſentation of the character and conduct 
of individuals, as oppoſed to the object 1 
general * 


Now the profeſſed purpoſe of all hiſ- 
tory is, without fear or favour, without 
| partiality or prejudice, to repreſent men 
and things as they really are—that good- 
___neſs may receive its juſt tribute of praiſe, 
and vice meet its deſerved cenſure and con- 
demnation. It is evident, that this end 
is moſt eaſily, and moſt certainly attained, 
when our attention 1s confined to one par- 
| ticular object, or to a few at moſt. This 
may be judged of by the feelings and ope- 
rations of the mind, in the contemplation 
of other objects. 
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Wren, from the ſummit of ſome lofty 


mountain, we ſurvey the wide extended 


landſcape; though highly delighted, we 
feel ourſelves bewildered, and overwhelm- 
ed, by the profuſion and variety of beau- 
ties which Nature ſpreads around us. 
But when we enter into the detail of 
Nature; when we attend the footſteps 
of a friend through ſome favoured, beau- 
tiful ſpot, which the eye and the mind can 


take in at once; feeling ourſelves at eaſe, 


with undivided, undiſtracted attention we 
contemplate the whole; we examine and 
arrange the parts; the imagination 1s in- 
deed leſs expanded, but the heart is more 
gratified ; our pleaſure 1 1s leſs violent and 
tumultuous, but it is more intenſe, more 
complete, and continues much longer; 


what 1s loſt in reſpect of ſublimity, is 
en in perſpicuity, force, and duration. 


Takx another inſtance he ſtarry 
Heavens preſent a proſpect equally agree- 
able to every eye. The delights of a calm, 
ſerene evening, are as much reliſhed by 
the W and unlettered, as by the philo- 


A 3 ſopher. 
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ſopher. But who will compare the vague 


admiration of the child or the clown with 


the ſcientific joy of the aſtronomer, who 


can reduce into order, what to the untu- 
tored eye 1s involved in confuſion ; who 


can trace the path of each little ſtar; and, 


from their paſt appearances, can calculate, 


to an inſtant of time, their future oppo- 
ſitions and conjunctions? 


Oxce more :—It is highly gratifying to 


find ourſelves in the midſt of a public aſ- 


ſembly of agreeable people of both ſexes, 


and to partake of the general cheerfulneſs 


and benevolence. But what are the cheer- 


fulneſs and benevolence of a public aſſem- 


bly, compared to the endearments of friend- 
| ſhip, and the meltings of love? To enjoy 


theſe, we muſt retire from the croud, and 
have recourſe to the individual. In like 


manner, whatever ſatisfaction and im- 


provement may be derived from general 
hiſtories of mankind, which we would not 


be thought by any means to depreciate ; 


yet the hiſtory of particular perſons, if ex- 


ecuted with fidelity and ſkill, while it ex- 
erciſes 
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erciſes the judgment leſs ſeverely, ſo it 
fixes down the attention more cloſely, and 


makes 1ts way more directly and more for- 
cibly to the heart. 


To thoſe who are acquainted with this 
kind of writing, much need not be ſaid, 
to evince the ſuperior excellency of the 
ſacred Penmen. Biographers merely hu- 
man neceſſarily lie under many diſadvan- 
tages, and are liable to many miſtakes.— 
The lapſe of time is inceſſantly thicken- 
ing the veil which 1s ſpread over remote 
perſons and events. The materials of hiſ- 

tory lie buried, confounded, diſperſed, a- 
mong the ruins of antiquity; and cannot 
be eaſily diſtinguiſhed and ſeparated, even 
by the eye of diſcernment, and the hand 
of honeſty, from the rubbiſh of fiction. 
And as they are not always furniſhed by 
truth and nature, ſo neither are they al- 
ways ſelected with judgment, nor employ- 
ed with taſte and diſcretion. 


Mex, who only * the outſide, muſt of 
neceſſity infer the principles of human 
actions 
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actions from the actions themſelves. And 
yet no rule of judgment is more errone- 
ous: for experience aſſures us, that many, 
perhaps the greater part of our actions, 


are not the reſult of deſign, and are not 


founded on principle, but are produced by 
the concourſe of incidents which we could 


not foreſee, and proceed from paſſions 
| kindled at the moment. 


Bxsipks, every man fits down to write, 
whether of ages paſt, or of the preſent, 


of characters near or remote, with a bias 
upon his mind; and this he naturally en- 
deavours to communicate to his reader. 
All men have their favourite periods, 


cauſes, characters; which, of courſe, they 


ſtrive, at any rate, to embelliſh, to ſup- 
port, to recommend. They are equally 


ſubject to antipathies on the other hand, 


under the influence of which, they as na- 
turally ſtrive to depreſs, to expoſe, and to 
cenſure, what they diſlike. And as men 


write and ſpeak, ſo they read and hear, 


under the influence of prejudice and paſ- 


fion, Where the hiſtorian s opinions co- 


incide 
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incide with our own, we cheerfully allow 

him to be in the right ; when they differ, 
without heſitation we pronounce him to 

be miſtaken. | 5 


78. 
5 


MosrT of the writers of profane anci- 
ent hiſtory are chargeable with an abſur- 
dity, which greatly diſcredits the facts they 
relate, and reduces their works almoſt to 
the level of fable. They attempt too much; 
they muſt needs account for every thing; 
they conjecture when light fails them; and 
becauſe it is probable or certain that emi- 
nent men employed eloquence on impor- , 
tant public occaſions, their hiſtorians at 
the diſtance of many centuries, without 
record, or written document of any kind 
whatever, have, from the ample ſtore of a 
fertile imagination, furniſhed poſterity 
with the elaborate harangues of generals, 
ſtateſmen, and kings. — Theſe, it is ac- 
knowledged, are among the moſt ingeni- 
ous, beautiful, and intereſting of the traces 
of antiquity which they have tranſmitted 
to us: what man of taſte could bear to 
think of ſtripping theſe elegant perfor- 
1 55 mances 
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mances of one of their chief excellencies? 


But truth is always injured, by every the 


ſlighteſt connection with fable. The mo- 


ment I begin to read one of the animated 


ſpeeches of a hero or a ſenator, which 
were never compoſed, delivered, or writ- 
ten, till the hiſtorian aroſe, I feel myſelf 
inſtantly tranſported from the real thea- 


tre of human life, into a fairy region: 


I am agreeably amuſed, nay, delighted ; 


but the ſacred impreſs of truth 1s rendered 
fainter and feebler to my mind; and when 
J lay down the book, it is not the fire and 


addreſs of the ſpeaker, but the ſkill and 
ingenuity of the writer that I admire.--- 


Modern hiſtory, more correct and faith- 


ful than ancient, has fallen, however, into 


an abſurdity not much leſs cenſurable. 
IT mean that fanciful delineation of cha- 


racter, with which the account of certain 
periods, and the lives of diſtinguiſhed per- 


ſonages, commonly conclude; in which we 
often find a bold hypotheſis hazarded for 


the ſake of a point : and A ſtrong feature 


added to, or taken away from a character, 


merely 
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merely to helf p the author to round his 
period. 


FINALLY, a great part of profane hiſtory 


is altogether unintereſting to the bulk 


of mankind.---The events recorded are 
removed to a vaſt diſtance, and have 


entirely ſpent their force. The actors ex- 


hibited are either too lofty to admit of our 
approach, with any intereſt or ſatisfaction 
to ourſelves; too brutal to be conſidered 
without diſguſt, or too low to be worthy 


of our regard. The very ſcenes of action 
are become inacceſſible or unknown; are 


altered, obliterated, or diſregarded. 


Where Alexander conquered, and how 


Cæſar fell, are to us mere nothings. 


Bur on opening the ſacred Volume, 


all theſe obſtructions in the way of know- 
ledge, of truth, of pleaſure, and of im- 
provement, inſtantly diſappear. Length 
of duration can oppoſe no cloud to that 


intelligence, with which © a thouſand 
years are as one day, and one day as a 


cc Solas : 
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te thouſand years.“ The human heart is = 

there unfolded to our view, by him, 3 
Who knows what is in man,” and 
* whoſe eyes are in every place, beholding 
| <« the evil and the good.” The men and 


the events therein repreſented are univer- 3 
fally and perpetually intereſting, for they | 
are blended with the things which ac- | 
* company falvation,” and affect our ever- 
laſting peace. There, the writers, whe- 
ther they ſpeak of themſelves or of other 
men, are continually under the direction 
of the Spirit of all truth and wiſdom. 
Theſe venerable men, though ſubject to 
like paſſions with others, there, ſpeak not 
of themſelves, but from God; for the 
% prophecy came not in old time by the 
ce. will of man; but holy men of God 
<« ſpake as they were moved by the Holy 
* Ghoſt. * And all Scripture is given by 
= _ « Inſpiration of God, and is profitable for 
= * doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for 
« jnſtruction in righteouſneſs ; that the 
e man of God may be perfect; thoroughly 
e furniſhed unto all good works,” 1 
Having - 
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Havins premiſed theſe things, we will 
proceed next Lord's day, if God permit, to 
the execution of our plan; and ſhall be- 
gin, as the order both of Nature and of 

| Scripture preſcribe, with the hiſtory of 
Adam, the venerable father and founder 
f 5 of the human race. 


Men, Brethren, and Fathers, we are 
about to ſtudy the lives of other men; 
but it concerns us much more to look well 
to our own. Our forefathers were ; we 
are. The curtain has dropped, and has 
hid ages and generations paſt from our 
eyes. Our little ſcene is going on; and 
mult likewiſe ſpeedily cloſe, We are not 
indeed, perhaps, furniſhing materials for 
hiſtory. When we die, obſcurity will pro- 

| bably ſpread the veil of oblivion over us. 
But let it be ever remembered by all, that 
every man's life is of importance to him- 
ſelf, to his family, to his friends, to his 
country, and in the ſight of God. They 
are by no means the beſt men, who have 
made moſt noiſe in the world; neither 
are thoſe actions moſt deſerving of praiſe, | 
| which N 


16 INTRODUCTORY LECTURE. [LECT, I. 


Which have obtained the greateſt ſhare of 
fame. Scenes of violence and blood; the 
workings of ambition, pride and revenge, 
compoſe the annals of men. But piety 
and purity, temperance and humility, 
which are little noticed and ſoon forgot- 
ten of the world, are held in everlaſting 
remembrance before God. And happy 
had it been for many of thoſe, whoſe _ 
names and deeds have been tranſmitted to 
us with renown, if they had never been 
born. 


Ox corruption ſubdued is a victory in- 
finitely more deſirable, and more truly ho- 
nourable, than a triumph gained amidſt 
the confuſed noiſe of ten thouſand warri- 
ors, and as many garments rolled in blood; 
for © he that is ſlow to anger 1s better 
ee than the mighty: and he that ruleth his 
« ſpirit than he that taketh a city.” * 
Remember, my friends, that to be a child 
of God is far more honourable than to be 


deſcended from kings; ; and that a Chriſ- 
tian 


Prov. xvi. 32. 
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tian is a much higher character than a 


| hero;--- And let this conſideration influ- 
ence all that you undertake, all that you 


do. Act as if the eyes of Cato were al- 


ways upon you, was the precept given, 


and the motive urged, to the Roman 
youth, in order to excel in virtue. The 


eyes of God are in truth continually upon 
you. Live then as in his ſight; and know- 


ing that every action as it is performed, 


every word as it is ſpoken, and every 


thought as it ariſes, is recorded in the book 
of God's remembrance, and muſt come 


into judgment, keep thy heart with all 
« diligence,” ſet a watch on the door of 
thy lips, © and whether you eat or drink, 

* or whatſoever you do, do all to the glory 


© of God.“ 


WI are about to review ages paſt, and 
to converſe with men long ſince dead. 
And the period is faſt approaching, when 
time itſelf ſhall be ſwallowed up; when 
Adam and his youngeſt ſon ſhall be con- 


temporaries; when the myſtery of Provi- 


dence ſhall be cleared up, the myſtery of 


VOL. Is B grace 
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grace finiſhed, and the ways of God fully 


vindicated to men. In the humble and 
ſolemn expectation of that great event, 


knowing and believing the Scriptures, and 


the power of God, let us ſtudy to live a 
life of faith and holineſs upon the Son of 
God; * redeeming the time, becauſe the 
days are evil,” and “ working out our 
te own ſalvation with fear and trembling.” 


And may the God of our Fathers be our 


God, and the God of our offspring, and 


conduct us through the dangerous and 
difficult paths of human life, and through 
the valley of the ſhadow of death, to his 
on * preſence, where there is fulneſs of 
joy, and to his right hand, where there 


<* are pleaſures for evermore.” Amen. 
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| GENESIS v. 5. 

AND ALL THE DAYS THAT ADAM LIVED, WERE 1 
NINE HUNDRED AND THIRTY YEARS, AND "i 
HE DIED. | 1 5 Wh 


F to trace the origin of particular na- 
tions; if to mark, and to account for, 
the riſe and progreſs of empire, the revo- 4 
lutions of ſtates, the diſcovery of new = 
worlds, be an intereſting, pleaſant, and f 1 
uſeful exerciſe of the human mind; how _ a 
_ amuſing, intereſting, and inſtructive muſt ll 
it be, to trace HUMAN NATURE itſelf up to 
its ſource! Placed beneath the throne of 9 | 
God, it is pleaſing to obſerve how the as 
| heavens and the earth took their begin- 0 i 
ning; and by what means this globe was 14 
at firſt peopled, and continues to be filled 
| 5 -..-—with -.* 
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with men.---If there be a natural, and not 


illaudable propenſity, in individuals, to 


dive into the pedigree of their families; 
and in nations, to fix that of their princes, 


heros, and legiſlators; is it poſſible to want 
curioſity, or to miſs entertainment, when 


the hiſtory of the venerable Father of all 
Men is preſented to our attention—that 
of Adam, to whom we feel ourſelves cloſely 


allied by condition and by blood, however 


unconnected we may ſeem to be with moſt. 
of the collateral branches of the family: 

of whoſe nature we all partake: by whoſe 
conduct we are all affected; and in the 
conſequences of whoſe actions we are all 
to this day involved ? 


Ix purſuing this important enquiry, 
we have Gop himſelf for our guide, and 
we plunge into the dark regions of the 


remoteſt antiquity, lighted by that gra- 
CIOUS SPIRIT, to whom all nature ſtands 
confeſſed, and with whom the whole ex- 
tent of time is a ſingle point, an unchan- 


ging now. 


 Gop 
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Gop having framed and fitted up this 
vaſt fabrick, this magnificent palace, the 
earth, worthy of the inhabitant whom he 
deſigned to occupy it, and worthy of him- 
ſelf, having formed, arranged, and fruc- 
tified the various and innumerable vegeta- 
ble and animal tribes; having created, ſuſ- 1 
pended, and balanced the greater and the 9 
leſſer lights, and ſettled the economy of the Uh 
whole hoſt of Heaven; at length, with all 
the ſolemnity and majeſty of Deity, as with 

the maturity of deliberation, as with a pe- 
culiar effort of divine power and {kill, He | 
deſigns and produces Apa, the firſt of i 
men. When the earth is to be faſhioned, 1 
and the ocean to be poured into its ap- 4 
pointed bed; when the firmament is tobe |} 
expanded, and ſuns to be lighted up, God 1 
ſays, let them be, and they are created. But | 
when Man is to be made, the creating 
Power ſeems to make a ſolemn pauſe, re- 
tires within himſelf, looks for a model by 
which to frame this exquiſite piece of 
workmanſhip, and finds it in himſelf.— 1 
* And God ſaid, Let us make man in our i; g 
image, after our likeneſs; and let them Wi 
Bi | * hay Lf 
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« have dominion over the fiſh of the ſea, 
ce and over the fowl of the air, and over 
te the cattle, and over all the earth, and 
ce over every creeping thing that creepeth 
upon the earth. So God created man 
* in his own image, in the image of God 
© created he him, male and female created 
ec he them.” * 


Tnus then was brought into exiſtence, 
the father and founder of the human 
race. —And O, how fair muſt that form 
have been, which the fingers of God 
framed, without the intervention of a 
ſecond cauſe! How capacious that ſoul 
which the breath of God immediately in- 
| ſpired !—But glorious and perfect as he 
is, Adam, upon his very firſt reflection, 
feels himſelf a dependant and a limited 
being. No ſooner has his eye aſcended 
to God who made him, than it returns to 
the earth from whence he was taken; 
and the very firſt excurſion of reaſon in- 
forms him that he 1s at the diſpoſal of 


another, 


* Gen, i. 26, 27. 
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another, and reſtrained by a law.— He 
receives a whole globe, over which he is 
permitted an unlimited ſovereignty ; but 
one tree 1s reſerved, as a token of his ſub- 
jection. Every plant in Paradiſe offers 1t- 
ſelf to gratify his ſenſe, every animal does 
homage at his feet ; but the ſight of one 
kind of fruit in the midſt of the garden 
- continually reminds him, that he himſelf 
is dependant upon, and accountableto God; 
and while ſix parts of time are allowed for 
his own employments and delights, the 
ſeventh is ſet a part, ſacred to his Maker, 


 BxnorLD him then taking poſſeſſion of 
his fair inheritance, of his vaſt empire, 


in all the majeſty of unclouded reaſon, 
all the beauty of perfect innocence ; poſ- 


ſeſſed of every bodily, of every mental en- 


dowment. His numerous vaſſals of the 
brute creation preſent themſelves before 
him : at one glance he diſcovers their na- 
ture and qualities, and gives them ſui- 


table names.-—But, while he 1s inveſted 


in the property of a world, he receives it 


as a charge for which he is to be reſpon- 


ſible : © The Lord God took the man, and 
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put him into the garden of Eden, to keep 
« it;” and he, for whom God and Na- 
ture had produced all things in a luxu- 
riant abundance, has nevertheleſs employ- 
ment aſſigned him; he is placed in the Ez 
garden to re it. And can any of his A 
degenerate ſons then dream of 1ndependent | ; 
property ; or reckon want of employment I 
to be an honourable diſtinction? 5 3 


Brnol p him accepting his charge with 
ſubmiſſion and gratitude ; entering on his 6 
employment with alacrity and joy; ſur- _ 
veying his ample portion with compla- 

cency and delight. The proſecution of 
his pleaſant taſk unfolds to him ſtill new 
wonders of divine power and ſkill. The 
flower, and the ſhrub, and the tree, diſ- J 
cloſe their virtues, uſes, and ends, to his ; 
obſerving eye. Every beaſt of the field i 
ſpontaneouſly miniſters to his pleaſure or 

his advantage; all the hoſt of Heaven ö 
ſtands revealed to his capacious ſoul; and 

God himſelf, the great Lord of all, delights 

in him, and converſes with him as a Fa- 

ther and a Friend. 


Bur 
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BuT yet he 1s alone: and therefore, 


even in Paradiſe, but half bleſſed. The 


exulting heart of man pants for commu- 
nication of ſatisfaction, and the rich pro- 
fuſion of Eden 1s but half reliſhed and en- 
joyed, becauſe there is no partaker with 
him. Being corporeal and earthly, he is 


unfit for the ſociety of pure ſpirits ; being 


rational and divine, he 1s above the ſociety 
of the moſt ſagacious of the ſubject tribes. 
« For Adam,” in the wide extended crea- 
tion; „there was not found an help meet 
ce for him.” But no ſooner is the want felt, 


than it is ſupplied. God, who does no- 
thing imperfectly, at length makes the 
_ happineſs of Paradiſe complete, and fills 
up the meaſure of Adam's joy. And 
ce the Lord God cauſed a deep ſleep to fall 


* upon Adam, and he ſlept : and he took 
© one of his ribs, and cloſed up the fleſh 


ee inſtead thereof. And the rib which the 


“Lord had taken from man, made he a 


© woman, and brought her unto the 
. 8 
man. ä | 


WAT 


* Gen. ii 21, 22. 
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Wuar an important era in the life 
of Adam! What a new diſplay of the 
Creator's power, and ſkill, and goodneſs ! 
How muſt the ſpirit of devotion be heigh- 
tened, now that man could join in /oc:a/ 
worſhip ! What additional ſatisfaction in 
contemplating the frame, order, and courſe 

of nature, now that he poſſeſſed the moſt 
_ exalted of human joys, that of conveying 
knowledge to a beloved object! Now that 
he can inſtruct Eve in the wonders of 
creation, and unfold to her their Maker's 
nature, perfections, and will! What a 
new flavour have the fruits which grow in 
the garden of God acquired, now that 
| they are gathered by the hand of conjugal 
WW. affection, and recommended to the taſte 
„ by the ſmile of complacency and love! — 
5 Ahl why were not joys like theſe per- 
| manent as they were pure? Was bliſs 
like this beſtowed but to be blaſted ? 
And muſt Adam's chief an ſue in 
5 his ruin? 
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to that awful revolution, which at length 
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took place in Adam's condition and cha- 


racter. Of the duration of his innocence 
and happineſs we have no account. His 
hiſtory now becomes blended with that 


of the wicked and malignant ſpirit, who 


had left his firſt. eſtate” of holineſs and 
felicity : and who, having artfully ſedu- 
ced our firſt parents from their innocence, 
expoſed them to the wrath of God, pro- 
cured their expulſion from Paradiſe, ren- 
dered them a prey to fear, ſhame, and re- 
morſe, and ſubjected them to pain, diſ- 
eaſe and death. 


Tux circumſtances of the caſe, ac- 


cording to the Scripture account of it, 


were theſe.—The Devil obſerved the ſer- 


pent to be an animal of peculiar ſagacity 


and penetration, and fixes on him as a 


fit inſtrument of ſeduction. Fearing a 


repulſe from the ſuperior firmneſs and N 
diſcernment of the Man, he watches for, 


and finds the unhappy moment, when 
the Woman, being ſeparated from her 
huſband, oppoſed to his wiles inferior 
powers of reaſon and intelligence, with 
f greater 
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greater ſoftneſs and pliancy. He ad- 


dreſſes himſelf to a principle in her na- 


ture, the immoderate indulgence of which 
has proved fatal to ſo many thouſands of 
her daughters, curigſity; curioſity, the in- 
veſtigator of truth, the mother of inven- 
tion; curioſity, the prompter to raſhneſs, 


the parent of danger, the guide to ruin. 


Having firſt gained her attention, he ex- 
cites her to doubt and to reaſon in the face 


of a poſitive command ; rouſes in her a 


ſpirit of pride and ambition; and at 


length perſuades her to make the fatal 
experiment. She eats of the prohibited 


tree, and, by tranſgreſſion, acquires the 
knowledge of evil, whereas ſhe had hither- 
to known only good. 


By what argumente Adam was pre- 
vailed upon to become a partner of her 


guilt, we are not informed. From the 
apology he made for his conduct, it is 


to be inferred that female inſinuation and 
addreſs miſled him from the law of his 


God. And thus were both ruined by the 
operation of principles in themſelves good 
| and 
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and uſeful; but carried to exceſs, un- 
checked by reaſon, unawed by religion. 
ue periſhed by a curious and ambitious 
| defire after a condition, for which God 
and Nature had not deſigned her, a deſire 
to be © as God, to know good and evil ;” 
Adam fell by complaiſance to his wife, | 
carried to unmanly weakneſs and com- = 
pliance, yielding to his ſubject, bidding 
defiance to his Sovereign. | 
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Axp what words can expreſs, what = 
heart can conceive the bitter change ! All 1 
his poſterity have experienced the melan- 
choly tranſition from health to ſickneſs, 
from eaſe to pain: very many have paſſed 
from affluence to indigence, from glory to 

ſhame, and not a few have exchanged em- 
pire itſelf for baniſhment or a dungeon. 
But more than the accumulated weight of 
all theſe at once, falls on the devoted head 
of our guilty firſt Father, The eyes, 
which before met the approach of God 
with rapture, now are clouded with ſor- 
row, tremble with fear, or ſtrain with re- 
morſe and horror, at the voice of the Al- 
mighty. 
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mighty. That tongue which was once 
tuned only to the accent and the language 
of love has in a moment learned to re- 


proach and upbraid. The heart which 
glowed at the promiſe and the proſpect of 
a fair, numerous, and happy progeny, 
now ſinks in dejection at the diſmal ap- 


prehenſion of that guilt and wo, in which 


his folly had plunged all his hapleſs chil- 


dren. Where innocence ſat enthroned, 
there fell deſpair broods over her own 
ſtinging reflections, and tormenting fears. 
Above, the awful throne of an offended 
God; beneath a fathomleſs gulf, kindled 
by the breath of Jehovah as a ſtream of 
brimſtone; within, a troubled conſcience, 
like tae raging ſea, incapable of taking 


reſt.— The glory is departed: the gold is 


become dim, and the moſt fine gold 


* changed.” 


ANp now too a revolution in outward 
circumſtances takes place, correſponding 


to that which had paſſed on his internal 
conſtitution and character. Adam muſt 


no longer poſſeſs that Paradiſe of which 


he 
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he had rendered himſelf unworthy. Juſ- 


tice drives out from Eden the man, who 
had caſt himſelf out from the favour of 
God. A wall reaching up to Heaven, 


and immoveable as the decree of the Eter- 


nal, prevents the poſlibility of return.— 
The flaming {word of the Cherubim bars 


all acceſs to the tree of life. His labour, 
formerly his delight, muſt henceforward 
be accompanied with pain. The ſubject 


tribes throw off their allegiance, and either 


ſhun, or threaten their Lord. The ele- 
ments change their influence, and his fair 


domain becomes a vaſt ſolitude. The ſole 


partner of his former joys, now become 


the cauſe and the companion of his guilt, 


becomes alſo the companion of his wo. 
Mutual reflections and reproaches embitter 
and increaſe their common miſery; and 


ſtern death ſtares them in the face. 


Bur will God contend for ever, will 
he be always wroth ? Then “ the ſpirit 


e ſhould fail before him, and the fouls 


* which he had made.” Behold a dawn 


of hope ariſes, and the promiſe of the 


Moſt 
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Moſt High ſaves from deſpair. The mo- 
ment man becomes, and feels himſelf, a 
miſerable offender, that moment 1s the 
Goſpel preached unto him ; as the woman 
was firſt in the tranſgreſſion, ſo from her 
the proſpect of ſalvation ariſes ; and it is 
declared that the old ſerpꝑnt who is the 
Devil and Satan, who had in deceiving 
her, deſtroyed her poſterity, ſhould by 
one who was peculiarly her poſterity, be 
1 deſtroyed and ſlain. Thus they leave 
Eden, ſupported and cheered with the ex- 
pectation of triumph over their bitter 
enemy, and of being reſtored at length to 
favour of their offended God. To keep E 
alive this hope, as well as to afford preſent F 
relief from ſhame, at this period, it would = 
appear, ſacrifice was inſtituted. The ſame 3 
victim ſhed it's blood, the type of atone- $ 
ment; and furniſhed it's ſkin to clothe | 
the naked, thereby preſented the emblem 
of a perfect righteouſneſs, to cover and 
ſhelter the naked ſoul.— And thus early, 
diſtinctly, and unequivocally, was Chriſ- 
tianity taught to mankind. 
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Is proceſs of time, however, Adam has 
the felicity of becoming a father ; and 
enjoys the ſatisfaction of ſeeing the bleſ- 


ſing pronounced upon him in his better 
| ſtate, notwithſtanding his apoſtacy, taking 


effect.---Eve becomes the joyful mother, 
perhaps at one birth, of two ſons, and 


the earth begins to be repleniſhed. Behold 


the firſt parents of mankind exulting 
in affections unknown, unfelt before ; 


exulting in this freſh proof that God 
had not forgotten to be gracious. Be- 
hold the nuptial tie ſtrengthened and 
ö confirmed; the voice of upbraiding and 


reproach turned to the language of gratu- 


lation, complacency, and love. 


Apa obſerves, with growing delight, 


his ſons increaſing in ſtature and wiſdom. 
Stung with keen reflection upon the hap- 


pineſs which he had vilely thrown away, 
and the miſery which he had entailed upon 
his hapleſs children, how would he exert 


himſelf to repair that loſs! How forcibly 
inculcate, by his own fatal example, the 
obligations of God's holy law | With what 


Vor. I. | . gra- 
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gratitude lead them to the promiſed atone- 
ment! With what heartfelt delight infuſe 
knowledge into their opening minds! 


Max is deſtined to labour from the 
beginning; and, for his puniſhment guil- 5 
ty man muſt labour with the ſweat of his . 

brow. But all the puniſhments of Hea- Y 
ven in reality, and in the iſſue, are ble. 
fings. It is the privilege and the happi- 5 
neſs of Adam and all his ſons to be em- * 
ployed, though to wearineſs and fatigue. 
Accordingly the heirs and poſſeſſors of the 
whole globe, as ſoon as they arrive at 
man's eſtate, betake themſelves to the 
humble and neceſſary occupations of that 
ſimple ſtate of human nature. Abel 
was a keeper of ſheep, and Cain was a 
* tiller of the ground.” 


BuT Adam, we find, has taught his ſons 

to blend religion with their ſecular employ- 
ments; nay to make their very employ- 
ments the monitors and the means of re- 
ligious worſhip. In proceſs of time it 
« came to paſs, that Cain brought of the 

| fruit 
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« fruit of the ground an offering unto 
« the Lord. And Abel he alſo brought 
of the firſtlings of his flock, and of the 


c 


« fat thereof; and the Lord had reſpect to 


0 


Abel, and to his offering; but unto Cain 
« and his offering he had not reſpect.“* 
And O, how early did the different paſſions 


and affections of the human mind diſcover 
themſelves! Abel brings with his offering 
an humble, pious, and believing ſpirit. 
Cain approaches the altar of God with a 
proud, ſelfiſh, murderous heart. And 
melancholy it 1s to obſerve, the firſt quar- 
rel in the world, the firſt human blood 
that was ſhed, were occaſioned by religion, 
which 1s deſigned of God to be, and is 
in itſelf, the deareft bond of union among 
men. 


Ax event now took place in Adam's 


family by which every former grief muſt 
have been renewed and embittered ; and 
to his inexpreſſible mortification he finds 
himſelf a root of bitterneſs, of which all 
A his 


* Gel. ir, 4, 5. 
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his branches muſt, and do partake. Cain, 
incenſed at the preference given to his 
brother's offering, burning with envy and 
reſentment, watches his opportunity, and 
finding himſelf alone with him in the 
field, puts Abel to death. Thus man 
becomes the executioner of the dreadful 
ſentence of the divine law, upon man--- 
brother upon brother. What muſt have 
been the emotions of Adam's foul when 
theſe ſad news were brought him! To 
loſe a ſon, a pious promiſing ſon : almoſt 
an only one; prematurely, unexpectedly, 
by the hand of his own brother !---The 
one dead! The other worſe than dead, a 
wretch unworthy to live !---How would 
his own trangreſſion again ſtare him in the 
face! How would he again accuſe himſelf 
as the author of his own wretchedneſs, and 
the propagator of wo on wo to his poſte- 
rity! The empire of Satan over this miſe- 
rable world would now ſeem confirmed; 
and the purpoſe of the divine grace would 
be apparently defeated. But God yet takes 
pity on fallen guilty man, being mindful of 
his promiſe; and Seth is given to ſupply 
et | me: - 
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the loſs of Abel---Seth, in whoſe line the 
promiſe runs, and of whom as concerning 


the fleſh Chriſt ſhould come. And thus 


the divine interpoſitions always ſeaſonably 
and ſuitably meet our neceſſities and 
wants. 


ApA's own forfeited life is prolonged 


to many generations, and he lives to ſee 


his poſterity increaſed to a great multitude, 
inventing and cultivating the arts which 
ſupport, adorn, or comfort life. But 
the time approaches, at laſt, that he muſt 


die. Mercy flew as on the wings of a 
dove to his relief; Juſtice walks with flow 
and ſteady ſteps to his puniſhment. By 
himſelf ſin had entered into the world, and 
death muſt inevitaby follow, and paſs 
upon him and upon all men. He had 


ſeen the ghaſtly appearance of death, in 
the perſon of his murdered ſon ; he mult 
now drink the bitter cup for himſelf: 
« And the days that Adam lived, were 
e nine hundred and thirty years, and he 
*f ded.” :: 774 


C 3 . 


37 
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| Tris is the end of all men, and the 
living ſhould lay it to his heart. And 
thus at length decayed the fabric which 
God himſelf had reared; thus . the duſt 
ce returned to the earth as it was, and the 
* ſpirit to God who gave it.” And thus 
muſt conclude the hiſtory of every life, 
though protracted to a thouſand years, 
whether adorned with virtues, or fullied 
with vice, whether paſſed with noiſe on 
the great theatre, or obſcurely ſpent in the 
ſhade. To this complexion the wife and 
the beautiful, the brave and the good, as 
well as the ſimple and the homely, the 
: timid and the vicious, muſt come at laſt. 
« Here the rich and the poor meet toge- 
ther; here the wicked ceaſe from troub- 
* ling, and the weary are at reſt.” 
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Tux next Lecture, if God permit, will 
attempt to exhibit to you, the compariſon 
and contraſt of the firſt and ſecond Adam: 

in the former of whom all died; and by 
the latter, an elect world is made alive, 
and “ raiſed up together, and made to fit 
| )).. 
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together in heavenly places in Chriſt Je- 


ſus.” 


LET us endeavour to improve what has 
been ſaid; by learning habitually to ac- 
knowledge, adore, and ſerve the great Au- 
thor and Preſerver of our being, who has 
laviſhed ſo much goodneſs upon us; who 


adorned our nature with his own glorious 
image, pitied us in our low and loft eſtate, 
and has laid help for us on one who 1s 
mighty to ſave: and who, by the exceed- 
ing great and precious promiſes of the 
goſpel, is aiming at making us partakers 
of a divine nature, and delivering us from 
that bondage of corruption, in which we 
are ſunk by reaſon of ſin. 


LET us learn, ſecondly, from the ſad 


example of the firſt tranſgreſſion, to reſt 
contented with that ſtate and condition 


which Providence has aſſigned us in life; 
to uſe only lawful means for bettering it ; 
to make the known will of God the only 
rule of conduct; never to reaſon and tam- 


per with temptation ; but to repel or flee 


C4 from 
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from it at once: and to ſhun thoſe as 
our worſt enemies, who, on any occaſion | 


or pretence, would attempt to make us 
think _ of the law of God. 


Lrr me take Ca, thirdly, from 
that inſtitution which God deſigned for 
the completion of human happineſs in a 
ſtate of innocence, and for the mutual 
aſſiſtance and comfort of the ſexes, in 
their fallen condition, to cenſure and 
condemn that ſpirit and practice of celi- 
bacy, which is one of the crying vices of 
our own age and country, and which 1s 


equally inimical to religion, to good mo- 
rals, to public ſpirit, and human com- 
fort. He who ſays, or lives as if he 


thought, that it is © good for man to be 
ce alone,” gives the lie to his Maker; fins 


againſt the conſtitution of his nature, 


diſhonours his parents; defrauds another 
of one of the juſteſt rights of humanity, 


and in a caſe too where it is impoſſible 


i much as to . d n; and expoſes 
himſelf to commit off e ſocie- 


ty which are not to be — in this 


place. 
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place. In truth, celibacy is a vile com- 
pound of avarice and ſelfiſhneſs, which 
N would fain paſs upon the world for pru- 
L dence and ſelf denial ; and the ſtate of our 
. own country at preſent, in this reſpect, 
looks as if a ſingle ſtate, as in Roman Ca- 
tholic countries, were eſtabliſned by a law, 
but that the laity, not the clergy, were 
bound by it.— But, alas ! I am only fur- 
niſhing matter for a little converſation. | 
There muſt be more virtue, religion, 1 
and good ſenſe among the young men | 4 
of the age, before this crying evil be re- 1 
medied. e ie andy — 


FinALLY, let us take the concluſion 
of the book of God, and the bright 
proſpect which it diſcloſes to our view, 9 

to ſupport and cheriſh us under the me- 
lancholy ſcene exhibited to us in the 

beginning of it. According to his 
« promiſe, we look for new heavens 
“and a new earth, wherein dwelleth 

< righteouſneſs,” And he that fat 
% upon the throne ſaid, behold I make 
all 


42 
« alt things new.”* * And he ſhewed 
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te me a pure river of water of life, clear as 
« cryſtal, proceeding out of the throne of 
r God, and of the Lamb. In the midſt 
te of the ſtreet of it, and of either fide of 
« the river, was there the tree of life, 
«© which bare twelve manner of fruits, 
te and yielded her fruit every month: and 
« the leaves of the tree were for the heal- 
„ ing of the nations. And there ſhall be 


no more curſe ; but the throne of God, 


* and of the Lamb, ſhall be in it, and 


4 his ſervants ſhall ſerve him. And 


te they ſhall ſee his face, and his name 
ee ſhall be in their foreheads. And there 


* ſhall be no night there, and they need 


no candle, neither light of the ſun: for 
* the Lord God giveth them light, and 


they ſhall reign for ever. * I beheld, 
and lo, a great multitude, which no man 
„could number, of all nations and kin- 
« dreds, and people, and tongues, ſtood 


© before the throne, and before the Lamb, 


cloathed with white robes, and palms 


CC in 


* Rev. xxi. 5. + Rev. xxii. 1——— 
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ce jn their hands; and cried with a loud 


voice, ſaying, Salvation to our God 


e which fitteth upon the throne, and unto 
cc the Lamb. And all the angels ſtood 
| : * round about the throne, and about the 
a elders, and the four beaſts, and fell be- 
9 t fore the throne on their faces, and wor- 
F ſhipped God; ſaying, Amen: bleſſing, 
and glory, and wiſdom, and thankſgiv- 
ing, and honour, and power, and might 
ebe unto our God for ever and ever. 
1 8 Amen. And one of the elders anſwered, 
„ faying unto me, what are theſe which 
I c are arrayed in white robes ? And whence 
3 cc came they? And I faid unto him, Sir, 
© thou knoweſt. And he ſaid to me, Theſe 
« are they which came out of great tribu- 
« lation, and have waſhed their robes, and 
c made them white in the blood of the 
« Lamb. Therefore are they before the 
ee throne of God, and ſerve him day and 
night in his temple, and he that ſitteth 
on the throne ſhall dwell among them. 
e They ſhall hunger no more, neither 
« thirſt any more, neither ſhall the ſun 
Fc * light on them, nor any heat; for the 


Lamb, 


44 HISTORY OF ADAM. [LECT, II. 


« Lamb, which is in the midſt of the 
« throne, ſhall feed them, and ſhall lead 
* them unto living fountains of waters : 
* and God ſhall wipe away all tears from 
9 their eyes.“ 


= 


Tubs the the mercy of God, and the 


blood of the Lamb remove the guilt, 


and rectify the diſorders of ſin. Thus 
guilty fallen man is recovered and re- 


ſtored. Thus the evils recorded in the 
firſt pages of the Bible, are remedied 


and done away in that bright revelation 


of a world to come, which is opened to 


us in the cloſe of it. Thus is Adam, 


and his renewed offspring, conducted 
from a terreſtrial paradiſe, where the 


tree of knowledge of good and evil 


grew up among the trees of life, to the 
Paradiſe of God, where no mixture of 
evil intrudes itſelf, where none but the 
trees of life find a place. - And thus the 


ſeveral parts of Divine Revelation ex- 


plain, illuſtrate, ſtrengthen, and con- 


firm 
of Rev. vii. 9.— 17. 
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firm each other; and the whole taken toge- 
ther, exhibiting throughout one great lead- 
ing object, carrying on one great deſign, 
and accompliſhing, at length, the one ori- 
ginal purpoſe of the ETERNAL, is glori- 
ouſly perfect. 3 
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LECTURE H. 


I CORINTHIANS XV. 45. 


AND SO IT 1S WRITTEN, THE FIRST MAN ADAM Wak 
MADE A LIVING SOUL, THE LAST ADAM WAS MADE 
A QUICKENING SPIRIT, 1 5 


THE frame of nature, the ways of 
Providence, and the work of re- 
demption, mutually illuminate, explain, 
and ſupport each other. The inviſible 
things of God are clearly underſtood by 


the things which are made: the world 


is evidently upheld and governed by him 


who made it at firſt; and the ſuſpenſion 
of the laws of nature, and the ſpecial in- 
terpoſitions of Divine Providence, con- 


ſtitute the proof, that the goſpel diſ- 
| penſation 
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penſation is from him who has the uni- 
verſe under his control, to continue or 
to change its appearance at his pleaſure ; 
who has all hearts in his hand, and, con- 
ſequently, all events at his diſpoſal. — 


When we attempt to contemplate the 
Providence of God, we immediately find 


it to be a ſyſtem infinitely too vaſt for 
human capacity to take in, too complex 


for our penetration to unfold, too deep 


and myſterious for our underſtanding to 


fathom. All that we can do is to conſi- 
der the detached parts of this majeſtic 
whole, as they preſent themſelves to our 
ſenſes, or to our reaſon; as they are tranſ- 
mitted to us in the hiſtory and experience 
of others; or as they are diſcovered to us 


by a revelation from Heaven. Without 
the Bible, it were utterly impoſſible to 
give a tolerable account, much leſs one 
completely atis facttory of the origin of 


the world, or of the appearances of na- 


ture; of the events which are paſt and 


are recorded, or thoſe which are every day 
preſenting themſelves to our obſervation. 
But when reaſon vouchſafes to kindle her 


feeble 
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feeble lamp with fire from the altar of 
God, and to ſupply it continually with 
freſh oil from the ſacred ſtores, what 

was formerly dark becomes, clear; what 
before ſeemed intricate and perplexed, 
is found to be in perfect order and har- 
mony; and the dim and ſcattered frag- 
ments become both legible and intelli- 
gible. Er 


Nay, farther, the different parts of 1 
Scripture itſelf, taken ſeparately and | 0 
without connection, may ſeem to have i 
leſs force, beauty, and 1mportance ; but 1 


when brought together, like the magnet 
and the ſteel, they immediately attract 
each other and unite; like the ſcattered 
bones in the valley, bone coming toge- 
ther to his bone, there ſtarts up a per- 
fect man, nay an exceeding great army. 
Type meeting the thing typified, predic- 
tion ſquaring with event, promiſe tallying 
exactly with accompliſhment, Scripture 
acquires a ſolidity which bids defiance to 
all created force: becomes, in its own 
energetic language, © as a hammer that 
Vor. I. D e breaketh 


of old time. : 


a delineation of the life of the firſt man, 
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« breaketh the rock in pieces.” The per- 
ſons exhibited, the events recorded, the 
ſcenes deſcribed, the inſtitutions ordained 


in one age and ſtate of the world, which | 
were the ſhadows of good things to come, | 


are not only inſtructive and intereſting in 
themſelves, but acquire a weight and im- Z 
portance which they polleſſed not before, 
when viewed in their relation to Him, 
to whom all the prophets give witneſs, 
and whoſe perſon, character, and work, 
are the fulfilling of all that was written 


— 


Tux Hiſtory of Adam miniſters both 
pleaſure and inſtruction to us as men: 
but Chriſtians feel a peculiar intereſt in 
the peruſal of it, by conſidering Adam 
das the figure of him who was to 
come.“ 


HAviNò, in the laſt Lecture, attempted 


according as it is tranſmitted to us in the 
Holy Scriptures, we proceed in proſecu- 
tion of our plan, to inſtitute in a few 

parti- 
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g particulars, a compariſon between Adam 
and Chriſt; between the federal head 
and repreſentative of the human race, 
? and the covenant head and repreſentative 
of the church.---But firſt, let us obſerve x 
wherein the firſt man differs from, and _ 
| wherein he reſembles all other men, who | 
have deſcended from him by ordinary ge- j 
neration. ” | 
1 
FixsT, In the manner of his produc- i! 
tion. Other men arrive at their matu- | | 


rity, ſuch as it is, by flow and inſenſible 
degrees ; they make a progreſs through 
infancy, childhood, and youth, to man's 
eſtate; Adam was created perfect at 
once ; the moment he began to exiſt, he 
exiſted in all the dignity and ſtrength of 
reaſon and intelligence.---All other men 
are conceived in fin, and brought forth 
in iniquity ; he came from the hands of 
his Creator, holy and blameleſs, the ſon 
g of God. -The mental powers of the 
© wiſeſt and moſt intelligent of mankind, 
| his ſons, are narrow and contracted; we 
; | Know but a few things, and them imper- 
- * 1 fectly : 
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fectly : the whole world of nature was 
an open volume to his underſtanding.--- 
Since the fall, men are born into the 
world with the ſeeds of decay and diſſo- 
lution in the conſtitution and frame of 
their nature; but Adam was created in- 
corruptible, 1mmortal.----The property 
and power of the greateſt of his poſterity 
is cramped and confined ; limited by 
mountains, rivers, and ſeas; liable to be 
incroached upon, diſputed, invaded, taken 
away: but the dominion of the firſt 
man was uncontroled, his authority in- 
diſputable, his property univerſal ; the 
beaſts of the field, the birds of the air, 
and whatſoever paſſeth through the paths 
of the ſea, all, all were put under his 
feet. But Adam, fallen and loſt, is juſt 
what all his hapleſs children are; like 
them a ſlave to divers luſts and paſſions; 
like them liable to diſeaſe and death; 
like them a prey to ſorrow, fear, and 
remorſe; like them a child of wrath, an 
heir of hell ; and like them, to be re- 
covered, reſtored, re-eſtabliſhed, only by 
the mercy of God, and through the a- 

toning 


Fg 
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toning blood of a Saviour: — and how 
that Saviour was typified or held forth 
B to the world, by the perſon, character, 
+ and relative connections of Adam, is to 
| > be the ſubject of the remaining part of 
. this Diſcourſe. 


Ap Au, perhaps, was not himſelf a- | 
ware, that he was in this reſpect ful- 
filling the deſigns of Providence. We 
know that many others exhibited ſtrik- 
ing types of the promiſed Saviour, in 1 
their perſons, offices, and actions, with- 
out being conſcious that ſuch honour- 
able diſtinction was conferred upon 
them; and Moſes, the inſpired author 
of the hiſtory of the firſt man, no where 
hints, that he conſidered Adam, or that 
Adam conſidered himſelf in this light. 
But to us the matter is put beyond a 1 
doubt, by one who wrote alſo under the if 
inſpiration of God, the great Apoſtle of 1 
the Gentiles, who informs us, that this {4 
firſt man, into whoſe noſtrils God breath- | | 4 
ed the breath of life, and who thereby 4 

„ bene 
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became a living ſoul, was © the type or 
* figure of him that was to come:“ “ 
and in many other places, in his Epiſtles, 
ſhews us wherein the reſemblance conſiſts. 5 

Following him therefore, and the other | 
Sacred Writers of the New Teſtament, as 
our guides, we obſerve, 
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Fixs r, that Adam typified Chriſt, as 
being in a peculiar ſenſe the Son of God. 
The Evangeliſt Luke, in tracing the na- 
tural pedigree of our Saviour, aſcends 
ſtep by ſtep from Son to Father, till he 
comes to the firſt progenitor of all, wo 
was,“ ſays he, © the Son of God:“ 
that is, his immediate offspring, deriving 
his exiſtence without any interpoſition, 
from the great ſource of being. And 
What faith the Scripture concerning the 
Meſſiah? “ 1 will declare the decree: 
„ the Lord hath ſaid unto me, Thou 
« art my Son, this day have I begotten 
* thee,” + and © when he bringeth in 
e the firſt begotten into the world,” he 
TX: faith, 


5 Romans v. 14. + Psalm ii. 7. 
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faith, And _ all the angels of God 
68. worſhip him.“ 


As the manner in which Adam was 
produced, was new and unexampled, ſo 
the conception and birth of Chriſt were 


ce a new thing in the earth::” the former 
created of duſt from the ground, the lat- 
ter formed by the power of the Holy 
Ghoſt in the womb of a virgin. But 
Adam the ſon of God, though made in 
the likeneſs of his Creator, expreſſed that 

divine image only externally, as the coin | 
exhibits the image and impreſs of the 
ſovereign: whereas Chriſt the Son of 

God diſplayed “ the brightneſs of his 


« Father's glory,“ and bore © the ex- 
e preſs image of his perſon.” Adam the 


ſon of God was produced in time, on the 
fixth day of the creation, after all the 
other works of God were finiſhed: but 
Chriſt the Son of God, the eternal w2/- 


dom of the everlaſting Father, thus ſpeaks 


of himſelf, © The Lord poſſeſſed me in 
Ds. te the 


- Heb. i. 6. 
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e the beginning of his way, before his 
works of old. I was ſet up from ever- 
© laſting, from the beginng, or ever the 
* earth was, When there were no depths, 
„ was brought forth: when there were 
ce no fountains abounding with water. 
© Before the mountains were ſettled, be- 
ee fore the hills was I brought forth: 
<« While as yet he had not made the earth, 


85 nor the fields, nor the higheſt part of 
« the duſt of the world: when he pre- 


Text parell the heavens I was there: when 
hie ſet a compaſs upon the face of the 


*« depth: when he eſtabliſhed the clouds 
above: when he ſtrengthened the-foun- 


« tains'of the deep: when he gave to the 
ee ſeq his decree, that the waters ſhould 
not paſs his commandment : 
. appointed the foundations of the earth: 
then I was by him, as one brought up 
c with him: and I was daily his delight, 
< and rejoicing always before him: re- 
4 Joicing 1 in the habitable part of his earth, 


« and my Is were with the ſons of 


emen. * 0 
SE- 


Prov. viii. 22—3 1. 
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when he 
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SECONDLY, the conſtitution of Adam's 
nature prefigured the perſon of Chriſt. 
In Adam, an immaterial immortal ſpirit 
woas united to a material earthly body, to 
L conſtitute one perfect, living man; in 
Chriſt, the human nature was united to 
the divine, to conſtitute one perfect life- 
giving Saviour. The one a myſtery of 
nature, the other a myſtery of grace. The 
one, though incomprehenſible, yet cer- 
F. tainly known by every man to be true ; 
the other, though incomprehenſible, yet 
by every Chriſtian believed to be true. 


THIRDLY, the paternal relation which 
Adam bears to all the human race, 
beautifully repreſents to us Jeſus the 
Son of God, as the ſpiritual father of all 
them that believe. The firſt man, Adam, 
ſays the text, was made © a living ſoul,” 
that 1s, the ſource of a natural life, to 
them who had it not before; the laſt 
Adam was made © a quickening ſpirit,” _ A 
that is, the giver and reſtorer of a ſpiritual i 
and divine life, to thoſe who having loſt it, 11 
were © dead in treſpaſſes and fins.” The 1 
| water 
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water in the conduit will riſe to: the level 
of its fountain, but can never mount 
higher. Thus Adam can communicate 
only what he was, and what he had him 


ſelf; being therefore of the earth, earthy, 


he could only propagate an earthly ex- 


iſtence; but the ſecond man, being the 
Lord from Heaven, can, and does, make 


his ſpiritual offspring © partakers of a 


e divine nature.” As every man, upon 


coming into the world of nature, the in- 


ſtant he draws the breath of life, bears 


the image of the firſt man whom God 
created; ſo from Jeſus Chriſt, progenitor 
of them who believe, all who are regene- 
rated, or born mto the world of grace, 


derive their ſpiritual exiſtence, and bear 


the image of him, from whom the whole 
family of Heaven and earth is named. But 
Adam is the remote, not the immediate 
father of our fleſh ; whereas Chriſt is the 
immediate ſource of ſpiritual light and 
life to all thoſe © who are born, not of 


e blood, nor of the will of the fleſh, nor 
of the will of man, but of God.” * 


FoURTHLY, 
John i. 13. 
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FoukrhlLx, Adam and Chriſt bear a 
ſtriking reſemblance in reſpect of dominion 


and ſovereignty, When God had created 


man, he bleſſed him, and ſaid unto him 
« have dominion over the fiſh of the 
e ſea, and over the fowl of the air, and 
« over every living thing that moveth upon 
<« the earth.” *<© Thou haſt made him,” 
ſays the Pſalmiſt, a little lower than the 


; e angels: and haſt crowned him with glo- 


« ry and honour. Thou madeſt him to 
« have dominion over the works of thy 
hands: thou haſt put all things under 


« the beaſts of the field; the fowl of the 
air, and the fiſh of the ſea, and what- 
e ſoever paſſeth through the paths of the 
| « ſeas.” * And Chriſt the Lord, even in 
the days of his fleſh, while he yet dwelt 
among men, not only poſſeſſed but exer- 
Ciſed an unlimited authority over the whole 
world of nature, over things viſible, and 


' theairfled at his command: the boiſterous 


* Pſalm viii, 5—L, 


his feet. All ſheep and oxen, yea, and 


things inviſible. The prince of the power of 


: | ele- | 
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elements heard and obeyed his word: diſ- 
eaſe, and death, and the grave fulfilled 
his pleaſure. How much more juſtly, 
after his reſurrection from the dead, when 
declared the Son of God with power,” 
could he ſay of himſelf, © ail power is 


« given unto me, in Heaven and in earth?“ 


and the Apoſtle alſo, concerning him, 


« God hath highly exalted him, and given 


him a name, which is above every name: 
That at the name of Jeſus every knee 
* ſhould bow, of things in Heaven, and 


„e things in earth, and things under the 
te earth: And that every tongue ſhould | 
<« confeſs that Jeſus Chriſt is Lord, to the 


« glory of God the Father.” * Je ſee 
Jeſus, who was made a little lower than 


the angels, for the ſuffering of death, 


crowned with glory and honour. And 


* he muſt reign, till he hath put all his 
* enemies under his feet.” The ſovereign- 
ty of Adam, however, was derived, de- 


pendant, limited, and might be forfeited: 
and his hiſtory, and our own experience 
515 e feel- 


Phil. ii. 9—11. 
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feelingly aſſure us, that, being in ho- 
nour he continued not ;” that the crown 
18 fallen from his head, and the ſceptre 
dropt from his hand. His derived autho- 
rity was withdrawn by him who beſtowed 
tit; his dependant power was checked and 
N curbed, becauſe he had abuſed it; his 
; limited empire was reduced to nothing, 
becauſe he preſumed to affect equality with 
his Creator; and having received domi- 
nion under a condition, failing in the con- 1 
dition, he forfeits his throne, But the =_ 
ſovereignty of Chriſt is inherent, indepen- | l | 
dent, unlimited, and everlaſting. © Unto. 1 
e the Son he faith, thy throne, O God, is 4 
« for ever and ever, a ſceptre of righte- | 14 
d ouſneſs is the ſceptre of thy kingdom,” 1 
and the Son himſelf faith, I lay down 4 
| © my life, that I might take it again, —1 2A 
e lay it down of myſelf : I have power to oO I 
<« lay it down, and I have power to take 1 
„it again.“ And I give unto them 
; « eternal life, and they {hall never periſh, 
3 „neither ſhall any man pluck them out 
„ © of my hand. My F ather, which gave 
| *< them me, is greater than all: and none 
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te js able to pluck them out of my Father's 
ee hand. I and my Father are one. 


Asa, the ſacred and pure matrimo- 
nial union eſtabliſhed in Paradiſe between 
Adam and Eve, was intended to prefigure 


the myſterious union, the pure and reci- 


procal affection of Chriſt and his Church: 
in which alſo we follow the Apoſtle of the 
Gentiles in his Epiſtle to the Epheſians, 
ee for the huſband is the head of the wife, 


_ *even as Chriſt is the head of the Church; 
© and he is the Saviour of the body. 


Therefore as the church is ſubject to 
« Chriſt, ſo let the wives be to their own 


« huſbands in every thing. Huſbands love 


« your wives, even as Chriſt alſo loved the 
e church, and gave himſelf for it: That 
« he might ſanctify and cleanſe it, with 
te the waſhing of water by the word; that 

e he might preſent it to himſelf a glorious 
church, not having ſpot or wrinkle, or 


any ſuch thing: but that it ſhould be 
te holy, and without blemiſh.---We are 


5 members 


* John x. 28—zo. + Chap. v. verſe 23. 


ADAM AND CHRIST {| LECT, 111. 


— . 
, N * e 1 n Ea HE Sens 2 ss TL: 
* R 6 C FFT 2 vw 
i _ I - 7 : f 4 —_WwW G 
* ug 2 * A E 2 
5 5 N 7 . * Nr 2 PP - 7 r 1 
+ * 1 3 2 on x 8321 . 7 2 Rr , os + * N EE 1 Der We — SNL? > 8 J 
2 Den was 1 PS r (EX: PET og Cs: 3 2 Fo 
COR I COS 2 7 3 AE 2 RR > Þ 
RE ee ROT A FFC , + 


— — — 


—— —— er—_—_ 


LECT, 111. COMPARED, 63 


ce members of his body: of his fleſh, and 
* of his bones. — For this cauſe, ſhall a 
&* man leave his father and mother, and 
hall be joined unto his wife, and they 
4 two ſhall be one fleſh. This is a great 
e myſtery; but I ſpeak wee Chriſt 
5 and the Church.” 


FINALLY, the whole tenor of Scrip- 
ture teaches us to conſider Adam, the 
firſt of men, as the covenant head and 
repreſentative of all his poſterity, accord- 
ing to the order and courſe of nature; and 
Jeſus Chriſt the Lord, as the federal head 
and repreſentative of all his redeemed, 

according to the election of grace. For 
« ſince by man came death, by man came 
te alſo the reſurrection of the dead.” < For 
ag in Adam all die, even ſo in Chriſt 

_ * ſhall all be made alive. By gne man 
e ſin entered into the world, and death by 

% fin; and fo death paſſed upon all men, 

« for that all have ſinned.” And © if by 

* one man's offence, death reigned by one, 

0 much more they which receive abun- 
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e dance of grace, and of the gift of righte- 
* ouſneſs, ſhall reign in life by one, 
<* Jeſus Chriſt. Therefore, as by the of- 
« fence of one, judgment came upon all 
© men to condemnation : even fo by the 
ee righteouſneſs of one, the free gift came 
c upon all men unto juſtification of life. 
e For as by one man's diſobedience, many 
« were made ſinners : ſo by the obedience 


* of one, ſhall many be made righte- 
ous.” * 


Bur whatever admits of compariſon, 
by bearing reſemblance, muſt likewiſe 
admit of contraſt, on account of diſſimi- 
litude : for what ſo like, as to be undiſ- 
tinguiſhable? What two perſons are ſo 
much the ſame, as not to exhibit, to 
the leaſt diſcerning eye, characteriſtical 
marks of difference? And indeed; the 
very particulars wherein the firſt and ſe- 
cond Adam coincide, evince the infinite 
ſuperiority of the one above the other, as 

well 


Rom. v. 17—19. 
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well as thoſe circumſtances which could 


not poſſibly be in common between 


them. 


ADam was aſſaulted of the wicked one, 


by a ſlight temptation; yielded; and fell: 
Chriſt was tempted of the Devil, by re- 


peated, vigorous, and well- conducted at- 
tacks; reſiſted to the laſt; and overcame. 
Adam in Paradiſe, became guilty, and 
miſerable, and liable to death: Chriſt 
paſſed through a corrupted world, lived 
in the midſt of a ſinful and adulterous 
generation, but preſerved unſpotted inno- 
cence; © he did no ſin, neither was guile 


* found in his lips.“ Adam, by one 


© offence became guilty of the whole law, 
| poured contempt upon it, and tranſmit- 
ted his crime, together with the puniſh- 
ment of it, to all mankind : Chriſt, by a 


complete obedience, ©* magnified the law, 


and made it honourable,” approved 
himſelf unto God, and conveys the merit 
of his obedience and ſufferings to all them 


that believe, for their juſtification and ac- 
YO: „ 
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ceptance. Adam, aſpiring to a condi- 
tion ſuperior to that in which his Maker 
placed him, not only failed to obtain what 
he aimed at, but alſo loſt what he had; 
deſiring to be as God, to know good and 
evil, he acquired indeed the fatal know- 
ledge of evil, but loſt the knowledge of 
good which he already poſſeſſed; and 
ſinking himſelf, drags down a devoted 
world with him : whereas Chriſt, for the 
voluntary abaſement of himſelf, 1s exalted 
to © the right hand of the Majeſty on 
« high,” for the ſuffering of death, is 
* crowned with glory and honour,” and 
e lifted up on the croſs, draws all men 
c unto him.” The moment we exiſt, in 


virtue of our relation to the firſt Adam, 
we die for an offence we could not com- 


mit; ſo, we no ſooner become united to 
the ſecond Adam through faith in his 
blood, than we become partakers of a ſpi- 
ritual and divine nature, and heirs of ever- 
laſting life, in virtue of a righteouſneſs 
not our own. © Being juſtified by faith, 
* we have, peace with God, through our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt; and rejoice in hope 

* 
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of the glory of God.” In Adam, we are 
condemned for one fin: in Chriſt, we are 
* Juſtified from many offences. The Hiſ- 
| tory of Adam repreſents to us a garden 
with one tree of life amidſt many that 
were good for food, and near to one that 
| was pregnant with death: the Revelation 
of Jeſus Chriſt exhibits to us a Paradiſe, 
all whoſe trees are of one ſort ; whoſe 
fruit is life-giving, whoſe very leaves are _ 
ſalutary; trees of life which know no 1 
decay, never diſappoint the gatherer's hope, i 
never feel the approach of Winter. 


Genes1s preſents to our trembling, aſto- 1 
niſhed ſight, Cherubims, and a flaming 4 
> | © ſword, which turn every way to keep 

| * the way of the tree of life.” The Apo- 
| calypſe diſcloſes to our delighted eyes, an- 
gels miniſtering to them who are the heirs 
of ſalvation ; and our raviſhed ears hear 
theſe glad accents burſting from amidſt 
the excellent glory, © To him that over- 
* cometh will I give to eat of the tree of 
| © life, which is in the midſt of the Para- 
© dife of God,” —© Let him that is a- 
N 5 E 2 « thirſt, 
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| c thirſt, come: and whoſoever will, let 
ce him take the water of life freely.” 


——— 
8 Ie — 


The gr ace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt be 
with you all, Amen, 
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LECTURE IV. 


HEBREWS Xi. 4. 


BY FAITH ABEL OFFERED UNTO GOD A MORE EXCEL- 
LENT SACRIFICE THAN CAIN, BY WHICH HE OB- 
_ TAINED' WITNESS, THAT HE WAS RIGHTEOUS, GOD 
TESTIFYING OF HIS GIFTS, AND BY IT HE BEING 
DEAD, YET SPEAKETH. : 


\ 


A STATE of innocence was apparently 

X of ſhort duration. The hiſtory of 
it contains but a very few particulars. 
To plunge the human race into guilt and 
ruin was the work only of a moment: 
but to reſtore mankind to life and happi- 
' neſs, employed depth of deſign to con- 

trive; length of time to mature and un- 
fold; and irreſiſtible force to execute. 
ee eee = "BR The 


70 HISTORY OF  [LECT. Iv. 


The hiſtory of the world is, in truth, the 
hiſtory of redemption. For all the deal- 
ings of Divine Providence with men, di- 
rectly or by implication, immediately or 


remotely, point out and announce a Sa- 
viour. To our firſt parents, immediately 
upon the fall, a promiſe was given, in ge- 


neral, indeed, but not in obſcure terms, 


of deliverance and recovery, by one 


who ſhould be in a peculiar and proper 


| ſenſe, © the ſeed of the woman.“ And it 


is far from being unreaſonable to ſuppoſe, 
that the ſkins employed to cover the 


ſhame of our guilty firſt parents, were ta- 
ken from victims lain by divine appoint- 


ment ; who by the ſhedding of their blood 


were to typify the great atonement, ſtyled 


in Scripture, the Lamb flain from the 
foundation of the world.” But admitting 
this to be merely a fanciful conjecture, 


we have the authority of God himſelf to 


affirm, that the immediate deſcendants of 
Adam offered ſuch ſacrifices, and looked 


in faith and hope to ſuch a propitiation : 
„For by faith Abel offered unto God a 


more excellent ſacr ifice than Cain, by 
which 
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« which he obtained witneſs, that he was 

« righteous, God teſtifying of his gifts, 

« and by it, he being dead, yet ſpeaketh.“ 

he Hiſtory, Character, and Conduct 

N of theſe Two Brothers, from the mate- 

” rials furniſhed us in Scripture, are to be 
the ſubject of this Lecture, 


Apa, with the partner of his guilt 
and of his future fortunes, being expelled 
from Eden, and tumbled from all his 
native honours, enters on the poſſeſſion 
of a globe, which was curſed for his ſake. 
He feels that he is fallen from a ſpiritual 
and divine life, from righteouſneſs and 
innocence ; that he is become liable to 
death; nay, by the very act of diſobedi- 
ence, that he really died to goodneſs and 
| happineſs. But the ſentence itſelf which 
| condemns him, gives him full aſſurance, 
that his natural life, though forfeited, 
was to be reprieved ; that he ſhould live 
to labour ; to eat his bread with the ſweat 
of his brow ; and not only ſo, but that 
he ſhould be the means of communicat- 
ing that natural life to others ; for that 
„„ Þ Eve 


: 
: 
/ 
1 
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Eve ſhould become a mother, though the 
pain and forrow of conception and child- 
bearing were to be greatly multiplied. In 
proceſs of time ſhe accordingly brings 
forth a fon ; and pain and ſorrow are no 
more remembered for joy that a man- 
child is born into the world. What ſhe 
thought and felt upon this occaſion, we 
learn from what ſhe ſaid, and from the 


name ſhe gave her new born ſon. With 


a heart overflowing with gratitude, ſhe 


looks up to God, who had not only ſpared 
and prolonged her life, but made her the 
Joyful mother of a living child; and who 
in multiplying her ſorrow, had much more 
_ abundantly multiplied her comfort. Eaſe 


that ſucceeds anguith is doubly reliſhed 
and enjoyed. Kindneſs from one whom 


we have offended, falls with a weight 
pleaſingly oppreſſive upon the mind. 


Some interpreters, and not without reaſon, 


ſuppoſe, that ſhe conſidered the ſon giv- 


en her, as the promiſed ſeed, who ſhould 
bruiſe the head of the ſerpent ; and they 
read her ſelf-gratulatory exclamation hue, 
* I have gotten the man from the Lord. 
And 
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---And how ſoothing to the maternal 
heart muſt have been the hope of deliver- 
ance and relief for herſelf, and triumph 
over her bitter enemy, by means of the 
ſon of her own bowels! How fondly 
does ſhe dream of repairing the ruin 
which her frailty had brought upon her 
huſband and family, by this * firſt born 
of many brethren !” The name ſhe gives 
him ſignifies © poſſeſſed,” or a © poſſeſ- 
ſion.” She flatters herſelf that ſhe has 
now got ſomething ſhe can call her own; 
and even the loſs of Paradiſe ſeems com- 
penſated by a dearer inheritance, If there 
be a portion more tenderly cheriſhed, or 
more highly prized than another, it is 
L that of which David ſpeaks, * © Lo chil- 
| <dren are an heritage of the Lord: and 
ee the fruit of the womb is his reward. 
“As arrows are in the hand of a mighty 
* man; ſo are children of the youth. 
« Happy is the man that hath his quiver 
full of them: they ſhall not be aſhamed); 
but they ſhall ſpeak with the enemies 
| | cc in <7 
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te in the gate.“ But O, blind to futurity, 
with how many ſorrows was this © poſſeſ- 
« fion,” ſo exultingly triumphed in, about 
to pierce the fond maternal breaſt ! How 
unlike are the forebodings and wiſhes of 
parental tenderneſs and partiality, to the 
deſtinations of Providence, and the diſco- 
veries which time brings to light I 
« And ſhe again bare his brother Abel.“ 
The word denotes vanity, or a breath of 
Was this name given him through 

ths unreaſonable prejudice and unjuſt pre- 
ference of a partial mother? Or was it 
an unintentional prediction of the brevity 
of his life, and of the lamentable manner 
of his death? But the materials of which 
life is compoſed, are not ſo much, its 
days, and months, and years ; as works of 
piety, and mercy, and juſtice, or their 
oppoſites. He dies in full maturity, who 
has lived to God and eternity, at what- 
ever period, and in whatever manner he 
is cut off, That life is ſhort, though ex- 
tended to a thouſand years, which is diſ- 
figured with vice, devoted to the purſuits 
of time merely, and at the cloſe of which 
35 the 
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the unhappy man is found unreconciled 
to God. 


1 BRHoL D this pair of brothers, then, 
growing in wiſdom and in ſtature; glad- 
dening their parents hearts. They arrive 

at the age of reaſon, of vigour, of activity; 

| they feel the law of God and nature upon 
them. Though the heirs of empire, they 
| muſt labour for their ſubſiſtence, —** Abel 
was a keeper of ſheep, but Cain was a 
« tiller of the ground.” * The earth 
will no longer ſpontaneouſly yield her in- 

_ creaſe. The clods muſt be turned up, 
and the ſeed muſt be caſt into the furrow, 
through the care, foreſight, and induſtry 
of man, elſe in vain will the heavens ſhed 
their influence; and in vain will the bleſ- 
ſing of the Moſt High be expected. That 
cattle may furniſh either the fleece for 
clothing, or milk for food, they muſt be 
| protected from inclement ſeaſons, and ra- 
| venous beaſts; they muſt be conducted to 
| © Proper paſture, and proven with water 1 


— 


* Geneſis iv. 2. 
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from the brook. And this. is the origin 
of the firſt employments which occupied 
our elder brethren in a ſtate of nature, 
And here it is obſervable, that the diffe- 
rent diſpoſitions of the brothers may be 
traced in the occupations which they fol- 
lowed. Pious and contemplative, Abel 
tends his flock: his profeſſion affords 


more retirement, and more leiſure, for me- 
ditation; and the very nature of his charge 
forms him to vigilance, to providence, and 


to ſympathy. His proſperity and ſucceſs 
ſeem to flow immediately, and only, from 
the hand of God. Cain, more worldly, 


and ſelfiſh, betakes himſelf to huſbandry; 


a work of greater induſtry and art: the 


neceſſary implements of which tuppoſe 


the prior invention of ſundry branches of 
manufacture; and in whoſe operations, 


and their effects, art blending with nature, 


would claim at leaſt her full proportion 
of merit and importance, But it 1s not 


the occupation which has merit or deme- 
rit; the man who exerciſes it, is the ob- 
ject of cenſure or of praiſe. It is not the 


huſpandey of Cain, but wicked Cain the 
© huſband» 
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huſbandman that we blame; it is not the 
ſhepherd's life, but good Abel the ſhep- 
herd that we eſteem. © And in proceſs 
« of time it came to paſs, that Cain 
« brought of the fruit of the ground an 
te offering unto the Lord. And Abel he 
te alſo brought of the firſtlings of his 
« flock, and of the fat thereof: and the 
Lord had reſpect unto Abel, and to his 4 
« offering : * What is any condition, any 
employment, unconnected with, unſup= _ 4 
ported, unadorned by religion! How 1 
wretched a creature is the mere citizen of Y 
this world, whoſe views, purſuits, and 
enjoyments, all terminate in time! The l 
man who ſees not his comforts and his 4 
| ſucceſſes as coming from the hand of God; 
| and whoſe heart riſes not in gratitude to 1 
the Giver of all good, is a ſtranger to the 9 
choiceſt ingredient in the cup of proſperity. 
hut can God, the great God, ſtand in | 
need of ſuch things as theſe? © Is not 3 
e every beaſt of the foreſt his, and the 
* cattle upon a thouſand hills?“ Yes, ve- 


rily: 


rr 26,3 
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Geneſis iv. 3, 4. 
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rily : religion was not inſtituted for the 
ſake of God, but of man: for man can- 
not be profitable to his Maker, as he that 


is wile, and good, and pious, may be unto 


himſelf. Religion is preſſed upon us by 
the ve. / law of our nature; and it is ab- 
folutely neceſſary to human happineſs. 


Cain obſerves the fruits of the earth 
arrive at their maturity. He knows that 
all his care. and ſkill, without the inter- 
poſition of Heaven, could not have pro- 
duced a ſingle grain of corn. He had ob- 


ſerved the ſeed which he caſt into the 
ground, dying, in order to be quickened ; 
he ſaw from putrefaction a freſh ſtem 
ſpringing up, and bearing thirty, ſixty, an 


hundred fold; and a power more than 


human conducting this wonderful pro- 
greſs. Of the firſt and beſt, therefore, he 
brings an offering unto the Lord; not to 


enrich his Maker, but to do honour to 


himſelf.—-Abel's flocks and herds like- 


wiſe, through the bleſſing of the Almighty, 
increaſe and multiply; he adores the hand 
that makes his wealth; and preſents the 

firſtlings 
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firſtlings of his flock to the Lord. But, 
alas ! his offering, in order to be accepted, 
muſt bleed and die. The innocent lamb 
which he had tended with ſo much care, 
had fed from his hand, had carried in his 
boſom, muſt by his hand be ſlain, muſt 
| find no compaſſion from the tender ſhep- 
| herd's heart, when piety demands him 
| muſt be conſumed to aſhes before his eyes. 
And the Lord had reſpect unto Abel, 
« and to his offering. But unto Cain, 1 
e and to his offering, he had not reſpect. 1 
What made the difference? Not the nature 
and quality of the things offered, but the 
diſpoſition of the offerers. Our text illuſ- 
trates and explains the paſſage in Geneſis, 
« By FAiTH Abel offered unto God a 
© more excellent ſacrifice than Cain.“ 
Cain came before God as a righteous 
man; Abel as a ſinner, Cain brought an 
offering of acknowledgement ; Abel a pro- 
pitiatory ſacrifice. Cain's gift beſpeaks a 
grateful heart; Abel's a contrite ſpirit, 
Cain eyes the goodneſs of God; Abel his 
mercy and long-ſuffering. Cain fays, * 
Lord, I thank thee for all thy benefits _ 
te toward | 
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< toward me; Abel, Lord, I am un- 
© worthy of the leaſt of thy favours.” 
Cain rejoices in the world as a goodly por- 


tion ; Abel, by faith, diſcerns and expects 
a better inheritance, Cain approaches, 
truſting in an imperfect righteouſneſs of 


his own, and departs unjuſtified ; Abel 


draws nigh, depending on the perfect righ- 


teouſneſs of a Mediator, and goes away 


righteous in the ſight of God. 


Ix what manner the divine approbation 


and diſpleaſure were expreſſed, we are not 


informed; whether by a celeſtial fire ſeiz- 


ing and conſuming the one offering, and 
leaving the other untouched ; or by a voice 


from Heaven, declaratory of the mind of 
God. But we are aſſured that it was ſuf- 
ciently notified to the parties themſelves. 
On Abel, undoubtedly, it had the effect 


which a ſenſe of the favour of God will 


always produce upon a good mind, a mind 
which eſteems the loving kindneſs of the 
Moſt High more than life ; ſweet com- 
placency and compoſure of ſpirit, © the 
peace of God which paſſeth all under- 
« ſtanding.” 
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« ſtanding.” On Cain it produceth a ve- 


ry different effect; he was very wroth, 
« and his countenance fell.“ Men are 
often angry when they ought to be griev- 


ed; and remorſe for their own unwor- 


thineſs frequently becomes reſentment 
againſt their innocent neighbours ; and not 
ſeldom it changes into ſullenneſs, inſo- 
lence, and rebellion againſt God himſelf, 
Obſerve the goodneſs and condeſcenſion 
of God ; he vouchſafes to reaſon with, to 
warn, and to admoniſh this peeviſh, pe- 
tulent man ; .and gives encouragement to 
a better temper and behaviour If thou 
doſt well, ſhalt thou not be accepted?“ 
He promiſes to ſupport him in his right 


of primogeniture, unworthy as he was- 


To thee ſhall be his deſire, and thou ſhalt 
| © rule over him ;”—but at the ſame time 
he points out the danger of perſevering 


in impiety, and of proſecuting his reſent- 
ments, If thou doſt not well, fin lieth 


« at the door.” But the ſoul, of which 


envy, malice, and revenge have taken poſ- 
ſeſſion, is loſt to the better feelings of 


human nature ; is deaf to remonſtrance, 
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and inſenſible of kindneſs. The innocent 
are ſimple and unſuſpicious; intending no 
evil, they fear none. Cain, it would ap- 
pear from the letter of the narration, and 
the ſcene where the action is laid, decoyed 
his brother into ſolitude, under the maſk 


of familiarity and friendſhip, © he 7alked 


with him,” they were in the feld. What 
a horrid aggravation of his guilt ! A deed 
of violence! Murder! A good man's, 


a brother's murder! Deliberately reſolved 


on, craftily conducted, remorſeleſsly ex- 


ecuted! Was man's firſt diſobedience 


a ſlight evil, which introduced ſuch deſ- 
perate wickedneſs into the world ; which 


transformed man into the moſt ſavage of 


beaſts! © He roſe up againſt Abel his 
e brother, and ſlew him.” Now was death 


for the firſt time ſeen; and ſeen in his 


ghaſtlieſt form! Death before the time 
The death' of piety and goodneſs! Death 


_ inflicted by violence, and preceded by pain 


Death embittered to the ſufferer by reflect- 
ing on the hand from which it came; the 


hand of a brother, the hand which ſhould 
have ſupported and protected him, which 


ſhould have barred the door againſt: the 
murderer, 
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murderer, not borne the fatal inſtrument 
itſelf! At length the feeble eyes cloſe in 
peace; and the pain of bleeding wounds, 
and the pangs of fraternal cruelty are felt 
no more. The duſt returns to the 


earth as it was, and the ſpirit unto God 


* who gave it.” The ſpirit returns to 
God, to ſee his unclouded face, formerly 
ſeen through the medium of natural ob- 
jects, and of religious ſervices; to under- 
ſtand, and to enjoy the great myſtery of 


the atonement, hitherto known only in a 
figure. Happy Abel, thus early delivered 


from the fins and ſorrows of a vain world! 
And thus death, at whatever ſeaſon, in 
whatever form, and from whatever quar- 
ter it comes, is always unſpeakably great 
gain to a good man. 


"OW was the life, and ſuch the un- 
timely end of © righteous Abel,” for ſo 
our bleſſed Lord himſelf ſtyles him, who 
fell a martyr to religion. The remainder 
of Cain's hiſtory ; the ſhort view given 
us of the character of his deſcendants, to- 
gether with the birth of Seth, given and 
appointed of God to preſerve the ſacred 

F2 line, 
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line, to propagate the holy ſeed, in place 
of Abel, whom Cain flew; will, with the 
permiſſion of God, furniſh matter for an- 
other Lecture. Let us conclude the pre- 
ſent, by ſetting up the charaCter of Abel 
as an object of eſteem, and a pattern for 
imitation. 


Falrn in God, and in a Saviour to 
come ; and the righteouſneſs which 1s of 


God by faith, are the leading and ſtriking 
features of this portrait ; and by theſe, 


« being dead, he yet ſpeaketh,” or if you 


chuſe to adopt the marginal reading, 15 


e yet ſpoken of.” It is a deſirable thing 


to enjoy a good name while we live, and 


to be remembered with kindneſs after we 
are dead. But reputation is the gift of 


others; it is often gained without merit, 


and Joſt without a crime. Whereas true 
goodneſs is a real, unalienable poſſeſſion ; 
it cleaves to us in death; it accompanies 
us to the world of ſpirits ; it inſtructs the 
world while we live; it ſpeaks from the 


grave; it ſhines in the preſence of God in 
Heaven. Here, my friends, it is lawful 


and 
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and honourable to aſpire. Permit others 
to get before you in wealth or in fame; 
grudge not to your neighbour the ſupe- 
riority in wit, or ſtrength, or beauty: but 
yield to none in piety, in purity, in faith, 
in charity; aim at the higheſt honours of 
| the Chriſtian name; be humble, and be 
every thing. 


SALVATION, men and brethren, has, 
from the beginning, flowed in one and the 
ſame channel. There was not one goſpel 
to the antediluvian, and another to the 
| poſtdiluvian world; one method of re- 
© demption to the Jews, and another to the 
| Gentiles; but * Jeſus Chriſt, the ſame 
« yeſterday, and to-day, and for ever.” 
Abel, Abraham, Moſes, David, Simeon, 
Paul, and all who have been, or ſhall be 
| faved, lived and died in the faith of Chriſt, 
| < Neither is there ſalvation i any other; 

« for there is none other name under Hea- 
* yen given among men, whereby we muſt. 
© be ſaved.” * This therefore is the great 
commandment of God to us 1n theſe days 

F 3 of 


* Acts iv. 12. 
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of meridian light and glory, namely, that 


« we ſhould believe on the name of his 


Son Jeſus Chriſt, and love one another. 


Was Abel a type of Chriſt, as well as 


a believer in him? The Scripture indeed 
ſaith it not expreſsly ; but ſurely, without 


ſtraining, we may diſcern ſome ſtriking 
marks of reſemblance. What ſaith Moſes ? 
<« Abel was a keeper of ſheep.” What ſaith 
Chriſt? „I am the good ſhepherd : the 
« good ſhepherd giveth his life for the 
« ſheep.” What did Abel? He through 


« faith brought of 'the firſtlings of his 


« flock, and of the fat thereof, an offering 


ce unto the Lord.” What did Chriſt ? 


« Through the eternal ſpirit he offered 
e himſelf without ſpot to God.” Were 


Abel's days cut ſhort by the hand of vio- 
| lence? So Meſſiah, the Prince, was cut 
off, but not for himſelf,” Was Abel 


hated of, and ſlain by his brother? Chriſt 
« was deſpiſed and rejected“ of his own, 


and died by the treachery of a familiar 


friend in whom he truſted, and by the 
eruelty of thoſe who were his brethren 


accord- 
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SIS 


according to the fleſh. Did the blood of 
Abel cry to God from the ground, for ven- 
geance on the head of him who ſhed it? 
O, with what oppreſſive weight has the 
blood of Jeſus fallen, and how heavily does 
it ſtill lie on the heads of them, and of 
their children, who with wicked hands cru- 


cified and flew him! Could the blood of 
Abel atone for his fin? No: but the blood 


of Chriſt cleanſeth him, and every believer, 
from all ſin. Vet Abel died as a righteous 


man, Chriſt as a ſinner, —Abel, a guilty 
creature, was Juſtified and accepted through 
an imputed righteouſneſs; Chriſt, who was 
holy, harmleſs, undefiled, and ſeparated 


« from ſinners,” was condemned and ſuf- 


fered, becauſe * the Lord laid on him the 


« iniquity of us all.” Abel ſuffered death 
once for all; the body of Chriſt was © of- 
« fered once for all,” and by that one ſa- 
crifice, ©* he hath for ever perfected them 
« that are ſanctified. But we purſue the 
ſimilitude and the contraſt no farther. 
May God bleſs what has been ſaid. Amen, 
And to his holy name be praiſe. 
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LECTURE V. 


FOR THIS IS THE MESSAGE THAT YE HEARD FROM THE 
BEGINNING, THAT WE SHOULD LOVE ONE ANOTHER, 
| NOT AS CAIN, WHO WAS OF THAT WICKED ONE, AND 
SLEW HIS BROTHER; AND WHEREFORE SLEW HE 
HIM ? BECAUSE HIS OWN WORKS WERE EVIL, AND HIS 

BROTHER'S RIGHTEOUS. 


T is a pleaſant taſk to attend the foot- 


ſteps of the wiſe and good, through 
the thorny maze of human life: to draw 


nigh with the devout to the altar of God: 


to learn patience of the meek, compaſſion 


of the merciful, and kindneſs of the gene- 
rous; to love and admire them in life, and 
to regret them in death. But ah! how 
painful to trace the progreſs, and to mark 


the 
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the appearances, of © the carnal mind, 
cc which is enmity againſt God,” and ha- 
tred to man, from the firſt conception of 
an ill deſign, to the final execution of a 
deed of horror! © Luſt, having conceived, 


* bringeth forth ſin, and fin, when finiſh- 
«ed, bringeth forth death.” Neverthe- 


leſs, it is highly important, that even ob- 
jects of deteſtation ſhould be placed before 


the eyes of men ; that fin ſhould be viewed 


in her native lothſomeneſs and deformity, 
_ to excite, if poſſible, averſion and diſguſt. 
To direct men in the journey of life, it is 
neceſſary to erect beacons, the admonition 
of hidden dangers and death; as well as 
to ſet up indexes, to point out the right 
path. The two firſt men who were born 


into the world, are deſigned of Providence 


to anſwer this valuable purpoſe, to thoſe 


who ſhould come after them. Abel, 


though dead, continues to inſtruct men 


in the excellency, amiableneſs, and impor- 
tance of true religion ; Cain ſtands to all 
generations, a fearful example of ungo- 
vernable paſhon hurrying a man on to 


blood, and plunging him into deſpair.— 
Having 
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Having conſidered the former as a pattern 
for imitation, we are now to conſider the 


hiſtory of the latter, as affording an uſeful 


and ſeaſonable warning to look to our- 7 


ſelves, © leſt we alſo be hardened, 4 


cc the deceitfulneſs of ſin.” 


CAIN 105 now accompliſhed his bloody 


purpoſe. His envied, hated rival is now 

removed out of ſight: the virtues of his 
brother no longer reproach him: Abel 
ſtands no more in the way, to intercept 
the rays of the favour of God, or of man. 
Is he not now then at reſt? No eye ſaw 
him commit the murder. And if it were 


known, who ſhall call him to account ?— 


No eye ſaw him! Yes, the eye of Cain 
ſaw him: yes, the eye of God ſaw him: 


hence the whole earth becomes all eye to 
behold him, all tongue to accuſe him.— 
Who ſhall call him to account? That 
ſhall Cain; his own conſcience ſhall a- 
venge the murder: that ſhall the hand of 


every man, fly whither he will; for every 
man is concerned to deſtroy him, who 
makes light of the life of another: that 


ſhall 
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ſhall God, from whom he cannot fly. 


Revenge, like a deviliſh engine,” recoils 
on him that employs it; or like the flame 


of Nebuchadnezzar's fiery furnace, catches 
hold of, and deſtroys the miniſters of ven- 
geance, not the objects of it. 


Taz mournful tidings muſt ſoon reach 


the ears of the afflicted parents. What 
were now thy feelings, Eve, when he, 


who was expected to be a Saviour, turns 


out a deſtroyer? Which is the heavier 
affliction, a ſon prematurely and violently 


cut off; or a ſon living to preſent an ob- 
ject of horror and deteſtation to their eyes? 


A pious child dead, is beyond all contro- 
verſy, a poſſeſſion infinitely preferable to a 


profligate alive.—Alas | what ſhall they 


do? To overlook the murder, is to be- 


come partakers in the guilt of it ; to pu- 
niſh the murderer, as juſtice demands, 1s 


to render themſelves childleſs. Ah! how 
do the difficulties and diſtreſſes of their 
fallen eſtate increaſe upon guilty men every 


day! The cauſe, which was too hard for 


Adam to determine, God takes into his 
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own hand. And the Lord ſaid unto 


« Cain, where is Abel thy brother?“ “ 


Offences committed in ſecret, and offend- 


ers, whoſe power and ſtation bid defiance 
to earthly tribunals, fall properly under 
the immediate cognizance of Heaven. Be- 
hold the throne is ſet, and the judgment 
opened. How meek and gentle is God 


with this murderer! He would draw con- 
feſſion from his mouth, not as a ſnare, 


but as an indication of contrition. The 

end which God has in view, in making 
enquiry after blood, is, not the conviction 
and puniſhment; but the conviction, par- 
don, and recovery of the criminal. What 
a queſtion, ©* Where is thy brother ?” put 
by God himſelf to the wretch whoſe hands 


were yet reeking with his blood? What 


heart, hardened through fin, dictated the 
reply, © I know not, am I my brother's 
“ keeper ?” Is this the eldeſt hope of the 


firſt human pair? Is he not rather the firſt 
born of that accurſed being, who is a liar 


and a murderer from the beginning? 1 


know 


_ * Geneſis iv. 9, 
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e know not: Falſehood muſt be called 
in to cover that wickedneſs which we are 
aſhamed or afraid to avow. © Am I my 
e brother's keeper ?” How dreadful is the 
progreſs of vice! How crime leads on to 
crime! Envy begets malice ; malice in- 
ſpires revenge; revenge hurries on to 
blood; blood-guiltineſs ſeeks ſhelter un- 
| der untruth, and untruth attempts to ſup- 
| port itſelf by infolence, aſſurance, and 
| pride: and haughtineſs of ſpirit is but one 
| ſtep from deſtruction. Ah, little do men 
know, when they indulge one evil thought, 
or venture on one unwarrantable action, 
what the iſſue is to be! They vainly flat- 
ter themſelves it is in their power to ſtop 
when they pleaſe. But paſſion, like a 
fiery and unmanageable ſteed in the hands 
of an unſkilful rider, by one inconſiderate 
ſtroke of the ſpur, may be excited to ſuch 

a pitch of fury, as no ſkill can tame, no 
force reſtrain; but both horſe and rider are 
hurried together down the precipice, and 
periſh in their rage. 


* 0 4 * * * 24 N 

: 5 N 8 n 
my > SP e,, — 
e N — 


THE 


LECT. v. HISTORY OF CAIN. 95 


Tuz milder, and more indirect admo- 
nitions and reproofs of God's word and 
providence being miſunderſtood, ſlighted, 
or defied, juſtice is concerned, and neceſ- 
fity requires, to ſpeak in plainer language, 
and to bring the charge directly home: 
and that ſeverity is molt awful, which 
was preceded by gentleneſs, patience, and 
long-ſuffering. God at length awakes to 
vengeance; and he ſaid, What haſt thou 
« done? The voice of thy brother's blood 
crieth unto me from the ground.“ * 
And mark how every creature arms itſelf 
in the cauſe of God. The dead earth is 
repreſented as acquiring ſenſibility, and 
refuſing to cover blood: the ſilent ground 

becomes vocal, and loudly accuſes the cri- 
minal: the ſtones of the field are at war 
with him who has made God his foe: nay, 
the earth is made not only the accuſer, 
but the puniſher of the guilty ; for this 
new tranſgreſſion it falls under a heavier 
curſe. Adam for his offence, was doomed 
to eat bread with the ſweat of his brow ; 


was 
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hope of increaſe : but Cain ſhall ſpend his 


it; or at beſt produce a lean and ſcanty 


him as a monſtrous, miſhapen birth, of 
which ſhe is aſhamed, and which ſhe F 
wiſhes to deſtroy. He conſiders it as an 
_unnatural mother, whom no pains can = 


„ gitive and a vagabond ſhalt thou be in 
« the earth.” When the mind! 18 changed, 
every thing changes with it: when a man 

is at diſcord with himſelf, he is eternally 


tude; of a home is turned into a place of 
exile. The perſon whom all men ſhun is 
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was doomed to labour, yet to labour in 


ſtrength for nought and in vain. The 
ground ſhall preſent greater rigidity to the 
hand of cultivation : ſhall caſt out the 
ſeed throwninto it, or conſume and deſtroy 


crop. . Cain and the earth are to be mu- 
tually curſed to each other. I ſeems to 
tremble under, and ſhrink from the feet 
of a murderer ; it refuſes henceforth to 
yield unto him her ſtrength, and conſiders 


mollify, no ſubmiſſion reconcile. * A fu- 


from home. The ſpacious world, Cain's 
hereditary domain, is become a vaſt ſoli- 


every where a ſtranger; he who is ſmitten 
— ” of 
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of his own conſcience, is continually ſur- 
rounded with eines,. 


Tux ſame tt which engages men 
in criminal enterprizes, in the hope of 
impunity; throws them into deſpair, upon 
the denunciation of puniſhment. As 
they formerly expected much higher ſa- 
tisfaction from the execution of their 
wicked purpoſes, than the moſt ſucceſsful 
villany ever could beſtow; ſo now, their 
own guilty minds cutrun the awards of 
juſtice itſelf; and the awakened conſci- 
ence does ample vengeance upon the of- 
fender at length, amply vindicates the 
cauſe both of God and man. This is ſtrik- 
ingly exemplified in the caſe of Cain. His 
recent boldneſs and inſolence are a ſtrong 
contraſt to his preſent dejection and terror. 
He now ſinks under the apprehenſion of 
intolerable chaſtiſements, and forebodes 
greater evils than his ſentence denounced. 
| His baniſhment he conſiders as far from 
being the greateſt of the calamities of his 
condition; he feels himſelf excluded, hid- 
den from the gracious preſence of God-; 
„„ G and 
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3 and deſerted of his Maker, liable to fall 
| 1 buy the hand of every aſſailant. But God 
| remembers mercy in the midſt of anger: 
1 and the life which he himſelf was graci- 
| ouſly pleaſed to ſpare, no one elfe muſt, 

1 on any pretence whatever, preſume to take 
away. He only who can beſtow life, has 
h eg a right to diſpoſe of it. 


Ye over- curious enquirers, who muſt 
needs be informed of every thing, what 
1 does it concern you to know, by what mark 
[ God diſtinguiſhed Cain, to prevent his be- 

| ing killed by any one who might take 
upon himſelf to be the avenger of blood? 
[ 5 Speculation and conjecture, which with 
= ſome paſs for illuſtration-and knowledge, 

are not the objects of theſe exerciſes ; but 

whatever aſſiſts faith, whatever ſupports a 
ſound morality, whatever conveys real in- 

formation, inſpires a taſte for goodneſs, 

repreſſes inordinate and finful deſire; 
whatever teaches gratitude and love to 
God, and good-will to men, that we would 
carefully obſerve, and earneſtly inculcate. 

—As it is no part of our intention to 

wander into the regions of ſpeculation, 
_ — under 
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under a pretence of elucidating the ſacred 
hiſtory, it is ſtill leſs To, to enter the liſts 
of controverſy. Your Lecturer has, no 
doubt, his opinions and prejudices, like 
other men : his prejudices, however, he 1s 
confident to ſay, are on the ſide of truth, 
and virtue, and religion: his opinions, he 
has no inclination dogmatically to pro- 
© poſe; he neither wiſhes to make a ſecret 
of them; nor expects any one, much leſs 
the world, implicitly to adopt them. He 
is conſcious of a deſire to do good; not 
over anxious about fame; happy in the 
affection of many friends, and unconſci- 
ous of having given cauſe to any good 
man to be his enemy. Forgive a digrel- . 
ſion, ſuggeſted by the occaſion, not ram- 
bled into through deſign ; proceeding, not 
from the defire a man has to ſpeak of 
himſelf, but from a wiſh, by doing it once 
for all, to cut off all future occaſion of 
: ſpeaking i in, or of the firſt perſon. We 

| return to the Ty | 
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© Ir ſhall come to paſs, 4 ſays guilty, 
| trembling Cain, © that every one that 
v G 2 e findeth 
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e findeth me ſhall ſlay me.“ This is one 
of the many paſſages of Scripture, which 


the enemies of religion have laid hold of, 
and held forth, as contradictory to other 


parts of Revelation, in the view of inva- 
lidating and deſtroying the whole, Here, 


they allege, Moſes is inconſiſtent with him- 
ſelf; in deriving the whole human race 


from the common root of Adam, and at 
the ſame time ſuppoſing the world ſo po- 


pulous at the time of Abel's murder, as 
to excite in Cain a well-grounded appre- 
henſion of the public reſentment and pu- 
niſhment of his crimes. Either, ſay they, 
there were other men and women created 
at the ſame time with, or before Adam 
and Eve; or elſe Cain's fears are ground- 
leſs and abſurd. A learned and ingenious 
dritic has taken the trouble to refute this 
objection, by inſtituting a calculation 
founded on obvious probabilities at leaſt, 


by which it appears, that at the time of 
Abel's murder, the world was ſufficiently 


peopled, on the Moſiac ſuppoſition, That 
all mankind deſcended from Adam, to 


render the public juſtice an object of well- 
grounded 
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grounded apprehenſion to guilty Cain. 
We pretend not to aſſert, that the calcu- 
lation of a modern author is a demon- 
ſtration of a fact ſo remote: if it be pro- 
bable, it is ſufficient for our purpoſe, that 
of doing away one of the cavils of infide- 
lity. The birth of Seth is fixed, by the 
hiſtory, in the one hundred and thirtieth 
year of Adam: it is therefore reaſonable to 
place the death of Abel two years earlier, 
or near it; that is, in the one hundred and 
twenty-eigth year of the world. Now 
« though we ſhould ſuppoſe,” ſays the 
calculator, * © that Adam and Eve had 
* no other ſons in the year of the world 
* one hundred and twenty - eight but 
« Cain and Abel, it muſt be allowed that 
* they had daughters, who might early 
e marry with thoſe two ſons. I require 
© no more than the deſcendants of theſe 
e two, to make a very conſiderable num- 
* ber of men upon the earth, in the ſaid 
year one hundred and twenty-eight. 
For ſuppoſing them to have been mar- 
i G 3 „„ 
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. ce ried in the nineteenth year of the world, 
i te they might eaſily have had each of 
[ <« them eight children in the twenty-fifth 
| year. In twenty-five years more, the 
| e fiftieth of the world, their deſcendants 
Wl 7 ce in a direct line would be ſixty- four per- 
te ſons. In the ſeventy-fifth year, at the 
| « ſame rate, they would amount to five 
|| c“ hundred and twelve. In the one hun- 
| ce dredth year, to four thouſand and nine- 
| c ty-ſix: and in the one hundred and 
| © twenty-fifth year, to thirty-two thou- 
= fand ſeven hundred and fixty-eight,”— 
Now, if to this calculation we add, the 
| high degree of probability that Adam had 
| - many more ſons, beſides thoſe mentioned 
= in the record; that families were generally 
= more numerous. than the, ſuppoſition 
ſtates; that ſimple. manners, rural em- 
ployments, temperature of climate, and 
largeneſs of room, are circumſtances in- 
conceivably more favourable to popula- 
tion, than modern facts, and European 
cuſtoms give us any idea of, we ſhall have 
no reaſon to think it ſtrange, that Cain, 
under the preſſure of conſcious guilt, and 
; | | har- 
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harrowed with fear, which always both 
multiplies and magnifies objects far be- 
yond their real number and fize, ſhould 
be alarmed and intimidated at the num- 
bers of mankind, who, he ſuppoſed, were 
ready, and were concerned to execute ven- 
veance upon him. © He went out,” the 
hiſtory informs us, © from the preſence of 
« the Lord,” Some interpreters have, 
from this expreſſion, concluded, that even 
after the fall, God continued to reſide 
among men, in ſome ſacred ſpot adjoining 
to Eden, and in ſome ſenſible tokens of 
his gracious preſence : that thither gifts 
and facrifices were brought, and were 
| there offered up; and that from thence, 
Cain, for his heinous tranſgreſſion, was 
baniſhed, and exclued from the ſociety and 
privileges of the faithful. Whatever be 
in this, we know for certain that wicked 
men naturally ſhun God, and drive him 
as far from their thoughts as they can : 
and in the phraſe of Scripture, God is ſkid 
to hide his face” from wicked men; © to = 
turn his back” upon them; to give | 
them up,“ to denote his diſpleaſure with 
: T4 7h „ - them. 
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them. And he dwelt,” it is added, 

; e the land of Nod.” It is the ſame = 
which is rendered in the twelfth and four- 
teenth verſes, a vagabond. Why our tranſ- 


Wl - lators, in the two former verſes, give the 


meaning, or import of the word, and in the 


| ſixteenth verſe the letters of 1 it merely, 18 
not eaſily comprehenſible. Let it be tran- 
ſlated throughout, the ſenſe is perfectly 

clear, and all ground of idle enquiry taken 

away, In the twelfth verſe, God de- 

nounces his puniſhment, thou ſhalt not 

| die, but be Nod, a vagabond in the earth. 
ij - In the fourteenth verſe, Cain recognizes 


the juſtice of his ſentence, and bewails it ; 
« ] ſhall be Nod, a vagabond in the earth.” 
And in the ſixteenth, Moſes gives us the 


= went out from the preſence of the Lord, 
l « and dwelt 3 in the land of Ned,” a Vaga- 
x bond flying from place to place, ſkulking 

j in corners. ſhunning the haunts of men, 


: pangs, and tormenting apprehenſions of 


an ill conſcience. Though you remove 
all external d Anger, yet the wicked is as 


« the 


hiſtory of its being put in execution, he 


purſued inceſſantly by the remorſeful 1 
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« the troubled ſea, which cannot reſt, 
e whoſe waters caſt up mire and dirt :” 
« he is Magor miſſabib,” a terror to him- 
« ſelf”, To live in perpetual fear, to live 


at diſcord with a man's ſelf, 1s not to live 


at all. 


Tur poſterity of Cain are repreſented, 
in Scripture, as the firſt to build a city. 


The mutual fears and wants of men drive 
them into ſociety ; put them upon raiſing 
bulwarks, deviſing reſtraints, cultivating. 
the arts which afford the means of de- 
fence againſt attacks from without, or 


which amuſe and divert within. The 
invention of muſic, and of manufactures 


in braſs and iron, are, accordingly, like- 
wiſe aſcribed to his deſcendants. When 


men are got together in great multitudes, 
as their different talents will naturally 


het each other to the invention of new 


arts of life, and the cultivation of ſci- 


ence; fo their various paſſions, mingling 


with, and acting upon one another, wall 
neceſſarily produce unheard of diſorders 
and irregularities. Hence, in Enoch, the 


the 
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the city of Cain, and in Lamech, the ſixth 
from Cain, we firſt read of that invaſion of 
the rights of mankind, polygamy, or the 
marrying more wives than one, Ina 
great city, as there will be many who omit 
doing their duty altogether, ſo there will 

be ſome, who will take upon them to do 
more than duty preſcribes. The unvarying 

nearneſs, or equality which Providence has 
preſerved from the creation of the world, 
of male and female births, is full demon- 
ſtration, independent of all ſtatute law, 
that the Governor of the World means 
every man to have his own wife, and 
every woman her own huſband; that to 
neglect his intention in this matter, is an 
attempt to counteract his Providence; and 

that to outrun it is an effort, equally vain, 
preſumptuous, wicked, and abſurd, to 
mend his work. 


How long Cain lived, and when, or 
where, and in what manner he died, we 
have no information. And little ſatisfac- 
tion can it yield, to attend the footſteps 
- a wicked and err man, through 


a life 
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a life of guilt and remorſe, to. a latter 
3 end of horror. Better for him he had never 
Z been born, than to have lived a ſorrow 
do her that bare him, deteſted and ſhun- 
ned of all men, © a fugitive and a vaga- 
b bond in the earth,” a burthen and a 
terror to himſelf. Better for him his 
name had never been mentioned among 
poſterity, than to have it tranſmitted. to 
lateſt generations, ſtained with a brother's. 
blood. But it is of high importanee to 
know, that God, in his good time, ſup- 
plied the place of righteous Abel, pre- 
ſerved alive the holy ſeed, and ſecured 
a ſucceſſion, which ſhould at length ter- 
minate in that promiſed ſeed,” who was 
* to, bruiſe the ſerpent's head,” who was 
* to deſtroy the works of the Devil.” 
« And Adam knew his wife again: and 
&. ſhe bare a ſon, and called his name Seth, 
for God, ſaid, ſhe, hath appointed me 
c another ſeed, inſtead; of "vs wham 
Cain flew.” 


his wicked man's hiſtory is a loud 
admonition to all, to watch over their 1 
ſpirits; 1 
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ſpirits ; and carefully to guard againſt the 
firſt emotions of envy, anger, hatred, con- 
tempt, malice or revenge. And the words 
of Jeſus Chrift confirm and enforce the 


ſolemn warning, “ ſay unto you, that 
« whoſoever is angry with his brother 


te without a cauſe, ſhall be in danger of 


the jugdment; and whoſoever ſhall ſay 
e unto his brother, Raca, ſhall be in dan- 


to thy brother, and then come and offer 
ce "Oy gift.“ * 


ther, a ſiſter fall by it! That furious 


« ger of the council: but whoſoever ſhall 


« ſay, Thou fool, ſhall be in danger of 


« hell fire. Therefore, if thou bring thy 


46 « gift to the altar, and there remembereſt 
„that thy brother hath aught againſt 
« thee; Leave there thy gift before the 
« altar, and go thy way; firſt be reconciled 


HorD thy bloody hand, ths daughter 
of murderous Cain ! why ſhould a bro- 


look is æ dagger; that unkind word has 
made the blood, the heart's blood to fol- 
low it. Daughter of murderous Cain ! a 

female 


Matt. v. 22, 23, 24. 
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female hand armed with a ſword, lifted 
up to flay, dipped in blood! No, ſhe 
wields a more deadly weapon, ſhe bran- 
diſhes an envenomed tongue : poiſon more 
fatal than that of aſps is under her lips; 
it is not the body that ſuffers, when that 1 
unruly member moves; it is the ſpirit, it : 
is the ſpirit that bleeds: the man dies, 0 
and ſees not who it was that hurt him; wn 
he periſhes in the beſt part of himſelf || 
his good name is blaſted ; and what has he W 
left worth poſſeſſing ? The ſight of a little ith 
material blood makes her faint: a dead 1 
corpſe terrifies and ſhocks her; but ſhe 
can calmly, and with delight, ſit down to 
that horrid human ſacrifice, a murdered, 
mangled reputation 
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Bur the hiſtory, alſo, in its connec- 
tion, inſpires holy joy and confidence in 
God, by repreſenting, the conſtant, ſea- 
ſonable, and ſuitable interpoſitions of his 
Providence, according to the various ex1- Al. 
gencies of mankind. - Devils and wicked 1 
men are continually aiming at defacing 
his image, at marring his work; but 1 
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they cannot prevail. The purpoſes of the 
divine wiſdom and mercy are not to be 
defeated by the united efforts of earth and 
hell. Abel dies, but- Seth ſtarts up in his 
room. Jeſus expires on the croſs, but 
* through death deſtroys him that had 
e the power of death, that is, the Devil.” 
« Surely, O Lord, the wrath of man ſhall 
te praiſe thee, and the remainder of wrath 
« thou ſhalt reſtrain.” read 


HISTORY | 


X'S N 0 : # » < 
F c * 9 : 5 « wt 
N 4 4 br IT'S. r 9 c e 2 3 1 Re” 3 = n D 1 
\ TT * * TIP {= 26 — 9 230 * * ä G "wt 2 1 ends . 22 e CHEN — - 0 D „ 1 * N —— * 
by ws a Ih AT 9 * 9 „ ˙——̃ ae “ ]—˙—...,]7˙—:o' ENT n SEP e PEE, Int Oy OY USE A = e Wn » 
Ek, n * Ry 228 22 R 2 * 3 l 2 I CE Ty = * 8 n IX: 8 8 e e 1 N 5 E Rp ae OI, rac #44) 4 £ 
N 8 one N 2 8 d n 2 : 5 f wn + fav ng er 5 N . 3 "OY La et DE A 
CW T n ; CER ae I Tu GW Oe I SI eu tot 5 TG bens 1 eNotes ; 
2 £ a * WP wy ES I? "1 = * A 8 ad FORE * - 6: — N * ä ** : * * * p . 


_ 


LECTURE VI. 


GENESIS, V. 24. 


AND ENOCH WALKED WITH GOD, AND HE WAS 
| NOT ; FOR GOD TOOK HIM. 


PHE regular and uniform dominion 
of the laws of nature, or the occa- 
fional ſuſpenſion and alteration of them, 
are equally a proof of the Being and Pro- 
vidence of God. Whether the ſun with 
uninterrupted ſpeed continues to perform 
his daily and annual courſe; or whether 
he © ſtands ſtill in Gibeon,” or © goes 
back on the dial of Ahaz; the inter- 
poſition of the Moſt High 1s equally ap- 
parent, and equally to be adored. And 
why may not He, who © has appointed 
e unto 
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te unto all men, once to die,” in order to 
make his power known, and his goodneſs 
felt, exhibit here and there an illuſtrious 
_ exemption from the power of the grave, 
and thereby vindicate his ſovereign rights 
as the great arbiter and diſpoſer of life and 
death. ] 
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To fallen Adam it was denounced, | | 
_ « Duſt ou art, and to duſt thou ſhalt 
« return; * by one man © ſin entered in- q 7 
ce to the world, and death by ſin, and 1 
* fo death paſſed upon all men, for that c 
« all have ſinned :” But, behold the mor- It 
tal ſentence is remitted in favour of Enoch, W © 
the ſeventh from Adam; behold the or- » 
der of nature is altered, the decree of Hea- a 
ven is diſpenſed with; he is © tranſlated E 2 
« without taſting of death.” When an p 
event, ſo entirely out of courſe, takes place, d 
it is natural, and not unprofitable, to en- te 
quire into the cauſes of it; for when the ſu 
iſſue is ſingular and uncommon, we juſtly be 
conclude that the circumſtances which v 
led to it, were likewiſe ſingular and un» | ti: 
common. The Holy Scriptures afford us, | 
but 


N 
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but ſparingly, materials for a life, which 
concluded ſo very differently from that of 
other men ; but what they have turniſhed, 

15 ſtriking and inſtructive. 


Tux venerable father of the human race 
had now himſelf paid the debt of nature. 
| The curſe of the broken law had been ſeen 
and felt in the unnatural and premature 
death of Abel ; and was at length inflicted, 
in the departure of Adam, at the mature 
age of nine hundred and thirty years. The 
events which had hitherto taken place from 
the fall, were ſo many ſucceſſive demon- 
ſtrations of the ju/tice of God; under the 
weight of which, men were, one after 
| another, ſinking into the grave. All that 
mercy had as yet done, was to grant a re- 
prieve of forfeited life: and death, though 
delayed to the thouſandth year, is still bit= 
| terneſs in the end. We may reaſonably 
ſuppoſe the faithful themſelves to have 
been overwhelmed at the ſight of ſo many 
vials of wrath, poured out from time to 
time on their guilty race: and that they 
| were incapable of diſcovering the promiſes | 
Vor „ H ö bl 
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favour and triumph, of life and immor- 
tality, through the obſcure veil of that 
promiſe, © the ſeed of the woman ſhall 
e bruiſe the head of the ſerpent.” The 
ſacrifice of Abel indeed diſcovered a faith 
in God, which raiſed the ſpirit above the 
fear and the ſtroke of death; and good 
men like him, would be led in their dying 
moments, with holy confidence and joy, 
to commit their departing ſouls to God, as 
unto a faithful Creator; but the body evi- 

dently returned to it's duſt, ſuffered cor- 
ruption, and was diſſolved. . Religion ac- WW 

cordingly furniſhed, as yet, but imper- | ( 
fectly, one of the moſt powerful motives WM 
which it propoſes to bring men unto God, 
© as the rewarder of all them that dili- 
„ gently ſeek him.”—But at length He d 
vouchſafes to unveil the inviſible world; 
and ſhews it to be poſſible for fleſh and 

blood to inherit the kingdom of God.” 
Within fifty-ſeven years from the time that 
Adam was laid in the duſt, Enoch, with- 
out undergoing that change, paſſes imme- 
diately into the preſence and paradiſe of 
God. And thus there was placed before 
I the 
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the eyes of the church, and of the world, in 
that early period, an anticipated view and 
example, of the final victory which the 
Meſſiah was at laſt to obtain over death, 
and all the other enemies of man's ſalva- 
tion. 
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Exocn, however illuſtrious and diſtin- 
guiſhed in his latter end, as well as by 10 
the ſaperior ſanctity of his life, came into 
the world in the uſual manner, and ful- 
| filled the duties of the ordinary relations | 
of human life, while he continued in it. = 
; One great branch of holy walking with 
God, is uſeful walking among men. Hav- | 
ing, to the proper period, lived in the 6 
| obedience and ſubjection of a ſon, he in _ 
due time becomes the maſter of a family 1 
| and a father; for Methuſelah was born = 
to him in the ſixty-fifth year of his age, a 
period earlier than that at which any of 
| the Patriarchs, according to the record, | 
| became a parent, except his grandfather | 
| Mahalalee. It is not the religion of God, | 
| which withdraws, or excludes men from i 
ore ¶ fociety ; and teaches diſreſpect to the ſecu- 
tne © 8 lar 
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lar deſtinations of Providence, or the re- 


would repreſent as impure, what God de- 
clares pure, and permits to all, enjoins 
upon all; it is © a ſeducing ſpirit, and a 


being uſeful, and of doing good; he wick- | 
expect from him. 


human race; as a link in the mighty chain 


lative obligations and connections of life. 
No, it is the religion of Satan, which 


ce doctrine of devils,” which forbids to 
marry, * which God hath created to be 
e received with thankſgiving of them who 
ce believe and know the truth.” What, is 
a wretched ſolitary monk in his cell hoher 
than Enoch, the father. of a numerous 
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family, who pleaſed God, ſo as to be re- 
warded with exemption from death, and 


with immediate admiſſion into the king- 


dom of Heaven? He who lives uncon- 


nected, wilfully contracts his ſphere of 


edly hides his talent in the ground: he 
robs God, his country, and his kindred, 
of ſervices which they have a Juſt right to 


AGcain, this holy man deſerves our no- 
tice, as one of the great anceſtors of the 


of 
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of Providence, which was gradually bring- 
ing on that eventful period, that fullneſs 
of time, when the firſt-born among many 
« brethren,” laſt in order of ſucceſſion, but 
firſt in dignity, ſhould come for our ſal- | 
vation, Enoch was born in the year of 1 
the world fix hundred and twenty-two. ll 
Adam died fifty-ſeven years before his 
tranſlation. Of conſequence they were 
contemporaries, or lived together, for no 
leſs a period than three hundred and eight 
years. Adam's whole ſtock of natural and 
divine knowledge might accordingly have 
been, and moſt probably was, communi- 
cated, by word of mouth, to Enoch, in ſo kl 
long a courſe of years: and much did he 
profit by a communication ſo important. 
And this, by the way, inſtructs us in one 
final cauſe of the longevity of the Patri- 
archs in the antediluvian world. As there 
was then no written word, no transferable 
record of divine truth, all religious know- 
ledge muſt have been greatly marred and 
impaired, if not entirely loſt, in the rapid 
lapſe of generations, reduced to the pre- 
ſent ſhort ſtandard of half a century, But 
Wn Sog 
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. God graciouſly lengthened out life then 
0 to many centuries; whereby the father 
| woas enabled to inſtruct his poſterity of the 
ſeventh or eighth generation, in the things 
which he himſelf had received immediate- 
ly from the fountain of all truth and 
knowledge. Thus are the diſpenſations of 
Providence ſuited to the neceſſities of man- 
| kind; thus can God remedy every incon- 
| veniency, and make up every defect, in a 
E wy — to himſelf.— But to proceed, 


e 


ENoch was an illuſtrious perſon, not 
only in the church, but among the hea- 
then. Euſebius, the famous eccleſiaſtical 

hiſtorian, who flouriſhed and wrote in the 
fourth century of the Chriſtian era, quotes 
| Eupolemus, a heathen author of credit, 
| as affirming, that the Babylonians conſider 
Enoch as the author of their aſtrology; 
aud allege, that he 18 the ſame who is 
called Arlas by the Greeks, who from his 
profound | kill! in natural objects, and par- 
ticularly from his diſcoveries i in aſtronomy, 
was hyperbolically ſaid to ſuſtain the hea- 
vens on his ſhoulders. The expreſſion, 
3 1 Enoch 
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«© Enoch walked with God,” 1s, in con- 
formity to this opinion, interpreted of his 
cloſe and intenſe application to the ſtudy 
of Nature, and of the great additions to 
the public ſtock of acquired knowledge, 
which he made, in conſequence of it. 
That this may warrantably be ſuppoſed to 
conſtitute one branch of © walking with 
«* God” we are not diſpoſed to deny.— 
The ſtudy of nature is honourable, pleaſ- 
ing, and improving, and * the inviſible 
e things of God” may be clearly traced in 
„the things that are made.“ But had 
Enoch been merely a great naturaliſt, a 
ſagacious aſtronomer, or a profound ſooth- 
ſayer, he had not been tranſmitted to fu- 
ture generations by a diſtinction ſo ho- 
nourable and ſo uncommon ; nor had his 
hiſtory merited ſo much of your attention 
as has already been beſtowed upon it. 
Whether he was an adept in the ſcience of 
Nature or not, we know, upon the beſt 
authority, that he was a great * prophet,” 
for Jude, the ſervant of Jeſus Chriſt, in 
his general Epiſtle quotes him in that qua- 
lity, in theſe words: Enoch alſo the 
- 4 « ſeventh 


* 
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« ſeventh from Adam, propheſied of theſe, 
« ſaying, Behold the Lord cometh with 
te ten thouſands of his ſaints, to execute 
ce judgment upon all, and to convince all 
that are ungodly among them, of their 
e ungodly deeds, which they have ungodly 
© committed, and of all their hard ſpeeches, 
ce which ungodly ſinners have ſpoken a- 
« cainſt him.”* Now it is no buſineſs of 
1 mine to enquire in what record Jude found 
| this prophecy of Enoch; it is ſufficient 
for my purpoſe that an Apoſtle of the 
Lord delivers it as ſuch. Our purpoſe, is 
not to anſwer the objections, and refute 
the cavils of unbelievers, but, humbly to 
attempt to illuſtrate, enforce, and apply 
Scripture truth, to thoſe who receive the 
Bible as the word of God; as the guide 
of their faith, the ſource of their hope, 
| and the rule of their life.—From the pro- 
phecy itſelf, it is of importance to obſerve 
| how early, and how powerfully the doc- 
| trine of a judgment to come was taught 
to the world. How clearly do thoſe men 
diſcern, 
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diſcern, whoſe eyes are opened by the ſpirit 
of the living God! How vaſt and how 
profound mult that intelligence be, which 
can communicate, even to man, the fore- 
knowledge of events the moſt remote; 
which revealed to Enoch, in the very in- 
fancy of the world, the awful day of it's 
diſſolution! 


Ix this holy man it is apparent, that 
the grace of God's ſpirit accompanied his 
gifts; the ſpirit of prophecy blended with 
the ſpirit of “faith, and love, and of a 
« ſound mind.” Not like Balaam, who 
ſaw in prohetic viſion, the ſtar of Jacob 
ariſing, but in unbelief ſhut his eyes 1 
againſt it's light; who deſcried things to | 
come by the inſpiration of the living God; Y li 

but ſottiſhly yielded homage to them who 1 
are no gods; who lived a prophet, but if 
died an idolater : not like Caiaphas, who | 
following the impulſe of his own paſſions, 
and governed by the prejudice of a blinded 
mind, uttered a truth which he was not 
aware of; ſtumbled on a prediction which 
he was unknowingly, undeſignedly help- 


ing 
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the ſolemn truth which he preached to 
others, daily improved by it himſelf. How 
apt are men to err in this reſpe& ! They 


_ earneſtly covet the gifts, which are diſ- 


penſed but to a few, and are not always 


ſanctified to the poſſeſſor; while they are 


careleſs about the graces which God is 


ever ready to beſtow upon all, and which 
always accompany falvation. Let me poſ- 


ſeſs, O God, an humble and a charitable 
ſpirit, though with the ſimplicity of a 


child, rather than © ſpeak with the tongue 
«of men, « or of angels,” and be deſtitute 
of it. 


Tus leads us to the intereſting, impor- 
tant, andinſtructive part of Enoch's hiſtory, 
namely, his moral and religious character, 
expreſſed in theſe few but comprehenſive 


words, Enoch walked with God.” Every 


thing elſe is tranſitory and fading. Youth- 


ful vigour and beauty are but the ſhort 
lived flowers of the Spring, which die as 
ſoon as they are born; the honourable 
diſtinctions of this world are bubbles of 


empty 
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empty air, which burſt in a moment, and 
_ diſappear for ever; ſcientific reſearches 


and diſcoveries, are only the amuſements 
of children, who know but in part, and 


ſee as © in a glaſs darkly: but holy walk- 


ing with God 1s the honourable employ- 


ment of a man; it is a permanent and 


perennial ſource of ſatisfaction; it is the 


eſſence of life; the cure of pain; the 


conqueror of death; the gate of immorta- 


ty; it is Heaven upon earth. And where- 
in does it conſiſt? © Can two walk toge- 
* ther, except they be agreed?” No. 
Walking with God muſt therefore com- 
mence in reconciliation to God: and Scrip- 
tures knows, acknowledges, teaches no way 


of reconciliation but one. And the ſacred 


commentator on the paſlage and character 
under review, lays down this great leading 
principle of religion, as the foundation of 
Enoch's holy converſation, and of the ho- 
nours which he of conſequence attained, 
“By faith Enoch was tranſlated, that he 


« ſhould not ſee death, and was not found, 


e becauſe God had tranſlated him: for be- 
1 fore his tranſlation he had this teſtimony, 
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« that he pleaſed God. But without faith it 


© cometh to God, mult believe that he is, 
c and that he is a rewarder of them that 
ce diligently ſeek him.” * Now, in every 
age of the world, faith has but one and 
the ſame object. From Abel down to the 


youngeſt of the Prophets, and from the 
| fiſherman who left his nets, and his 
worldly all to follow Jeſus, to the end of 
time, the being, the nature, and the will 
of God have been, and can be, ſaving ly 


known, and the mercy of God ſavingly 


embraced, only through a Mediator. 


On this foundation, what a ſuperſtruc- 


ture of Holineſs may be raiſed ! What 
gratitude, love, ſubmiſſion, and obedience 
to God! What complacency and delight 

in him! What kindneſs, compaſſion, for- 


bearance, beneficence, and charity towards 
men! What gentleneſs, meekneſs, pu- 
rity, peace; to adorn, to compoſe, to tran- 


quilize, to bleſs the man himſelf ! What 


e perſeverance, uniformity, in- 


creaſe 
* Hebrews xi. 5. 6. 
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creaſe in goodneſs! What venerability 
as a patriarch ! What dignity as a ſove- 
reign! What ſanctity as a prieſt! What 
reſpectability as a huſband, a father, a 
maſter! What utility as a pattern and 
example! And ſuch an one was Enoch; 
thus he lived and walked with God ; and 
thus eſcaped death, that end of all men: 
He was not, for God took him.” This 
is the laſt memorable particular of his 
hiſtory. About the import of the words 
we can be at no loſs, after the Apoſtle 
has explained them, by his being © tranſ- 
ce lated that he ſhould not ſee death.” 
With the manner of that tranſlation we 
have nothing to do, as Scripture is ſilent. 
If God intended it to be a public admoni- 
tion or encouragement to the men of that 
generation, we may reſt aſſured he gave 
full and ſatisfactory evidence concerning 
it. That he meant it to afford univerſal 
and everlaſting inſtruction to mankind, 
it is impoſſible to doubt, from his giving Mt 
it ſo honourable and fo diſtinguiſhed a _ 
place in his word. And what is the in- 
ſtruction which it adminiſters to the world? 
Simply 
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Simply this, that a life of faith and holi- 


neſs is but one remove from glory : that 
Heaven deſcended to earth, will quickly 


raiſe men from earth to Heaven: that 


death either averted, or overcome and de- 
ſtroyed, will at length open a paſſage to 
perfect union with God and enjoyment of 


Him. Why ſhould I detain you, to relate 


the dreams of viſionaries, and the fables 


of impoſtors, reſpecting the manner in 


which God diſpoſed of Enoch after his 


aſſumption? There 1s no edification, and 
indeed but little amuſement, in the bold 


fictions of a Mahomet, or the wild con- 
jectures of a Jewiſh Rabbin. We ac- 
knowledgeno other paradiſe, or habitation 
of the bleſſed, but that repreſented in 
Scripture, as the place where God gives 
the brighteſt evidences of his gracious pre- 
| ſence, and communicates his glory in full 
ſplendour. That, to which Jeſus on the 
croſs promiſed to conduct the penitent 
thief. That which Paul calls the 7þ:rd 
Heaven : and which in other places of 
the Bible is denominated Heaven ſimply 
and by way of excellency. Thither was 

Enoch 
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Enoch taken ; thither alſo did Elyah, two 

thouſand one hundred and twenty-one 

years afterward, mount on a chariot of 

fire, and the wings of a whirlwind ; and 
finally, thither at length, in placid ma- 

jeſty, aſcended the Captain of our Salva- 

tion, © leading captivity captive.” 
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Thus, in each of the thre? great periods 

of the church, was exhibited an inſtance 
of a man taken up into Heaven, body and 
ſpirit, as a ſupport and encouragement 

| to the hope of believers, of attaining the 
ſame felicity. Enoch before the law was 
given; Elijah under the legal economy; 
and jeſus Chriſt, the Saviour of men, un- 

der the evangelical diſpenſation. And God, 

in conducting theſe events, has gradually 
diſcloſed life and immortality, from the 
dawning of the morning light, to the full 
glory of meridian ſplendour. It was a 
ſoothing, and an animating. ſpectacle for 
the faithful of the firſt world, to ſee a 
good man vaniſh away, and after living 

his period on earth, in piety, purity, and 
peace, lodged, not in a tomb, but in the 

| boſom 


— —— — ——ů ůů ů — Sn rd 2 F 8 - * : I 
K A TTW 2 — * . 2 
— — 9. 5 8 { - 2 oc. - 2 3 N F . 1 
— : — Fi 3 Rn Le 5 Eo ve : Ty : - ö 
r A f — <li 3 8 2 eee R = _ 
* p 4 . N 3 * — 42 2 bag - . >. Go, A TIO — — 2 — 2 
SD I 3 I IR Es * . — — 
7232 ee OE — IT ] . ED — — . ———— Cara Tos 5 — Or. — F 
. - -—- —_ 
þ . — 4 : 
8 8 E CEE ERS — — 0 en — — 2 — I 
4 I — 1 — * = wy 93 * —— — — — — on : A. - 
wy = ears A CL mg peri hog Fo tr Ry on : Key” Ser — — 8 e — 
2 * — „ _ 21 — 


— 8 ———— * * icy 
— * nw 6 — — — - bp 
_ Wo oe 2 og bor £: nahog < wo be A. . - A 
4, - ———— « * — — — 
" = - _— . hn wen 88 
— r N — 2 . 
p 


Xt 128 HISTORY OF ENOCH. [LECT. vi. 


boſom of God. It was yet a ſtronger 
| preſumption of immortality, to thoſe who 
| lived in the ſecond period, to ſee the Hea- 
1 vens opened for the reception of one of their 
| | prophets ; and celeſtial miniſters in flam- 
ing fire, not of anger, but of love, ſent to 
conduct him to the place of the bleſſed. 
But it is a demonſtration to Chriſtians, 
and indeed the earneſt and pledge of their 
inheritance, to ſee the great Author and 
Finiſher of their faith, gradually and ma- 
jeſtically riſing through thoſe vaſt regions 
which ſeparate earth from Heaven ; and 
to hear the church triumphant ſummon- 
ing the gates of the palace of glory to be 
opened, to receive the King of Glory, on 
his coming to prepare manſions of bliſs 
for their reception, when the days of their 
| probation are ended. © Such an High 
| | « Prieſt became us, who is holy, harm- 
| « Jeſs, undefiled, ſeparate from finners, * 
and made higher than the Heavens,” 0 


views, can be compared only with each 
other; but in all things, us mult have the 
pre- 


| 
| RS 
{ © Exocn, Elijah, and Chriſt, in certain 
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pre-eminence. : ' They propheſied through 
the power and virtue of the ſpirit given 
unto them; he is the giver of that ſpirit 
to them' and to all the prophets. As 
mere men, they muſt-have had their infir- 
mities, and the infirmities of one of them 
are upon record; but he knew infirmity 
only. by a fellow feeling with the miſe- 
rable, and he is the atonement for their 
ſins. By the power and mercy of God, 
they were talen up into Heaven; by his 
own power he aſcended on high; they as 
| ſervants, he as the eternal Son of God. In 
| bem, we have a repeated inſtance of bo- 
dies glorified without ſuffering death; he 
was dead, and is alive again,” and car- 
ried to Heaven a body which had been 
laid in the tomb. In them we have an ob- 
ject of admiration and aſtoniſhment; in 
lim, a pattern for imitation,” a Saviour in 
© whom to truſt, a ground of hope whereon 
to reſt, Faith exempted them from death; 
and faith ſhall at length redeem all the 
7 | followers of the Lamb from the power of 9 99 
| the grave. Enoch and Elijah aſcended as T ' TH 
2 bolitary individuals, Chrift as the. firſt 
| | I | fruits 5 os 
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fruits of them that ſleep: and * lifted 
« up,” is drawing an elect world unto 
him. They were admitted to regions un- 
known, and among ſociety untried : he 
only returned to the mo from whence 
he came. 


Wr nel the: Hiſtory af; Enoch 
with this obvious, but we truſt, not-uſe- 
leſs reflection That thoſe lives which de- 

ſerve moſt to be had in remembrance, are 
moſt eaſily recorded, and conſiſt of feweſt 

articles. The hiſtory of an Enoch is 
comprized in three words, while the ex- 
ploits of an Alexander, a Cæſar, or any 
other of the ſcourges and deſtroyers of 
mankind, ſwell to many volumes. But 

what compariſon is there between the 

bubble reputation, beſtowed by hiſtorians, 

poets, or orators, on the worthleſs and 

the wicked; and the ſolid, ſterling praiſe 

conferred on the wiſe and good, by the 

ſpirit of God, by whom actions are 
weighed, and who will at laſt © bring 

« every ſecret thing into judgment; * And 

T7 | wo 
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wo be unto them, who love the praiſe of 
men more than the praiſe of God, 


InTo what a little meaſure ſhrinks the 
whole hiſtory of mankind previous to the 
flood; though a period of no leſs than one 
thouſand fix hundred and fifty-ſix years! 
---To that great revolution of the world 
we are now brought ; and the follow- 
ing Lecture, if God permit, will contain | 
the firſt part of the Hiſtory of Noahz 
in whoſe perſon, the old and new worlds, 
through the vaſt chaſn of the deluge, 
were connected together: and who is ex- 
hibited in Scripture as a type of him, 
whoſe perſon Heaven and earth are united, 
and by whom all things are to be made 
new. May God bleſs what has been 1 
* Amen. | | 1 
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LECTURE VIL 


| GENESIS v. 28, 29. 

AND LAMECH LIVED AN HUNDRED EIGHTY AND TWO 
YEARS, AND BEGAT A SON: AND HE CALLED HIS 
NAME NOAH, SAYING, THIS SAME SHALL COMFORT 

us CONCERNING OUR WORK AND TOIL OF OUR 
HANDS, BECAUSE OF THE GROUND WHICH THE 

LORD HATH CURSED. : © 
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IME fortunes and characters of men 

are various as their faces. What di- 
verſity has appeared in the lives, and in 
the latter end, of thoſe perſons whoſe 
hiſtory has already paſſed under our re- 
view, in the courſe of theſe Exerciſes ! 
Adam experienced a change more bitter 
than death. Abel periſhed by the hand 
of his brother. The murderer becomes 
13 aa terror 
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= a terror to himſelf, lives in exile, and dies 

X unnoticed, Enoch is gloriouſly exempted 
| from the ſtroke of death, and carried di- 
| rectly to Heaven, Noah ſurvives the 
| whole human race, his own family ex- 
= cepted; lives to behold a world deſtroyed, 

| a world reſtored. 
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Wr are now arrived at that memo- 
- rable revolution, of which there exiſt ſo 
many ſtriking marks on the external ap- 
pearance of. the globe; of which there 
are ſuch frequent and diſtin& intimations 
in the traditional monuments and records 
of all the learned nations of antiquity ; 
and of which it has pleaſed God to give 
ſuch an ample and circumſtantial detail in 
Scripture. 5 
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Concerning Noah great expectations 
were formed, from the moment of his 
bir th. The world was arrived at an un- 
1 common pitch of corruption and degene- 
racy. The natural evils which fleſh is 
it heir to, were prodigiouſly increaſed by ir- 


=} religion and vice ; ſo that the earth groan- 
ed, 
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ed, as it were, under the curſe of God, 
and the violence and impiety of men. 
Lamech, the father of Noah, with the 
fondneſs and partiality of parental affec- 


tion, flatters himſelf that his new- born 


ſon would prove a comfort to himſelf, 
and a bleſſing to mankind; and, moſt pro- 


bably directed by the ſpirit of prophecy, 


beſtows upon him a name ſignificant of 


his future character and conduct; of the 
ſtation which he was to fill, and the pur- 
poſe which he was to ſerve, in the deſ- 


tination of Providence. He had the ſa- 


tisfaction of living to ſee his expectations 
realized; and his eyes cloſed in peace at a 
good old age, five years before that great 
calamity which overyhelmed the human 


race the deluge, 


SCRIPTURE accounts for the univerſal 


depravity of that awful period, in theſe 
words, And it came to paſs, when men 


ce began to multiply on the face of the 


c earth, and daughters were born unto 


* them, That the ſons of God ſaw the 
* daughters of men, that they were fair ; 
I 4 cc | and | 
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« they choſe. * 
moſt reſpectable and judicious interpreters 
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ce and they took them wives of all which 
Theſe expreſſions the 


explain, as deſcriptive of unhallowed and 


imprudent intermarriages between the po- 


ſterity of pious Seth, here called © the ſons 
© of God,” and the female deſcendants of 
wicked Cain, 'denominated *< the daugh- 


* ters of men.” Attracted by external 
and tranſitory charms, they form alliances 
inconſiſtent with wiſdom, and diſallowed 
of Heaven. The invention of the fine 


arts being in the family of Cain, it is not 


abſurd to ſuppoſe, that theſe were called 


in aid to perſonal beauty ; and that the 
allurements of muſic and dreſs in parti- 


. cular, were employed by the daughters of 
Jubal, the father of all fuch as handle 
the harp and organ,” and of Tubal-Cain, 
Ls the inſtructor of every artificer in braſs 


e and iron,” to ſupport the impreſſion al- 


ready made by their fair looks. What en- 


ſued? . That which will always happen to 


pony unwiſely and unequally yoking it- 


ſelf 


% Geneſis vi. 1, 2. 
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ſelf with irreligion and profanity. The evil 
principle, being much more powerful to 
pervert the good, than the good to reform 
the evil.— Giants are ſaid to have been the 
iſſue of thoſe unfortunate marriages; lite- 
rally, perhaps, men of huge ſtature, like 
the ſons of Anakin latter times: certainly, 
men of lofty, aſpiring, haughty minds; 
| the heirs to the pride, vanity, and pre- 
ſumption. of their mothers, more than to 
the decency, wiſdom, and piety of their 
male anceſtors. That corruption muſt 
have been general indeed, which compre- 
| hended all, fave Noah and his houſhold ; 
and it muſt have been very grievous, to 
| conſtrain the ſpirit of God, to employ 
| language ſo ſtrong and expreſſive as this, 
on the occaſion : © And it repenteth the 
Lord that he had made man on the 
te earth, and it grieved him at his heart. 
And the Lord ſaid, I will deſtroy man, 
| © whom I have created, from the face of 
| © the earth, both man and beaſt, and the 
4-4 3 thing, and the fowls of the 
air; for it repenteth me that I have 
© made 
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* made them,” * When the whole head 
is ſick, and the whole heart faint, diſſo- 
lution and deſtruction cannot be at a 
great diſtance, *©* But Noah was a juſt 
* man, and perfect in his generations; 
e and Noah walked with God.” How 
honourable for Noah to ſtand thus ſingle, 
thus diſtinguiſhed ! Goodneſs ſupported 
and kept in countenance by the mode, and 
by multitudes, 1s amiable and praiſe-wor- 
thy; but goodneſs ſingle and alone; good- 
neſs ſtemming the torrent, reſiſting the 
contagion of example, deſpiſing the uni- 
verſal ſneer, braving univerſal oppoſition, 
ſuch goodneſs is ſuperior to all praiſe: 
and ſuch was the goodneſs of Noah. He 
diſtinguiſhed himſelf in the midſt of an 
adulterous and ſinful generation, by his 
piety, righteouſneſs, and zeal; and God, 
who ſuffers none to loſe at his hand, diſ- 
tinguiſhes him by ſpecial marks of his fa- 
vour. But Noah found grace in the 
nt "one of the Lord.” T“ 


of 
„Gen. vi. 6, 7. + Gen. vi. 8. 
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Of no character does Scripture ſpeak 


more highly than of Noah's, cc he was a 


e juſt man, and perfect in his generations, 


« and walked with God.” In general ca- 


lamities, it muſt needs happen that the 


innocent ſuffer with the guilty. But in 
ſome caſes, Providence is pleaſed ſpecially 
to interpoſe for the deliverance of good 
men. Rather than one worthy family 
ſhould periſh in the deluge, a whole world 


of tranſgreſſors is reſpited, till the means 


{ of ſafety for that family are provided. Is 
| a ſinful city or nation ſpared? We may 


| reſt aſſured there are ſome valuable, pious 
perſons among them. According to the 


idea ſuggeſted by our bleſſed Lord, the 


righteous are © the ſalt of the earth, 


that which ſeaſons the whole maſs, and 


| preſerves it from putrefaction and corrup- 


tion, The Apoſtle Peter ſtiles Noah © a 
8 preacher of righteouſneſs.” He was 
not carried away by the prevailing profli- 
gacy of his day. He preached by a holy 


| deſcent. from the prevailing maxims and 


practices of the times. He preached by 


an Wen and bold remonſtrance againſt 
the 
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the general diſſoluteneſs and impiety. And 
he preached at length by his works; by 
the conſtruction and fitting up of the ark 
for the preſervation of himſelf and family, 
and for ſaving alive a breed of the various 
ſorts of fowls and animals. 


It is with pleaſure we once more refer 
you to the ſacred Expoſitor of the ante- 
diluvian hiſtory : © By faith,” ſays he, 
e Noah being warned of God of things 
not ſeen as yet, moved with fear, pre- 
4 pared an ark, to the ſaving of his houſe; 
by the which he condemned the world, 
e and became heir of the righteouſneſs 
« which is by faith.” * Here a croud of 
ideas ruſh upon us at once. Behold the 
great God in the midſt of judgment re- 
membering mercy. He will not deſtroy 
the righteous with the wicked. But God 
will not youchſafe to perform that imme- 

_ diately by a miracle, which may be effected 
by the bleſſing of his Providence upon hu- 
man foreſight, induſtry, and diligence. He 
e who 


t 
: 
8 
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„ Heb. xi, 7. 
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who was pleaſed to ſave Enoch, by tranſ- 
lating him to Heaven without taſting 
death, thought fit to preſerve Noah by 
means of an ark of his own building. 
The deſign and contrivance is God's; the 
execution is man's. He who could have 
tranſported Noah to a different ſphere, 
and have lodged him there in ſafety, till 
the waters of the flood had abated, kept 
him alive and in ſafety, rolling in the ark, 
upon the face of the mighty waters. He, 
who in the morning of the ſixth day, by 
the Almighty fat, created at firſt the whole 
: animal world, and though loſt, could have 
in a moment replaced it, by the word of 
1 his power, thought proper to preſerve 
3 alive the race of animals, by providing a 
place of refuge, and by a ſpecial inſtinct 
of his Providence, warning them of their 


1 approaching danger, and conducting them 
to ſhelter. 


0 dreadful to think ! the pati- 
ence of God at laſt exhauſted: and the 
decree goes forth. © The earth alſo was 
corrupt before God: and the earth was 
filled with violence. And God looked 


upon 
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te upon the earth, and behold, it was cor- 
„ rupt: for all fleſh had corrupted his 
e way upon the earth. And God faid 
* unto Noah, The end of all fleſh is 
« come before me; for the earth is filled 
« with violence through them ; and be- 
« hold I will deſtroy them with the 
earth.” * God has warned, threatened, 
borne with men in vain; and Noah has 
preached to them in vain, The day of the 
Lord is come, and who ſhall be able to 
ſtand? And who hath ſeen, heard of, 
or is able to conceive a calamity ſo dread- 
ful? The end of all fleſh is come. 
will deſtroy them with the earth.” Im- 
 mediately upon the fall, univerſal nature 
underwent a change. The mild influ- 
ences of the Heavens were changed or 
with-held ; the earth refuſed to yield her 
increaſe to the hand of the cultivator: 
but the full extent and awful import of 
the curſe was never felt till now. By the 
deluge the whole face of nature was to 
be altered; the ſolid globe diſſolved and 
W z its "eo torn aſunder from 
each 


* Gen. vi. 11, 12, 13. 
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each other; its fertility diminiſhed ; that it 
might preſent to all future generations, a 

magnificent palace, but in ruins ; the mere 
ſkeleton of ancient ſplendour. 


Some ingenious men have ſuppoſed, 
that at this period, the poſition and mo- 
tion of our earth, with reſpect to the ſun, 
were changed: that till then it was ſo 1 
ſituated in relation to the heavenly bodies, 9 
as to poſſeſs an equal and univerſal tem- | 
perature of air; that hitherto a perpetual 
Spring went hand in hand with an abun- 
dant Autumn: but that then it was 
placed in the ſlanting and oblique ſitua- 
tion, which occaſions diverſity of climates 
and ſeaſons; which expoſes one part to 
the burning and direct rays of the ſun : 
binds another up in perpetual chains of 
darkneſs and ice; gives birth to volcanos, 
earthquakes, tempeſts, hurricanes, and all 
that tribe of natural evils which afflict 
the wretched children of men. The ef- 
fects, undoubtedly, muſt have been won- 
derful, as the event itſelf is altogether 
preternatural, I have no intention of 
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going at preſent into a diſcuſſion of the 


queſtion, whether the extent of the flood 


was univerſally over al! the earth; nor 
into a philoſophical inveſtigtaion of the 
means employed in producing a pheno- 
menon ſo ſingular. Taking the Bible ac- 


count of the matter in it's literal import, 
we will rather make ſuch reflections upon 


it as may, by the bleſſing of God, pro- 
mote the intereſts of faith and of holmeſs 
in our hearts and lives. 


BenozD, then, the venerable ſage, at | 
the admonition of Heaven, undertaking 


his great work. The foundation is laid; 


the fabrick advances ; and every ſtroke of 
the axe or hammer, ſummons a thought- 
leſs and a guilty world to repentance : 
but © they will not hear, they will not 
ee lay it to heart.” I ſee the good man, 
maligned, derided, inſulted, In their 
gaity of heart, they ſcornfully ſtile the ark, 
Noah's folly. The work is finiſhed, but 
they continue to ſing, dance, and play; 


and many it is probable have an active 
hand in the conſtruction of that machine, 
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to which they ſcorn to reſort for ſhelter 

from the impending danger. Noah 1s not 
to be diverted from his purpoſe. Neither 
the immenſity of the undertaking, nor the 
length of time which it required, nor the 

oppoſition which he meets with from an 
unbelieving generation, diſcourage him in 

the proſecution of a deſign, planned by. 
infinite wiſdom, and recommended by Di- 

vine mercy. oo 


How the whole tribe of commentators 
have gone into the opinion, that the ſpace 
of one hundred and twenty years Were 
employed in building the ark, is ſtrange 
and unaccountable. It appears not on the 
face of the hiſtory: it is irreconcileable 
to reaſon and experience: as without a 
miracle, the parts firſt conſtructed muſt 
have failed and decayed before the latter 
parts were finiſhed: and it expreſsly 
contradicts the chronological detail of the 
facts, as delivered to us in Scripture. 
For Noah was five hundred years old at 
the birth of his eldeſt ſon. When the or- 
der for building the ark was given, all his 
. 8 three 
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three ſons were married, as we learn 


from the following paſſage: But with 
ce thee will I eſtabliſh my covenant : and 
ce thou fhalt come into the ark, thou, 


and thy ſons, and thy wife, and thy 
© ſons wives with thee,” * The youngeſt 


therefore may reaſonably be ſuppoſed to 
have ſeen his fiftieth year; and the flood 
came upon the earth in the fix hundredth 
year of Noah's life ; there 1s left, then, a 
period conſiderably leſs than fifty years, 


for the execution of the work; and it moſt 


probably occupied a much ſhorter ſpace 
than even that. 


Some minute enquirers have taken the 
trouble to calculate the ſolid contents, and 
thence to eſtimate the burthen of this 


wonderful veſſel. A cubit, is the diſtance 


in a full grown man, from the elbow to 
the tip of the middle finger; for the con- 
veniency of calculation, it has been fixed 
at a foot and a half of common meaſure. 


Upon this ſuppoſition the ark contained 
1 one 


* Gen, vi. 18. 
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one million, ſeven hundred and eighty-one 
thouſand, three hundred and forty-ſix cu- 
bical feet ; which, according to the uſual 
allowance of forty-two feet to a ton, or two 
thouſand pounds weight, makes the whole 
burthen to be ee thouſand four 
hundred and thirteen tons; which is con- 
ſiderably more than the burthen of forty 
ſhips of one thouſand tons each. Such 
was the vaſt unwieldy fabrick, entruſted, 
without maſt, ſail, rudder, or compaſs, 
to the mercy of the waves; and which 
contained the ſaved remnant of the human 
race, and of the animal creation, with 
all neceſſary accommodation and proviſion 
for the {pace of more than a year. 
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Brnol p the four-footed and the fea- 
thered tribes, each according to his kind, 
by a peculiar inſtinct of Heaven, flock- 1 
ing to Noah, for protection from the "ll 
threatening tempeſt, as formerly to Adam, 1 
to receive their names. The beaſts take 
warning and hide themſelves, but men, 
more ſtupid than the brutes, fin on, till 
Ks: they 
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moment to change their nature; to ſeek 


animoſity towards each other ? Whence is 


with his charge. When lo! the face of 


the windows of Heaven are opened; the 


they are deſtroyed. Every thing announced 
a ſtorm gathering. Noah preaches to the 
laſt hour; admoniſhes, intreats, threatens, 
and invites. What means that preterna- 
tural gathering together of the brute crea- 
tion to one place? How come they in a 


what before they ſhunned ;—to forget all 


it that © the wolf dwells with the lamb, 
e the leopard lies down with the kid, and 
ce the young lion and the fatling toge- 
ce ther ?” What ſo brutiſh and incorrigible 
as men given up to their own luſts! 


Ar length all is ſafely houſed, from the 
dove to the raven, and God ſhuts in Noah 


Heaven is covered with blackneſs. Nature 
ſhudders at the frown of an angry God 


rain deſcends amain; the barriers that 
confined the ocean to its appointed bed are 
removed, and the waters from beneath 
or to meet the waters coming down 
from above, and join their ſtreams to 
| 0 ., avenge 
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avenge a holy and righteous God of his ad- 
verſaries. The gradual increaſe of the ca- 
mity is a dreadtul aggravation. of it's 
horror. Thick clouds firſt gave the alarm. 
Rain uncommonly heavy, aud of longer 
than ordinary continuance, increaſes the 
growing ſurprize and conſternation. - The 
voice of mirth is heard no more, and * all 
« the daughters of muſic are brought low.” 
By degrees the rivers ſwelling over their 
banks, and ſeas forgetting their ſhores, 
render the plains and the valleys no places 
of ſafety. But the lofty mountains will 
afford a refuge from the growing plague, 
E Thither, in trembling hope the wretches 
© fly. The gathered tempeſt will ſurely 
E ſpend itſelf, and ſerenity return, Ah, vain 
hope! the ſwelling ſurge gains continually 
upon them; all is become ſea; the foun- 
dations of the hills are ſhaken by the tide ; 
it advances upon them. As their laſt re- 
ſource they climb the trees which cover 
the mountain tops, and cling to them in 
| deſpair. Their neighbours and friends 
| WW fink in the gulph before their eyes! their 
) I cars are filled with the ſhrieks of them 
1 K 3 „ - 
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that periſn. All is amazement and wo. 
At length they are all overtaken and over- 


 whelmed. To have lengthened their mi- 


ſerable exiſtence ſo long by vain efforts, 1s 
only to have lengthened out anguiſh. To 
fill up the meaſure of their miſery, they 
periſh in fight of a place of ſecurity which 
they cannot reach ; they periſh with the 
bitter remorſe of having deſpiſed and re- 
jected the means of eſcape, when they had 
them in their power; like the rich man in 
hell, whoſe torment was grievouſly aug- 


| mented, by the fight of Lazarus afar off 


in the boſom of Abraham. 


Comag with theſe, the feelings of 
Noah and his little family within the 
ark. — They enjoy a refuge of God's pro- 
viding. They have full aſſurance of the 
divine protection. Ample proviſion for 
the evil day is made. O what gratitude to 
their Almighty Friend! O what fervent 
love among themtelves| O what holy 
compoſure and reft in God! O what aw- 
ful retiections on the juſtice and ſeverity 
of 
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of the great Jehovah ! O what ſweet and 
ſatisfying meditations on his mercy ! 
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Tux ſequel of Noah's Hiſtory, and the 
compariſon between him and Adam, and 
between him and Chriſt, will, if God 

permit, be the ſubject of the next Lecture. 
We cannot conclude the preſent without 
reflecting | 
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Ox the danger and miſchief which ariſe 
from forming graceleſs connections. It 
adminiſters a ſolemn and ſuitable admoni- 
tion to the male part of my audience, 
E who have not already contracted alliances 
for life, to conſider a principle of religion, 
and a taſte for devotion, as among the 
leading qualities to be ſought after in the 
temale character, and the only ſure foun- 
dation of honourable and laſting friend- 
ſhip; as the baſis of, and the prompter 
fo, every domeſtic oy: 


Ir amine a | juſt, and, I am ſorry 
| to add, a ſeaſonable reproof, to that ſpirit 
of avarice and , together with 
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that criminal love of pleaſure, which too 
much characterize the young men of the 
preſent day, and to which the higher con- 
ſiderations of piety, modeſty, and accom- 
pliſhments really uſeful and ornamental, 
are daily ſacrificed. 


| 1r inſtructs my female hearers, too, in 
1 the knowledge of what conſtitutes their 
| 
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real worth and excellence. Favour is 
ſl * deceitful, and beauty is vain: but a 
* e woman that feareth the Lord, ſhe ſhall 
= ebe praiſed.” * General declaimers againſt 
[| the femal ſex have got excellent topics for 
= their ſpleen, in the ſeduction of the firſt 
man by Eve, and the corruption of the old 
world by the daughters of Cain. I would 
make a kinder uſe of theſe fad events, 
by conſidering them as inſtances of the 
great power which women have over men; 
and hence earneſtly call upon Chriſtian 
women, to cultivate with care and dili- 
gence, the graces of that character, and 
to euiploy their influence, according to 
theit 
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lity, nor the danger of any one. 
none then think of following a mul- 


gravation of it. 


will not cultivate. 


/ 
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and praiſe-worthy; and they may reſt aſ- 
ſured that their friends of the other ſex 
will at leaſt ſtudy to appear, what they 


would have them to be. 


Tux example of Noah is a loud call to 


aim at ſingular goodneſs. The multitude 
of offenders, leſſens neither the crimina- 


ce titude to do evil.” Community in vice 


: may ſeem to diminiſh the guilt of ſin, but 


community in ſuffering is a bitter ag- 


alone, in the cauſe of God and truth; 


knowing that wicked men themſelves re- T 
vere that goodneſs which they do not love; 


and ſecretly approve the virtue which they 
Remember who hath 
ſaid, Whoſoever ſhall confeſs me before 


* men, him will I confeſs alſo before my 
* Father which is in Heaven. 
e ſoever ſhall deny me before men, him will 


But who- 


I alſo 


133 


their different relations and opportunities, 
to diffuſe a taſte for what is decent, pious, 


Let 


Dare to ſtand, though 
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Hell, by Jeſus Chriſt. The preſent day of 


] alſo deny before my Father which is in 
„Heaven.“ 5 


_ * Yov have heard of the deſtruction of the 
old world by water ; your eyes ſhall be- 
hold that which now is, deſtroyed by fire, 
The preſervation of Noah by means which 
God appointed, 1s a ſtriking type of the 
method of ſalvation from ſin, death, and 


merciful viſitation, is the precious ſeaſon 
of reſorting to that ſtrong hold and place 
of defence; and to you the call is once 

more given, © look to me and be faved;” 

come to me all ye that labour and are 
« heavy laden, and J will give you reſt.” 


HISTORY + 


HISTORY or NOAH. 


LECTURE um. 


GENESIS, vili. 1. 


AND GOD REMEMBERED NOAH, AND EVERY LIVING 
THING, AND ALL THE CATTLE THAT WAS WITH 
HIM IN THE ARK: AND GOD MADE A WIND TO 
PASS OVER THE EARTH, AND THE WATERS As- 
SUAGED. | Fn | 


"HE word and FY nnn of God, 
are the only infallible interpreters of 
his nature. The exiltence, and the order 
of the vi/ible creation, evince the being of 
one Eternal Cauſe of all things, infinite 
in wiſdom, power, holineſs, Juſtice, good- 
neſs, mercy and truth. But the harmony, 
the extent and limits of the divine attri- 
butes and perfections, are to be be diſco- 
vered only by obſerving what comes to 
5 | pals ; 


TV 
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paſs ; and by reading and underſtanding 
what God has been pleaſed to commit to 


writing, for our inſtruction. The ght 


of nature is ſufficient, for example, t 

inſtruct us, that God 1s righteous ; nd 
experience aſſures us, that he is merciful; 
but without the help of Revelation, and 
the hiſtory of Providence, we could not, 


we durſt not ſay, where juſtice would ſtop, 
and when the tide of mercy would begin 
to flow, And is it not pleaſant and encou- 
_ raging to reflect, upon the authority of 
both Scripture and experience, that juſtice, 
the awful and formidable perfection of the 


Moſt High God, has its bounds ; whereas 


goodneſs and tender mercy ſwell over all 
limits, poſſeſſing a heigth and depth, a 
length and breadth, which ſurpaſs know- 


ledge ? Juſtice, is the river confined within 


its banks, and terminating its courſe in 
the ſea; Mercy, the unconfined, immea- 
ſurable ocean, in ſurveying the vaſt extent 


of which, the eye fails, and thought itſelf 
is loſt.— It is, moreover, delightful to con- 
ſider, that the very judgments of Heaven, 


however dreadful in their nature and 


4 


effects, 
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effects, are upon the whole, and in the 
end, unſpeakable bleſſings. The wrath of 
man, and judgments of which men are 
the authors, like the uncontrouled rage of 
devouring flames, ſpare nothing; they 
conſume root and branch together. But 
Divine juſtice, like the refiner's fire, lays 
hold only of the droſs, and beſtows on 


the remaining ore greater purity and 
value. 


Tux hiſtory of the deluge, among many 
other inſtances which might be adduced, 


is a plain and a ſtriking illuſtration of 


theſe obſervations. The laſt Lecture ex- 


| hibited the fearful triumph of Divine 
juſtice. We beheld Heaven from above, 


the earth and ocean from beneath, unit- 
ing their forces in their Maker's cauſe ; 
* the windows of Heaven opened,” the 
« fountains of the great deep broken 


« 2a,” blending their waters, to over- 
whelm a world of ungodly men. What 
a proſpect did this globe then preſent to 


the ſurrounding ſpheres ! Involved in groſs 
darkneſs for forty days together : and 
when the light returns, no dry land ap- 
pears, 
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pears, for even * all the high hills which 
« were under the whole Heaven were co- 
«yered:” And O, tremendous object of 
Divine vengeance ! © All fleſh died, that 
« moved upon the earth, both of fowl, 
© and of cattle, and of beaſts, and of 
e every creeping thing, that creepeth 
« upon the earth, and every man. All, 
in whoſe noſtrils was the breath of 
« life, of all that was in the dry land, 
« died. And every living ſubſtance was 
ce deſtroyed which was upon the face of 
* the ground, both man, and cattle, and 
cc the creeping things, and the fowl of 
ce the Heaven; and they were deſtroyed 
from the earth: and Noah only remain- 
« ed xliye, and they that were with him 
„ in the ark.” *—< It is a fearful thing 
to fall into the hands of the living 
* God. fy 
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Ar length the tempeſt of wrath ſpends 
itſelf. At length, after a night ſo dark, 
ſo dreary, and ſo long, the morning light 
ay begins 


Gen. Vit. 21, 22, 23, 24. 
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begins to dawn. Nothing but water is to 
be ſeen, except yonder little bark floating 
on the mighty ſurge, which threatens 
every moment to ſwallow it up, or to daſh 
it impetuouſly on ſome rocky mountain's | 
top. It contains the ſad remainder of the 
human race; the hope of all future ge- 
nerations. It 1s preſerved, not by the 
power of him who conſtructed, but of 
him who deſigned it, and who directed it 
to be built. It is guided, not by the ſkill. 
of the mariner, but ſteered by the hand 
of Providence. That a veſſel of ſuch con- 
ſtruction, ſhould preſerve its upright po- 
fition for ſo long a time, in ſuch a wild 
_ uproar of nature muſt be aſcribed to a 
perpetual ſupernatural interpoſition. 
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Tux ark has proved the protection and 

preſervation of Noah ; but is it not his 

priſon alſo! How gladly do we ſubmit to 
a temporary inconveniency for the ſake of 

a great and laſting good! But the incon- 
veniencies to which we ſubmit in fulfilling 
the deſigns of Providence, ſhall not be 
N beyond their needful period, nor 

increaſed 
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ptars, for even * all the high hills which 
« were under the whole Heaven were co- 
« yered:” And O, tremendous object of 
Divine vengeance ! „All fleſh died, that 
e moved upon the earth, both of fowl, 
and of cattle, and of beaſts, and of 
every creeping thing, that creepeth 
„upon the earth, and every man. All, 
„in whoſe noſtrils was the breath of 
ce life, of all that was in the dry land, 
&« died. And every living ſubſtance was 
« deſtroyed which was upon the face of 
* the ground, both man, and cattle, and 
the creeping things, and the fowl of 
ce the Heaven; and they were deſtroyed 
e from the earth: and Noah only remain- 
*ed alive, and they that were with him 
in the ark.“ *—< It is a fearful thing 
« to fall into the hands of the living 
a God. 85 
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Ar length the tempeſt of wrath ſpends 

itſelf. At length, after a night ſo dark, 
ſo dreary, and ſo long, the morning light 
begins 


* Gen. vii. 21, 22, 23, 24. 
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begins to dawn. Nothing but water is to 
be ſeen, except yonder little bark floating 
on the mighty ſurge, which threatens 
every moment to ſwallow it up, or to daſh 
it impetuouſly on ſome rocky mountain's 
top. It contains the ſad remainder of the 
human race; the hope of all future ge- 
nerations. It is preſerved, not by the 
power of him who conſtructed, but of 
him who deſigned it, and who directed it 
to be built. It is guided, not by the ſkill 
of the mariner, but ſteered by the hand 
of Providence. That a veſſel of ſuch con- 
ſtruction, ſhould preſerve its upright po- 
ſition for ſo long a time, in ſuch a wild 
uproar of nature muſt be aſcribed to a 
perpetual ſupernatural interpoſition. 


Tux ark has proved the protection and 
preſervation of Noah; but is it not his 
priſon alſo! How gladly do we ſubmit to 
a temporary inconveniency for the ſake of 
a great and laſting good! But the incon- 
veniencies to which we ſubmit in fulfilling 
the deſigns of Providence, ſhall not be 
prolonged beyond their needful period, nor 
increaſed 
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increaſed beyond our ſtrength. What an 
amiable view of the mercy and condeſcen- 
ſion of God is preſented to us at this 
period of Noah's hiſtory ? * O Lord thou 
< preſerveſt man and beaſt!” And © doth 
God take care for oxen ?” «© God re- 
* membered Noah, and every living thing, 
« and all the cattle that was with him in 
te the ark; and God made a wind to paſs 
te over the earth, and the waters aſſuaged.“ 
He who makes ſphere to balance ſphere, in 
the great ſyſtem of nature, can make one 
element check and controul the rage of 
another, in the ſubordinate economy of 
our little globe. Wind ſtops the progreſs, 
and diminiſhes the fury of water at God's 
command. The dominion of any one 
element prevailing too long muſt ſoon = 
prove fatal to the whole; but their powers 
blending with oppoſing, balancing each 
other, produce that wonderful and delight- 
ful harmony, on which the being and the 
happineſs of mankind depend. The 
ee waters prev? ed. one hundred and fifty 
« days, and after the end of them, they. 
© were abated.” 
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AccorDING to the beſt chronological 
calculations, the different eras or ſtages 
of this great event, adapted to our reckon- 
ing of time, are thus fixed.. A few days 
after the death of Methuſelah; the ſon 
of Enoch, who was born two hun- 
dred and forty-three years before Adam 
died; and in whoſe perſon, of courſe, 
the creation of the world and the flood 
ſeemed almoſt to meet ; I lay a few days 1h 
after Methuſelah's death, God commanded ol 
Noah, on the tenth day of the ſecond 
month, anſwering to the thirtieth of No- 
vember, in, the year of the world one 
thouſand ſix hundred and fifty-fix, and 
before Chriſt two thouſand three hundred 
and forty-eight, to prepare that week for 
going into the ark, and to receive all the 
living creatures which came thither by di- 
rection of Providence, in the courſe of | 
ſeven days. 
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| Ox the ſeventeenth day of the ſecond 
1 month, or the ſeventh of December, in 
| the fix hundredth year of Noah's life, the 
| deluge began, after the Lord had ſhut 
N Vor. I. L him 
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him in with all his family. The rain from 
Heaven, and the flux from the ocean con- 
tinued without intermiſſion, forty days 
and forty nights, till the waters prevailed 
fifteen cubits above the higheſt moun- 
tains ; and then ſtayed, on the ſeventeenth 
of January, It continued flood, one hun- 
dred and fifty days, including tne forty 
days from its commencement to its full 
height; that is, to the ſeventeenth day of 
the ſeventh month, or the ſixth of May, 
when the flood abated, and the ark reſted 
Upon one of the mountains of Ararat or 
Armenia, On the firſt day of the tenth 
month, or July nineteenth, the waters 

I| All continuing to decreaſe, the tops of 
=: the neighbouring mountains became viſible 
from the ark. At the end of forty days 
[| . from thence, on the eleventh day of the 
| eleventh month, or the twenty-eigth of 
Auguſt, Noah opened the window of the 
ark, and ſent forth the raven, which never 
returned to him. After expecting her for 
ſeven days in vain, on the third of Sep- 
tember, he ſent forth the dove, which re- 
turned to him the ſame day, having found 
no 
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no reſt for the ſole of her foot, through 
the continuance of the waters. After ſe- 
ven days more, on the tenth of September, 
he again ſends forth the dove, which re- 
turned in the evening, with an olive leaf 


in her mouth, a proof that the waters had 
decreaſed below the height of that plant. 


After waiting yet ſeven days more, Noah 
again ſends forth the dove, on September 
ſeventeenth, which returned not again to 
him, a proof that the ground was dry,” 

and that this bird could now find food to | 


ſuſtain life, out of the ark. 


Ox the firſt FF of the firſt month, an- 
ſwering to October the twenty-third, in 
the year of the world one thouſand fix 


hundred and fifty-ſeven, when Noah en- 
tered into the fix hundred and firſt year 


of his age, on this firſt day of the new 
world, he removed the covering of the 


ark, and beheld that the ground was dry. 


And finally, on the twenty- ſeventh of the 
ſecond month of this new year, or De- 


cember the eighteenth, at God's com- 
mand, who had ſhut him in, Noah came 
2 out 
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out of the ark, and all who were with 
him, in perfect ſafety; after they had 
been confined therein, the ſpace of one 
year and eleven days, 


Ana now that he 1s kberated from ſo 


long confinement, what are his firſt ſenti- 


ments; what is the firſt uſe he makes of 


reſtored liberty? It is neither a day of 


buſineſs, nor of pleaſure, for himſelf, but 


bol piety and gratitude towards God. A 
portion of the animals, hitherto cheriſhed 
and protected with ſo much care and ten- 

derneſs; and preſerved in the general 

wreck of nature, muſt yield their lives, | | 
and pour out their blood by their patron's 

hand, at God's altar. Was not this a 

direct acknowledgment, that his own life 

was forfeited with thoſe of the reſt of 


mankind; but ſpared by an act of diſtin- 


guiſhing grace? The ſtock of living crea- 
tures was awfully reduced by the deluge; 
and this conſideration, with a wordly and 
ſelfiſh mind, might have been pleaded as 
an excuſe for delaying ſacrifice till victims 
were multiplied by length of time. But 


when 
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when works of piety, charity, or mercy 
are to be performed, a gracious ſpirit 
conſiders the urgency of the call, rather 
than the largeneſs of means. What is 
ſaved from God and the wretched, trom 
religion and humanity, will never make 
any one rich. What is beſtowed on works 
of piety and mercy, is property laid out at 
more than common intereſt, Did Noah's 
ſix couple of beaſts, and of birds, increaſe 
more flowly, that the ſeventh was devoted 
in facrifice to his Maker and Preſerver ? 
I. ſuppoſe not. In this, if in any ſenſe, 
what the Wiſe Man fays, is true, there 
is that ſcattereth and yet aboundeth; 
te there 1 18 that withholdeth more than is 
ee meet, and it tendeth to poverty. —0 
how acceptable to God are the ſacrifices of 
an humble, grateful, faithful heart! The 
ground that was curſed for ile offence of 
one, and deluged for the offences of ma- 
ny, by the faith and piety oi one is de- 
livered from the curie, and for ever ſe- 
cured from the danger of a ſecond flood : 
* And the Lord ſmelled a ſweet favour; 
* and the Lord ſaid in his heart, 1 will 
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* not again curſe the ground for man's 
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ce ſake; for the imagination of man's 


< heart is evil from his youth: neither 


* will I again ſmite any more every living 
« thing, as I have done.” *. 


Havins ſatisfied the demands, and re- 


ceived the conſolations of religion, Noah 
and his ſons are diſmiſſed of God to their 


ſecular employments, to the poſſeſſion 
and cultivation of their ſpacious inheri- 


tance. All the grants which had been 


given to the firſt man, and all the bleſ- 


ſings pronounced upon him, are renewed 
to Noah and his family. The whole ani- 


mal creation is a-freſh ſubjected to their 


power and authority. And now, for the 


firſt time, we read of the fleſh of animals 


being permitted unto man for food. But, 


in the very ſame breath, the uſe of blood 


is forbidden to mankind. Was it intend- 


ed to admoniſh men to be tender of the 


lives of the brute creation; and not to 


take away, wamonly and unneceſſarily, 
what 


* Gen. viii. 21. 
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what they are unable to reſtore? Was it 
to teach men not to uſe as common food, 
what was, from the beginning, the ſym- 
bol of atonement? Is it that the thing 
prohibited is unfit and unwholeſome for 
aliment? Was it, by placing a fence 
round that which conſtitutes the life of a 
beaſt, to guard, with the greater ſanctity, 
the life of man? The interdiction un- 
doubtedly has a meaning, for none of the 
precepts of God are merely arbitrary,— 1 
Wherever he interpoſes by a ſpecial man- 1 
date, there we may reſt aſſured, ſome end | 


of piety, of purity, or of mercy is to be 
mia! by it, 
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Gop never communicates his grace by 
halves. He is but half preſerved, who 

has eſcaped one great calamity, if he muſt 

afterwards live in perpetual fear. Noah's 

family has outlived the deluge ; but every 
dark cloud is a memorial of that grievous 
plague, and a threatening of its return, 
Every watery cloud therefore, with the 
ſun in oppoſition to it, ſhall be an aſſur- 
ance, written in the moſt diſtin& cha- 
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racters, to them and all generations of 


men following, that © the waters ſhall 
* no more become a flood to deſtroy all 


* fleſh.” The bow in the clouds exiſted 
no doubt before this; the natural cauſe 


always and uniformly muſt produce the 


ſame effe& ;- but it has now a uſe and a 
meaning unknown before. It formerly 


manifeſted in its moſt beautiful colours, 
ſtupendous ſize, and exact ſhape and 


form, the God of Nature; now it has be- 
come a witneſs for the God of Grace. It 
was always an object beautiful to behold; 
but O, how much greater it's excellence 
and importance, as the token of God's 


covenant! When natural appearances 
lead to faving acquaintance with nature's 
God, then they are truly valuable and 
uſeful, 


Wr are now come to the laſt memora- 
ble event of Noah's life ; which though 


far leſs honourable for him, than thoſe 


which preceded it, the ſacred hiſtorian has 


nevertheleſs recorded, with the ſame ex- 


actneſs and fidelity, which he has em- 
ployed, 
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ployed, in tranſmitting the reſt of his 
hiſtory. Noah, though advanced to a 
late period in life, and aſſured that hence- 


forth the duration of human life was to 


be greatly abridged, engages with alacrity 
in the labours of huſbandry, That God 


who thought fit to ſave him from the flood, 
by an ark of his own building, will not 


preſerve him alive, but by fruits of his 
own raiſing. He who would reap the 


cluſters of the vine, muſt firſt plant, ſhel- 
ter, prop, and prune the vine. But behold. 
the juice of the grape in a new ſtate; poſ- 


ſeſſing a quality unheard of before. Eaten 
from the tree, or dried in the ſun, it is 
ſimple, and nutricious like the grain from 


the ſtalk of corn; preſſed out and fer- 
mented, 1t acquires a fiery force, it warms 


the blood, it mounts to the brain, it leads 


reaſon captive, it overpowers every faculty, 


it triumphs over its lord, How often 


have arts been invented, which have proved 


fatal to the inventors? Every poiſon, it 
is ſaid, contains, or is produced contigu- 
ous to, it's antidote, Such is the care, 
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ſuch the goodneſs of God to men. But 
alas! muſt it not alſo be obſerved, that 
our very food and cordials contain a poi- 


ſon, through the ignorance or exceſs of 
man. Was Noah unacquainted with this 
intoxicating quality of wine, and over- 
taken through inexperience? Or did the 
faithful monitor of the old world, and the 
father of the new, deliberately ſacrifice 


decency and underſtanding to this inſinu- 
ating foe? In either caſe, who can help 
deploring his ſhameful, his degraded con- 
dition; and the conſequences which flowed 
from it! We pity the dithonoured fa- 
ther; but we deteſt the unnatural ſon, 
who could make ſport of his parent's 
ſhame, He who intoxicates himſelf does 
ill; but he who in cool blood, can take 


an indecent, or an injurious advantage of 
the intoxication of another, does worſe. 


The modeſty and dutifulneſs of two of 


Noah's ſons, exhibit a lovely and inſtruc- 
tive example to youth ;—their ingenuous 


ſhame, their eagerneſs to conceal the in- 
firmity of their father. They deſerve to 


be 
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be bleſſed with numerous and thriving 


obedience to their parents. This accord- 
ingly is the bleſſing entailed upon Shem 


laſting and heavy curſe upon his offspring. 
moſt obviouſly, directly, and certainly re- 
itſelf. Noah awakes from his wine, and 


meets the reproof of his intemperance, in 
the knowledge of what his ſons had done 


© what reproof ſo keen and ſevere, to an 
N ingenuous mind like his, as the reflec- 
tion, that he had made himſelf an object 
of ſcorn and deriſion to one part of his 
ovyn family, and of ſorrow and pity to the 
other. 


I 
} muſt die ; and he who had ſeen the world 
in three different ſtates---as it came from 


! 
; 2 5 
: 


; | the hands of the Creator, unleſs as it was 


families, who have practiſed duty and 


and Japhet; and Ham's diſreſpectful and 
indecent behaviour towards his father, is 
in like manner puniſhed in the entail of a 


Of all the precepts of the law, the fifth 


quites the breach, or the obſervance of 


unto him, when he was not himſelf. And 


Ar length the period arrives that Noah 


affected 
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affected by the fall---covered over with 
the waters of a flood---and reſtored again 
through the mercy of Heaven, at laſt 
ſinks into the grave, and ceaſes to have 
any farther intereſt in the world. He 
ſurvives that great deſtruction, the deluge, 
| three hundred and fifty years; lives to in- 
ſtruct a new race of men in the know- 
ledge, the love, and the worſhip of the 
true God; lives to ſee his progeny in- 
_ creaſed and multiplied, and ſpreading on 
every fide; lives to exhibit to a ſhort- 
lived race of mortals, an example of pa- 
triarchal dignity and longevity ; and dies 
at the age of nine hundred and fifty years; 
ſhort of the life of Methuſelah only by 
nineteen.---From that period, the life of 
man began gradually to decreaſe, till it 
ſhrunk into its preſent little meaſure. 
Whether life be long or ſhort, “ death 
s certainly is the end of all men, and the 
6 nein aug lay it to his heart.“ 
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Noan and Adam may be compared, and 
contraſted in various reſpects. Adam the 
father of the firſt world ; Noah of the 


ſecond, 
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ſecond. Adam, by one wilful tranſgreſſion, 
involved all mankind in ruin; Noah, by 
many repeated efforts, in vain endeavoured 


to fave mankind from impending deſtruc- 
tion. The unbelief and diſobedience of 


Adam affected all; the faith of Noah pre- 


ſerved a remnant, The grant of the 


whole globe was conferred on theſe two 
alone, of all mankind. For the crime of 
the one, the carth was curſed ; through 
the ſacrifice of the other, the curſe was 
withdrawn. In both, their own ill be- 
haviour was puniſhed in the ill conduct and 
behaviour, and in the puniſhment of their 
children. Upon the guilty ſon of Adam 
God pronounces ſentence, and executes 
judgment in perſon: the injured father 
himſelf, in the caſe of Noah, is made the 
miniſter of wrath, to denounce the ven- 


geance of God upon his own guilty ſon. 


types of Chriſt; and from this they de- 
rive their chief dignity and importance. 
Some interpreters, who wiſh to find out 
an evangelical meaning to every the mi- 
nuteſt circumſtance in the ſacred records of 

the 
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the Old Teſtament, have alleged that the 
import of the names of the antediluvian 
patriarchs, taken in their order, contain 
a prophecy of the Meſſiah; with which! 
ſhall preſent you, rather as diſcovering an 
honeſt zeal for the prevalency of Goſpel 
ideas, than as containing a ſolid and fatis- 
factory argument, in ſupport of Goſpel 
truth. Bleſſed be God, our moſt holy 
faith is built on a broader, ſurer, and 
more immoveable foundation, than the 
uncertain and arbitrary interpretation of 
a few Hebrew names. But the ſpecula- 
tion is at leaſt innocent, and may perhaps 
have afforded ſome degree of conſolation to 
the pious minds which have adopted it, 
The explanation of the names alluded to, 
is this. Adam, man: Seth, placed: Enos, 
in miſery : Cainan, lamentable : Maba- 
laleel, the bleſſed God: Jared, ſhall come: 
Enoch, teaching: Methuſelah, that death 
ſhall ſend: Lamech, to the ſmitten, or 
miſerable : Noah, conſolation, But we 
are fully warranted by many clear, indu- 
bitable, and explicit applications of Scrip- 
ture, © to preach the unſearchable riches 
cc « of 
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« of the Goſpel of Chriſt,” from the hiſ- 
tory of Noah. Shall I encroach upon 
your patience, and proceed to it now? 
Or implore your candour for an attentive 
hearing of it, extended to its proper 
length, and diſplayed in its minuter cir- 
cumſtances, in a future Lecture? I muſt 
treſpaſs no longer upon the former ; but 
rather truſt to the latter. And the more, 
that I cannot but wiſh both preacher and 
hearers might bring freſhneſs of ſpirits, 
patience of attention, and thirſt of im- 
provement, to a ſubject of firſt rate im- 


portance in the ſcale of divine truth. And 


now may He who, by an ark of Gopher 
wood, ſaved Noah and his houſhold from 
a deluge of water, deliver us, by the grace 
of his Son Chriſt Jeſas, from that more 
dreadful deluge of fire, which Scripture 
aſſures us ſhall come upon the © world of 
* the ungodly.” —“ Flee now to your 
e ſtrong hold, ye priſoners of hope :— 
© behold now is the accepted time, behold 
now is the day of ſalvation.” To the 
God of mercy, through the Son of his 
love, be aſcribed immortal praiſe. Amen. 
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bo A SMALL MOMENT HAVE I FORSAKEN THEE; 
E BUT WITH GREAT MERCIES WILL I GATHER THEE, | —_— 
IN A LITTLE WRATH I HID MY FACE FROM THEE, | A 
FOR A MOMENT : BUT WITH EVERLASTING KIND- 

NESS WILL I HAVE MERCY ON THEE, SAITH THE | 1 
LORD THY REDEEMER. FOR THIS IS AS THE WATERS es {i 
OF NOAH UNTO ME: FOR AS IHAVE SWORN THAT {0 
THE WATERS OF NOAH SHOULD NO MORE GO OVER 
THE EARTH: SO HAVE I SWORN THAT I WOULD 4 
NOT BE WROTH WITH THEE, NOR REBUKE THEE. 3 + 
FOR THE MOUNTAINS SHALL DEPART, AND THE ö 1 
HILLS BE REMOVED; BUT MY KINDNESS SHALL NOT 
DEPART FROM THEE, NEITHER. SHALL THE COVE- 
NANT OF MY PEACE BE REMOVED, SAITH THE LORD, 
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E THAT HATH MERCY ON THEE, 


As the leſſer ſtreams fall into and are 
mixed with the greater; and as all 
the rivers empty themſelves, and are loſt 
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in the ocean; ſo the aka courſe of 


—— ͤ—u—ͤ——— Ras ms — 


ſettle in Him, who is © the everlaſting 
s ariſe,” © the Apoſtle and High Prieſt of 


e of the earth.“ 


when we converſe with the venerable men 


Noah the preſerver and reſtorer of the 


events, from the creation of the world, 
in their ſeparate currents, and in their 
general and combined tide, flows towards 
one grand era, ſtiled in Scripture, the 
fulneſs of time; and terminates in one 
event, of infinitely greater moment than 
all the reſt; the © manifeſtation of the 
te Son of God in the fleſh.” The pa- 
triarchial dignity, prophetic foreknow- 
ledge and penetration, the ſanctity of the 
prieſthood, and the regal majeſty, all point 
out, all move towards, all centre, and 
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« Father,” the Prophet who ſhould 


* our profeſſion,” the?“ Prince of the kings 


Wr are ſtruck with a pleaſing awe 


who lived before the flood : Adam the firſt 
of men; Enoch who walked with God; 


human race. But in tracing the hiſtory of 
err CON, a ſtill {mall voice continually 
whiſ- 


1 
* 
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whiſpers us in the ear, ſaying a greater 
than Adam, a greater than Enoch, a 


greater than Noah is here: a voice from 


Heaven proclaims, ſinners attend; © be- 


« hold my beloved Son, in whom I am 
well pleaſed, hear ye him.“ — Some, with 


more zeal and honeſty, than wiſdom and 
truth, have laboured to diſcover and to 
eſtabliſh a reſemblance between our bleſſed 
Lord and thoſe who were types of him, 


in every the minuteſt circumſtance of their 


lives, and 1n every expreſſion they employ 
to deſcribe their private and perſonal feel- 
ings, and ſituations. This has been car- 


ried ſo far, as to ſtrain and ſtretch the 


penitential language of David in the fifty- 


| firſt Pſalm, reſpecting the matter of 


| Uriah, into expreflions ſuitable to the 


character and condition of the Meſſiah, 
in certain ſuppoſed circumſtances. Guard- 
ing ourſelves againſt every thing like a 


forced conſtruction and application of 
þ >cripture ; without hunting after fanciful 


reſemblances, which tend to weaken and 
impair the truth, inſtead of ſtrengthening 


and ſupporting it; we will endeavour, 


M 2 N 
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carefully to point out and improve thoſe 
which actually exiſt ; namely, ſuch as the 
ſpirit of God directs us to form, by point- 
ing them out to us in the written word; 
or ſuch as by fair analogy, that is, from 
known and admitted facts, or from obvi- 
ous and incontrovertible reaſonings, we are 
warranted to form for ourſelves. 


_ Happlry, the Hiſtory of Noah is one 
of thoſe, in the uſe and application of 
which, Scripture has lent us much aſ- 
ſiſtance. The very name of that Patri- 
arch was not given him without a 
5 meaning and deſign, which extended 
much farther than to his perſon, and 
the day in which he lived. This ſame,” 
ſaid his pious father, © ſhall comfort us 
* concerning our work and toil of our 
hands becauſe of the ground which the 
Lord hath curſed,”* Noah ſignifies 
comfort, reſt, peace. And when God is 
bringing his firſt begotten into the world, 


this is his proclamation by the mouth of 
his 


Gen. v. 29. 


LECT, IX.] 


his Prophet, © Comfort ye, comfort yemy 
* people, ſaith your God. Speak ye com- 
« fortably to Jeruſalem, and cry unto her, 


« that her warfare is accompliſhed, that 


« her iniquity is pardoned : for ſhe hath 
ct received of the Lord's hand double for all 


« her ſins.” * And that we may be at no 


loſs to what period, and to what perſon 
theſe expreſſions are to be applied, it im- 


mediately follows, © The voice of him that 


* crieth in the wilderneſs, Prepare ye the 
e way of the Lord, make ſtraight in the 
* deſert a highway for our God. Every 


© valley ſhall be exalted, and every moun- 


e tain and hill ſhall be made low: and 


« the crooked ſhall be made ſtraight, and 


© the rough places plain. And the glory 
te of the Lord ſhall be revealed, and all 
«© fleſh ſhall ſee it together: for the mouth 
„of the Lord hath ſpoken it.” Was 
Noah an expected deliverer from the 


_ curſe pronounced upon the ground for 


man's diſobedience? Alas! the curſe con- 
tinued nevertheleſs ; nay the very ble/ings 
M 3 of 
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of life become accurſed to every impeni- 
tent tranſgreſſor: but Chriſt © is our 
peace, who has redemed us ſrom the curſe,” 
not of the ground, but of the law, © being 
ce made a curſe for us ;” and under whoſe 
dominion, when finally eſtabliſhed, © there 
F* ſhall be no more curſe.” 


« Noan found grace in the eyes of 
the Lord;” and of Chriſt he faith, 
„ Behold my ſervant whom I uphold, 
* mine elect in whom my ſoul delighteth.” 
% Noah was a juſt man, and perfect in his 
te generations :” and of whom ſpeaks the 
Prophet, when he faith, © he had done 
ce no violence, neither was any deceit in 
© his mouth,” and the Apoſtle, e who. 
« did no ſin, neither was guile found in 
* his mouth ;” and again, * ſuch an High 
1 « Prieſt became us, who is holy, harmleſs, 
= « undefiled, ſeparate from finners.” Noah 
3 was a preacher of righteouſneſs ; and the 
| ſpirit of prophecy puts theſe words into 
1 the mouth of the Meſſiah himſelf, I de- 
1 „ light to do thy will, O my God: yea, 
* thy law is within my heart. I have 
| te preach- 
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« preached righteouſneſs in the great 
« congregation ; I have not refrained my 
« lips, O Lord, though knoweſt. I have 
not hid thy righteouſneſs within my 


« ſalvation : I have not concealed thy lov- 
« ing kindneſs, and thy truth, from the 
« oreat congregation.” x Noah preached, 
and preached in vain, to a corrupted, 
hardened generation, ripe for the deſtruc- 
tion of a flood; Jeſus, with ſimilar mor- 


nitent, incorrigible nation, devoted to de- 
ſtruction by means of a Roman army. — 
e Noah 3 with God:“ Chriſt ſays 
of himſelf, © I and my Father are 
cone; and © my meat is to do the will 
ce of him that ſent me, and to finiſh his 
* work.” But Noah, though righteous, 


men of his generation from the judgments 
of God: his faith and holineſs availed 
| himſelf, and thoſe who with him feared, 
believed, and prepared; but could not ſave 
M 4. ano- 


3 alm zl. 8, 9, 10. 


ce heart, I declared thy faithfulneſs and thy 
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land, they ſhould deliver but their own 
ſouls by their righteouſneſs: but the 


_ an innumerable multitude of tranſgreſſors. 


; the hiſtory of Noah's life, was the“ build- 
« ing of the ark for the ſaving of his 
© houſe.” Every circumſtance relating to 
which, exhibited a figure of him who was 


nicated to Noah; thus believers are cho- 
© ſen of God in Chriſt before the founda- 
* tion of the world.” To human appre- 
henſion at firſt ſight, and to human under- 


another: and there is a ſuppoſed ſtate of 
corruption ſo great, and a day of ven- 
geance ſo awful, that though theſe three 
men Noah, Daniel, and Fob, were 1n the 


righteouſneſs of the bleſſed Redeemer 18 
of ſuch infinite value and perfection, as 
to deliver from ſpiritual and eternal death, 


BuT the moſt memorable incident in 


to come. And firſt, they exactly coincide 
in reſpect of the deſign or contrivance. 
The plan of the ark was formed in the 
eternal mind, long before it was commu- 


ſtanding enlightened by experience, and 
the aſtoniſhing 1 improvements made in na- 
val 
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val architecture, a veſſel of ſuch conftruc- 
tion would be far from appearing the 
likelieſt means of preſervation 1 from a ca- 
lamity like the deluge. 
ſhip-builder in Britain, but would pro- 
nounce it a clumſy piece of work, would 
affirm it could not poſſibly live at ſea, and 


predict its foundering in the deep, even 
Thus 


without the attack of a ſtorm. 
« the croſs was to the Jews a ſtumbling 


ec block, and to the Greeks fooliſhneſs ; 
« but to them who believe, Chriſt | is the 


© power of God, and the wiſdom of God.” 

We read of no other methods of ſafety 
being thought of, or attempted, by the 
thoughtleſs men of the antediluvian world. 
When the evil overtook them they would 
naturally flee to ſuch wretched refuge as 
deſpair pointed out ; but whatever other 
means of ſalvation in the great and terrible 


day of the Lord, human imagination may 
have deviſed, the Scripture ſaith expreſſly, 


0 Neither 1 is there ſalvation in any other: 
5 for there 1 is none other name under Hea- 
< ven given among men, whereby we muſt 


be 


Not a ſeaman or 


* nn 


4 
3 2 = = 4 #3 — — — — 
a — ——— ae. a et” 


p 6 — - — 
> 
} - n * = — - . win) der, gag gee 

. oben fn ore ar ee, EP 1 

FEA Ee. Has ooo Nr : — — — — — - 
2 — Deen „ * * 1 — 8 . i av vt — — 
GGG A en N N 
X — x wr 
y * — » 


# A EF 
— 


— 


P 2 K "= 2 
— — A 2 St ry : 
: Ag, + n 
Fo rn COR 8 5 SS" WT — 
— ar 


— 
— 
— — 2 


— - . * 8 FRY , . 5 — . . — 
© — avs * — — EE! — 2 — A * o = — _ 
; 2 " ide gn 
5 E — 1 — 


— 


. — OT 
2 — 


OE — ts — EI 
= . 


a wes Ponte oro ror 3²2Vv—— ee . 


Ne 


— — — I ——— 
—_ 
N - L * * 
a — - 4 
_ P = : 
2 
= » > ; 
” F——ͤ F . 


Ds 
— — 
2 
— 


e 


«3» 
— * * - — 2 
2 — 
— nent me 


— a 2 
r 
— 8 


— 


— — 
2 ”7 


2 — mg —— — 
—— — 22 — — 
— 


| 


1 
[5 75 
$4 


— —„ — 
3 6 — 


186 NOAH AND CHRIST [TECr. Ix, 


e be ſaved: & and unavailing, in that day, 


will be the deſponding invocations of im- 
penitent ſinners, to © the rocks to fall 


* upon them, and to the hills to cover 
te them from the preſence of God, and the 
« wrath of the Lamb.“ 


As the ark was a type of the Meſſiah, 
being both deſigns of infinite wiſdom; fo 
do they alſo coincide in the end or purpoſe 
to which they were deſtined, the ſalvation 


of thoſe who fled, and who flee thither for 
refuge. Noah prepared an ark for the 
e ſaving of his houſe;” and © God ſo loved 
« the world, that he gave his only begot- 
c ten Son, that whoſoever believeth in him, 


« ſhould not periſh, but have everlaſting 
« life * and “ after that in the wiſdom of 


God, the world by wiſdom knew not 
« God, it pleaſed God by the fooliſhneſs 
« of preaching to ſave them that believe.“ 


Both of them fully and perfectly anſwer 
the end of their inſtitution. The ark was 
at once a place of ſhelter from the ſtorm ; 

5 con- 


Adds iv. 12 + John ili. 16. 1 1 Cor. 1. 21. 
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contained all neceſſary accommodation 


and proviſion; furniſhed opportunity and 
means of the moſt delightful communion 


and fellowſhip ; and conſtituted the dear- 


eſt bond of union and love. Who does 
not ſee in this, that wonderful perſon, of 
whom prophecy thus ſpeaks, © A man 
« ſhall be as an hiding place from the 
wind, and a covert from the tempeſt : 
ee as rivers of water in a dry place, as 
e the ſhadow of a great rock in a wea- 
« ry land,” * In whom „ it has pleaſed 
* the F ather that all fulneſs ſhould 
« dwell ;” of whom © the whole family in 
Heaven and earth is named;” who thus 


declares in his own perſon, © thoſe that 


* thou gaveſt me I have kept, and none of 
* them is loſt,” who enjoins them * to 
* love one another,” and prays for them, 


that * they all may be one, as thou Fa- 


ether art in me, and I in thee, that they 
£ alſo may be one in us,” 


TE 


--* Ifaiah. xxxii. 2. 
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Tx attractive influence of the Goſpel 
and its bleſſed tendency to tame and ſub- 
due the high thoughts, and the ſavage 

diſpoſitions of the human heart, were 
beautifully prefigured by the inſtinctive 
call of Providence to the brute creation 
to ſeek ſhelter in the ark, and by the 
placability and gentleneſs of their diſpoſi- 
tions towards each other while they con- 
tinued in it. The words of Iſaiah are li- 
terally a hiſtory of the deluge, and they 

contain a prediction equally beautiful and 

ſtriking, of the peaceableneſs and concord 

of Chriſt's kingdom, The wolf alſo ſhall 
ze dwell with the lamb, and the leopard 
t ſhall he down with the kid; and the 
e calf, and the young lion and the fatling 
c together, and a little child ſhall lead 
them. And the cow and the bear ſhall 
« feed, their young ones ſhall lie down 
cc «© together: and the lion ſhall eat ſtraw 
like the ox. And the ſacking child 
_ < ſhall play on the hole of the aſp, and 
the weaned child ſhall put his hand 

e on the cockatrice den. They ſhall not 
1 « hurt 


LECT. IX.] 


« hurt nor deſtroy in all my holy moun- 
« tain : for the earth ſhall be full of the 
« knowledge of the Lord, as the waters 
&© cover the ſea,” * Under the influence 
of Chriſt's ſpirit, the fierce and the proud, 


the cruel and the reſentful, the envious 


and the paſſionate, *< put on as the elect 
ce of God, holy and beloved, bowels of 
© mercies, kindneſs, humbleneſs of mind, 
«* meekneſs, long-ſuffering;” and learn 
to © forbear one another, to forgive one 
© another.” 


Acai; the figure ſhifting from the 
ark, to him who built and conſtructed it, 


according to the pattern *given him of 


God, Noah himſelf becomes the type, 


and Jeſus the perſon typified. The plan or 
deſign of the ark was of God; the exe- 
cution was Noah's; in like manner, the 
plan of redemption, which was formed of 
old, even from everlaſting, God was at 
length manifeſted in the fleſh to execute, 
and in it he laboured and perſevered, till 

bowing 


'* Iſaiah xi, 6—9 
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bowing his head, “ it is finiſhed,” --- What 
ſhall we ſay? The very waters of theflood 
have a figurative proſpect to goſpel times 
and goſpel ideas. The deluge was a pu- 
rifier of the old world, corrupted and de- 
filed by fin; and © a few, that is, eight 
e ſouls, were ſaved by water; the antitype 
of which remarkable event, we are in- 
formed by the Apoſtle Peter, is our ſal- 
vation by baptiſm; *The like figure 
« whereunto even baptiſm doth alſo now 
« ſave us, [not the putting away of filth 
of the fleſh, but the anſwer of a good 
; « conſcience towards God] by the reſur- 
| erection of Jeſus Chriſt,” * When we 
behold the ſame element deſtructive to 
one and ſalutary to another, are we not 
led to think of that doctrine which is 
e unto God, a ſweet ſavour of Chriſt, in 
them that are ſaved, and in them that 
* periſh; to the one it is a ſavour of death 
“ unto death, and to the other, a ſavour 
« of life unto hfe:” and of that other un- 
der which the Baptiſt repreſents the power 
. and 


* 1 Peter iii. 21. 
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and coming of the Son of God: Whoſe _ 1 i 
« fan is in his hand, and he will tho- 104 
« roughly purge his floor, and gather his —_— 
« wheat into the garner : but he will 11 
burn up the chaff with unquenchable 
« fire? * 


The wind or ſpirit which paſſed over 
the earth, and aſſuaged the waters, points 
out to us not obſcurely, the power of 
that divine ſpirit, who in the beginning 

© moved upon the face of the deep,” 
e and reduced chaos into order and beau- 
ty; and who through the whole courſe 
of Providence * ſitteth upon the flood ;” Wn: 
even © the Lord on high, who is mightier W 
than the noiſe of many waters, yea, than | 
the mighty waves of the ſea.” Is it not 
ſweetly figurative of that dawn of hope, 
that proclamation of mercy, before which, 

the tide of wrath —— to ebb and — 

ſubſide 5 


Twi figure of the dove declares its own 
meaning and import. In the natural pu- 
„„ 5 rity 
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rity and innocence of that ſweet bird; in 
her going and returning ; in the expreſ- 
five ſpeed of her firſt excurſion ; in the 
expreſſive ſymbol ſhe bore in her mouth 
at her ſecond return, the olive leaf; in 
the clear and explicit information con- 
veyed by her not returning again the third 
time, it is impoſſible not to obſerve a pre- 
figuration of the purity and innocence of 
the Holy Jeſus, the Mediator between 


God and man. — How beautiful upon . 
© the mountains are the feet of him that ec 
© bringetE. good tidings, that publiſheth ec 
te peace, that bringeth good tidings of th 
ce good, that publiſheth ſalvation !” „Lo, u; 
© the Winter is paſt, the rain is over and . 
e gone, the flowers appear on the earth, aft 
« the time of the ſinging of birds is come, fot 
* and the voice of the turtle is heard in 
S c our land.” —As the ſtate of the world of 
FX . was gradually unfolded to Noah by the | led, 


different appearances, and conduct of his 
dove ; ſo was the plan of redemption by 
Jeſus Chriſt, gradually diſcloſed to the 
world, in types, in allegories, and by pre- 
dictions, till the morning light at length 
c N became 
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became perfect day, and © God, who at 
« ſundry times, and in divers manners, 
« ſpake in time paſt unto the fathers by 
« the prophets, hath in theſe laſt days 
« ſpoken unto us by his Son, whom he 
| © hath appointed heir of all things, by 
e whom alſo he made the worlds.” * 


As the ark, after the toſſings and tem- 
peſt of the flood, - reſted ſafely on the top 
of Mount Ararat; ſo Chriſt having ſuffer- 
ech all things that were appointed, © en- 
« tered into his glory,” and eſtabliſhed 
the faith of them that believe in him, 
upon © a rock, againſt which the gates 
* of hell never {hall prevail.” The ark 
afforded protection to thoſe only who fled 
for ſhelter under its roof, and whom God 
ſhut up within it. It was not merely the/ig 
of that wonderful fabrick, nor the not- 
ledge and approbation of the plan, nor an 
afive hand in the rearing of it, nor an 
| external adherence to it, when the evil day 
| came, that afforded ſafety to the miſer able. 
Vor. I. N Our 
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me, Lord, Lord, ſhall enter into the 


* the will of my Father which is in Hea- 


part from me ye that work iniquity. 


© jection, leſt that by any means, when ! 


ebe a caſt away.” + 


Our Lord himſelf furniſhes us with the 
application of theſe important circum- 
ſtances, *©* Not every one that faith unto 


« kingdom of Heaven: but he that doth 


« ven. Many will ſay to me in that day, 
ec Lord, Lord, have we not propheſied in 
« thy name? and in thy name have caſt 
ut devils? and in thy name done many 
* wonderful works? and then will I pro- 
te feſs unto them, I never knew you: by: 
And impreſſed with an awful ſenſe of i it, 
Paul ſays of himſelf, © I therefore ſo run, 
* not as uncertainly: ſo fight I, not as 
one that beateth the air; but I keep 
te under my body, and bring it into ſub- 


< have preached to others, I myſelf ſhould 
FARTHER ; When we foe Noah at the 


altar of God, n the ſacrifices of 
thank! 


Matt. vii. 21==23, + 1 Cor. ix. 26, 27. 


thankſgiving, preſenting a victim of every 
clean bird and beaſt, and God ſmelling a 


ſavour of reſt; ceaſing from his anger, 


remitting the curſe, and eſtabliſhing a new 
covenant upon better promiſes, We © be- 
hold the Lamb of God who taketh 
ee away the ſins of the world.” Chriſt 


the altar that is erected, the prieſt who 
officiates, and the victim which is offered. 


up. We behold proviſion made for the 
remiſſion of thanſgreſſions committed un- 


der the ſecond covenant, for which there 
was no remedy under the firſt. The paſ- 


ſage on which this diſcourſe 1s built, is a 
full and particular illuſtration of this, 


The whole chapter refers to the bringing 
in of the Gentile nations to the ſtandard 
of the Meſſiah. © For thy Maker is thine 
c huſband [the Lord of Hoſts is his name] 


and thy Redeemer the Holy One of Iſ- 
© rael, the God of the whole earth ſhall 


* he be called. For the Lord has called 


* thee as a woman forſaken, and grieved 


e in ſpirit, and a wife of youth when thou 


© waſt refuſed, faith thy God, For a 


. c with 
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* ſmall moment have I forſaken thee, but 
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«© with great mercies will I gather thee, 
« In a little wrath I hid my face from 
« thee, for a moment; but with ever- 
< laſting kindneſs will I have mercy on 
c thee, ſaith the Lord thy Redeemer. For 
ee this is as the waters of Noah unto me: 
e for as I have ſworn that the waters of 
© Noah ſhould no more go over the earth; 
ce ſo have I ſworn that I would not be 
© wroth with thee, nor rebuke thee. For 

| the mountains ſhall depart, and the 

Þ ce hills be removed; but my kindneſs ſhall 

ee not depart from thee, neither ſhall 
« the covenant of my peace be removed, 

* faith the Lord, that hath mercy on 
e thee.” * Expreſſions beautifully figu- 
rative of the ſtrength, beauty, and dura- 
tion of the Chriſtian Church, and of the 
immoveable foundation on which the 
Chriſtian Faith 1s built. 


— ic a6 ee — 
— cc 


 FiNnALLY, the rainbow, the token of 

God's covenant of peace with the earth, 

produced, in the courſe of nature, by the 
rays 


_ * Ifaiah liv. 510, 


LECT. IX.] COMPARED. 197 


rays of the ſun falling on a cloud impreg- 
nated with rain; without ſtraining for a 
ſimilitude, exhibits mercy rejoicing over 
judgment; the rays of the ſan of righte- 
ouſneſs reflected from, and diſperſing the 
clouds of divine wrath and human guilt. 
It repreſents the diſpenſations of the Moſt 
High towards men, as diſtinguiſhed from 
thoſe ſpiritual beings who never ſinned, 
and thoſe who never ſhall be ſaved. In 
hell, the gloom is not for a ſingle inſtant 
diſpelled by one beam of light, nor deſpair 
relieved by one ray of hope. The ſere- 
nity of Heaven is never obſcured by one 
frown from the face of God. But our 
world is the theatre, on which are diſ⸗- 
played, Mercy and truth meeting to- 
« gether, righteouſneſs and peace kiſſing 
«each other ;” © truth ſpringing out of 
*© the earth, and righteouſneſs looking 
| © down from Heaven.” The bow in the 
cloud is the reverſe of that deſcribed by 
| the Plalmiſt: © He hath bent his bow and 
* made it ready, he hath alſo prepared for 
him the inſtruments of death: he or- 
N 3 e daineth 
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ce daineth his arrows againſt the perſecu- 
© tors.” * No, it is a bow unbent, armed 
with no deadly weapon, and its danger- 
ous, threatening ſide averted from us, and 
turned towards Heaven. The bow is never 
to be ſeen but when one ſide of the Heaven 
is clear, and the ſun above the horizon; 
| unleſs it be, by the ſober, ſilver rays of 
| the moon's mild, reflected light. Thus 
every thing uſeful and pleaſing in nature, 
every thing ſatisfying and conſolatory in 
Providence, in order to be perceived and 
enjoyed, mult be irradiated, explained, and 
applied, by the eternal wiſdom, the word 
of God, © the true light which enlight- 
ce eneth every man who cometh into the 
« world;” and thus many of the objects 
which we are incapable of contemplating, 
by the direct and immediate illumination of 
the glorious Father of Lights,“ are tem- 
pered to our perception, uſe, and delight, 
by reflection from other orbs. No man 
© hath ſeen God at any time. The only 
ee begotton Son who is in the boſom of the 
Father, he hath declared him,” 
3 f Tus 


Rn Lina es WES A  ERFETLE x" AE 


„ Pfalm vii. 12, 13, 
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Tuus have we endeavoured to point 
out thoſe particulars in the perſon, cha- 


racter, and life of Noah, which ſeem more 


obviouſly typical of Chriſt the Lord ; but 


I cannot conclude the parallel, without 


directing your thoughts to one article of 
reſemblance more. The old world having 
undergone the purgation of a flood, was 


delivered in it's renewed ſtate to Noah and 


his natural poſterity for a poſſeſſion: and 
from the world that 1s, when purified by 


fire, We, according to his promiſe, look 
ce for new heavens and a new earth where- 
ce in dwelleth righteouſneſs.” © He that 


« ſitteth upon the throne ſaith, Behoid 


« I make all things new! for the former 


* things are paſſed away.” And he that 


is before the throne ſaith, © In my Father's 


* houſe are many manſions ! if it were 


* not ſo I would have told you: I go to 


te prepare a place for you, and if I go 


te and prepare a place for you, I will come. 


* again and receive you unto myſelf, that 


* where I am, there ye may be alſo. And 


* whither I go ye know, and the way ye 


* know.” © Bleſſed is he who ſhall eat 


N 4 e bread 
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te bread in the kingdom of God.” © Bleſſed 
e are they that do his commandments, 
© that they may have right to the tree of 
« life, and may enter in through the gates 
ce into the city.” 


Lr me now exhort you in the words 
of Chriſt, © Search the Scriptures, for 
© in them ye think ye have eternal life, 
© and they teſtify of Him, who is Alpha 
% and Omega, the firſt and the laſt, the 
© beginning and the end:” and as you 
read and meditate, the light will break 
in upon you, and the Saviour of the 
world will ſtand confeſſed in every page, 
in every line; fo that ye may ſay one to 
another, in the words of Andrew to $1- 
mon his brother, We have found the 
« Meſſias, which is being interpreted, the 
« Chriit.? And when you ſee all that is 
venerable 1n reſpect of antiquity, all that 
is ſacred in office, all that is dignified in 
royalty, bringing their glory and honour 
to him, lay yourſelves at his feet, and 
ſay, © he is our Lord and we will wor- 


« ſhip 
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& ſhip him ;” for * ſurely this is the Son 
«© of God.” 


AND here cloſes the firſt great period 
of the world. There next enſaes a very 
conſiderable ſpace of time, fruitful indeed 
in names, but barren in events. Provi- 
dence has thought fit to draw a veil over 
it for this obvious reaſon, that however 
amuſing or inſtructive the detail of that 
period might be to us, as citizens of this 
world, having no ſpecial relation to the 
Hiſtory of Redemption, it cannot be very 
deeply intereſting to us as Chriſtians. 
And the deſign of the Bible is not fo 
much to convey to us natural and polt- 
tical knowledge, as the knowledge of © the 
e only true God, and of Jeſus Chriſt, 
* whom he hath ſent, whom to know is 
© life eternal.” The Sacred Hiſtorian ac- 
cordingly haſtens on to the times of 
Abraham, when the promiſes and predic- 
tions of the Meſſiah become more clear and 
expreſs, and that Saviour was explicitly 
announced, © in whom all the families of 
the earth” ſhould at length be bleſſed. 
WIEN 
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Wurn we have marked the progreſs 
of the dawn, and obſerved the firſt rays 
of this riſing ſun, through the medium of 
type, figure, and prediction ; when we 
have conſidered the tokens of approach- 
ing glory in the Eaſt ; let us look up to- 
gether, and behold the ſplendour of the 
full-blown day ; let us contemplate the 
glory ſpread around us, by © the ſun 
« ſhining in his ſtrength,” The ſcattered 
glimmerings of light, —a terreſtrial para- 
diſe, the firſt promiſe of deliverance by 
the ſeed of the woman, Abel's ſacrifice, 
Enoch's tranſlation, Noah's ark, and all 
that followed during ſo many ages, were 
at length collected and loſt in that one 
great luminary, which 1s the light of the 
Chriſtian world. But alas! “ this is the 
e condemnation, that light is come into 
te the world, and men love darkneſs rather 
than light: becauſe their deeds were 
« evil, For every one that doth evil 
*< hateth the light; neither cometh to the 
* light, leſt his deeds ſhould be reproved.” * 

2h Let 


* John iii. 19, 20. 
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COMPARED. 
ce me, ſhall not walk in darkneſs, but ſhall 


« light of the world ; he that followeth 
tt have the light of life.“ 


and obſerve and follow him, who thus 
ſpeaks concerning himſelf, I am the 
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HISTORY or ABRAM. 


LECTURE x. 


i 


GENESIS Xii. I. 


NOW THE LORD HAD SAID UNTO ABRAM, GET THEE 
OUT OF THY COUNTRY, AND FROM THY KINDRED, 
AND FROM THY FATHER'S HOUSE UNTO A LAND 
THAT I WILL SHEW THEE. 


T would yield neither amuſement nor 
inſtruction, to lay before you in detail, 
the genealogical ſucceſſion of the ſons of 
Noah, from the flood to the calling of 
Abram. Scripture preſents us with a 
very general view of that period. It ſhews 
us mankind engaged in purſuits common 
to men in every age. It exhibits the uſual 
and natural operations, and the effects of 
pride, and ambition, and avarice : plans 
of empire formed; imperial cities founded; 
new 
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new diſcoveries made, and ſettlements 
eſtabliſhed. For a conſiderable time, the 
recent horrors of the deluge muſt have 
laid faſt hold of the minds of men; as the 
awful monuments of it were every where 
before their 2yes. This would naturally, 
for a while, confine them to the moun- 
tainous regions of Armenia, where the 
ark firſt reſted. But as their fears dimi- 
niſhed, and their numbers increaſed, we 
find them, allured by the beauty and fer- 
tility of the plains, which were waſhed by 
the Tygres and the Euphrates, deſcending 
gradually from the heights, and ſpreading 
along the vaſt and fruitful valleys of Shi- 
nar or Chaldea. And he who had ſeen 
the whole human race cut off for their 
wickedneſs, his own family conſiſting of 
eight perſons excepted, lived to ſee the de- 
ſcendants of that family, almoſt as nu- 
merous and as profligate as the generation 
of men which had been deſtroyed by the 
flood. He had the mortification, in par- 
ticular, of ſeeing his poſterity engaged in 

= enterprize equally abſurd, vain and 
ie that of building * a city and a 
5 er 


_ 
Ty 
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ce tower Whoſe top ſhould reach unto 
« Heaven,” to tranſmit their names with 
renown to poſterity, to be the great ſeat 
of empire, and thereby the means of pre- 
ſerving them in one grand ſyſtem of poli- 
tical union, and of ſecuring them from 

_ diſcord and diſperſion. 


THe ſacred volume informs us, that the 
very means which they had vainly deviſed 
to keep themſelves together, in the wiſ- 
dom of God, ſeparated and ſcattered them. 
But the hiſtory of that event falls not with- 
in the deſign of theſe exerciſes. Leav- 
ing Nimrod and his vain-glorious com- 
panions to erect the monument of their 
own folly, and to feel the conſequences of 
their impiety, let us attend {the ſacred 
hiſtorian in tracing, not the riſe and pro- 
greſs of empire, but the formation, the 
unfolding, and the execution of the plan 
of redemption. Dropping the mighty 
founders of Niniveh and Babylon in that 
oblivion, wherein Providence has plunged. 
them, never to emerge, let us accompany 
the Inther of the faithful from Ur of the 


Chaldees, 
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Chaldees, to the place of his deſtination, 
and obſerve the increaſing ſplendour of the 
day of grace, and adore the wiſdom, truth 
and faithfulneſs of him who promiſed, and 


who © hath done as he had ſaid.” 


_ IT may be proper to obſerve, 


in the 


entrance of the Hiſtory of this great Pa- 
triarch, that one life, that of N oah, almoſt 
connects Adam with' Abram. For Noah 
was born only one hundred and twenty-ſix 
years after the death of Adam, and lived 
till within two years of Abram's birth. 
In one ſenſe, therefore, the Father and 
Founder of the Jewiſh nation 1s very little 
more than the third from the firſt man. 
So readily, immediately, and uninterrupt- 
edly, might the knowledge of important 
truth, particularly the promiſes of ſalva- 


vation, be communicated through 


ſo long 


a tract of time. It is farther obſervable, 


that as from Adam to Noah there 


are ten 


generations, ſo likewiſe from Noah to 
Abram there are ten generations ; but the 
latter ſucceeded each other much faſter 
than the former. The firſt ten occupy a 


period 
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period of one thouſand ſix hundred and 'F 4 
fifty-ſix years; the laſt is ſhrunk down to Bit! 
three hundred and fifty-ſeven. We are Fit! 
henceforward, therefore, to be converſant Tit 1 
with lives reduced nearer to our own Fon 
ſtandard, While extreme longevity was 
neceſſary to carry on the deſigns of Provi- . 
dence, men lived to the age of many cen- 1g 
turies. When God ſaw it was meet to FRY 
ſubſtitute a written and permanent revela- | {BY 
tion, in the place of oral tradition from f 

father to ſon, the life of man was ſhor- 
tened. 


Tur hiſtory of Abram's life commences 
at a period of it, long before which, AM 
that of moſt men is concluded; namely, | W [ 
at the ſeventy-fifth year of his age. It FA 
s never either too early, or too late, to 
ſerve and follow God. But the folly and 
preſumption of youth is but too apt to 
defer matters of the greateſt moment to 
the laſt hour; and this fatal waſte of the 
ſeed- time of life, is the ſure foundation of 
diſhonour, remorſe, and deſpair, in old 
age. But though our Patriarch had ar- 
. 1. 9 rived 
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rived at a period of life ſo advanced, be- 
fore the Sacred Hiſtorian introduces him 
upon the ſtage, the obſcurity which lies 
upon his earlier years, is amply compen- 
ſated by the rich, inſtructive, and enter- 
taining materials, furniſhed from the di- 
vine ſtores, for the hiſtory of the latter 
part of his life, 


THeRE is ſomething ſingularly affect- 
ing, in the idea of an old man giving up 
the ſcenes of his youthful days; ſcenes 
endeared to the mind by the fond recol- 
lection of paſt joys; foregoing his kindred 
and friends; and becoming an exile and 
a wanderer, at a period when nature ſeeks 
repoſe, and when the heart cleaves to 
thoſe objects to which it has been long ac- 
cuſtomed. But that man goes on cheer- 
fully, who knows he is following God ; 
he can never remove far from home, who | 
has made the Moſt High his habita- 
c tion;” he who falls aſleep in the boſom 
of a father, knows that he ſhall awake 
in perfect peace and ſafety. Accord- 


ingly, Abraham, when he was called to 
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« go out into a place which he ſhould af- F 14 
« ter receive for an inheritance, obeyed, "9 l| | 

« and he went out, not knowing whither 100 

« he went.“ 


ABRAM being held forth in Scripture 
as the pattern of a cheerful, prompt, and 
active faith in God, as we proceed, we 
ſhall mark the appearances and the effects 
of that faith in the ſucceſſive trials to 
which itwas expoſed. Thevery firſt act of 
| his obedience to the will of Heaven, proves 
| the exiſtence and the prevalency of this 
powerful principle. When called to leave 
his country and his father's houſe, © he 
« went out, not knowing,” not caring, = 
* whither he went.” What could have _ | 
induced him to make ſuch a ſurrender, 1 
but a ſenſe of his duty to God, an entire 
acquieſcence in the wiſdom and goodneſs 
of Providence, and a full aſſurance that his 
Heavenly Father both could and would 
indemnify him, for every ſacrifice which 
he was called to make! A ſacrifice ſimi- 

i; _ but 
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lar to this every real Chriſtian virtually 
offers up, when he renounces the pomp 
and pleaſure of this vain world, to the 
hope of © an inheritance incorruptible, 
e undefiled, and that fadeth not away.” 
—Ur of the Chaldees was become a land 
of idolatry. Abram's neareſt relations 


had loſt the knowledge, and deviated from 


the true worſhip of the God of their fa- 


thers. To have continued there, would 
have been to prefer a ſituation dangerous 


to religion and virtue. Why may we not 


2 ſuppoſe the call given him to depart, to be 
the impulſe of an honeſt and enlightened 


mind, ſtirred at the ſight of ſo many idols, 
and the impure rites of their worſhippers ; 

and prompted to flee, at whatever expence, 
from ſcenes of ſo much impiety and pol- 
lution. When men are to receive imme- 
diately their indemnification or equivalent, 
the merit of a ſurrender is ſmall ; but it 
requires the faith and truſt of an Abram, 


to take a general promiſe of God as full 
ſecurity. But his faith had to ſtruggle, 


in the very ſetting out, with difficulties 


ſeemingly unſurmountable. The promiſes 


made 
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made to him were not only conveyed in 
very general terms, and the accompliſh- 
ment removed to a great diſtance; but 
natural impoſſibilities alſo barred the way. 


What a ſlender proſpect muſt a man en- 


tertain of a numerous offspring, when 
both nature and religion prevent the poſ- 


ſibility of his having children? The ſpi- 


rit of God therefore beſtows a juſt tribute 
of praiſe on this part of his conduct, he 

e believed God, and it was accounted to 
him for righteouſneſs,” becauſe that 
© againſt hope, he believed in hope.“ — 
But when we come to examine the pro- 

' miſe more particularly, we ſhall find that 
it contained every thing which can rouſe 

and fire a noble and generous mind : per- 
ſonal honour and felicity ; *I will bleſs 
thee and make thy name great :” a nume- 
rous and a thriving progeny, who to lateſt 
ages ſhould acknowledge him as their 
founder, and glory in their relation to 
him; © IT will make of thee a great na- 
© tion, and thou ſhalt be a bleſſing :” uni- 
verſal benefit accruing to the human race 
from him, © in thee ſhall all the families 
O 3 Wo. 
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ce of the earth be bleſſed.” —Behold then 
the illuſtrious exile turning his back 
on home, attended only by his aged pa- 
rent, finking into the grave under the 
weight of years and infirmity ; his beloved 
Sarai; and Lot his nephew, who it would 
ſeem, was determined to ſhare the for- 
tunes of his pious uncle, and with him 
to ſacrifice every worldly conſideration to 
religion. With Providence for their pro- 
tector and guide, and the word of God 
for their encouragement and conſolation, 
they ſet out in confidence, and arrive at 
their deſtined habitation in ſafety. But 
God, who had provided for Abram a 
country, would nevertheleſs have him car- 
ry away from Chaldea, all his honeſtly 
acquired property; for true faith makes 


light of none of God's benefits: and 
worldly proſperity, honourably acquired, ( 
moderately and thankfully enjoyed, is an | 
undoubted mark of God's favour. 
| t 
BINE arrived in Canaan, God appears 4 
to Abram again, and informs him that a 
( 


this was the land which he had in view 
5 for 


— 
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for him; and renews the declaration, 
* unto thy ſeed will I give this land.” In 


theſe words, two things are remarkable. 


Firſt, a farther delay of the accompliſh- 
ment of the promiſe, I ui give; and ſe- 
condly, a transferring of the gift of it, 
from Abram himſelf, to his ſeed. Each 
of theſe alone, had been ſufficient to have 


cooled an ordinary ardour, to have diſ- 


couraged an ordinary ſpirit. But the 
good man diſcovers no ſymptom of diſſa- 


tisfaction or diſappointment, at either 


the delay, or the change of deſtination; 
he does not ſo much as enquire when 


or how that promiſed offspring of his was 


to ariſe. It is ſufficient for him, that he 
is following the call of Heaven, and that 
he is bleſſed with the divine preſence 
through his pilgrimage; with him, even 


hope deferred maketh” not * the heart 


te fick;” —he finds he is not even now 
come to his reſt, yet repines not. But 
though he finds no houſe nor city for 


himſelf to dwell in, he finds both leiſure. 


and inclination to er ect an altar unto 
God, And there builded he an altar unto 


O's 0 
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but for a night, the altar is conſtituted, and 
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the Lord who had appeared unto him.“ 


He who has ſet up his reſt in the Al- 
mighty, is every where, and always at 
home ; and a truly gracious ſpirit will 


never omit a work of piety and mercy, 


under a pretence of wanting means or op- 


portunity. 


Way ſhould we enquire, in what anner 
God appeared unto Abram ; or how much 
wiſer ſhould we be for knowing it? Has 


not the great, the Almighty God, reſiſt- 


| leſs power over our bodies and our minds? 
And can he not make every element, every 
creature a vehicle of his will to us? Be- 

hold the Patriarch removing from place 


to place; * fojourning in the land of 
“ promiſe as in a ſtrange land,” travelling 
from Sichem to the plain of Morch; 
from Bethel to Hai; probably through 


fear of the idolatrous Canaanites, who, 
we are told, then occupied the land. But 


though he ſojourn, as the wayfaring man, 


the 


* Geneſis xii. 7. 


J 
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the victim is offered up. * And Abram's 
altar is not built in the ſpirit wherein 
many a ſacred edifice has been fince reared, 
and many a pious volume purchaſed, for 
ſhew, not for uſe ;—having built an altar 


to Jehovah, he called upon the name of 
« Jehovah.” 


Bur a wandering life through Canaan 
is not the worſt of his condition. His 
faith 1s put to a new and ſevere trial ; 
he is driven out of that land by famine. 
The country ſo pompouſly promiſed, as a 
portion to his ſeed, when increaſed to the 
number of the ſand upon the ſea ſhore, 
refuſes ſubſiſtence ſufficient to his family 
in its preſent diminutive ſtate, What 
then? Let Nature or Providence raiſe what 
obſtacles they may, faith removes or ſur- 
mounts them. He fits not down ſullen- 
ly with the peevith prophet, ſaying, I 
« do well to be angry,” but employs ſa- 


gacity and diligence to diſcover, and to 


obtain, the means of relief. He retires 


to 


* Geneſis x11, 8. 
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to Egypt, which the ſcarcity had not 
reached, or which it had afflicted in an 
inferior degree. Self-preſervation is the 
firſt law of our nature; and he that 
ce provideth not for his own, eſpecially 
e thoſe of his own houſe, hath denied the 
te faith, and is worſe than an infidel.” 


BuT where, alas, ſhall we find the faith 
that never ſtaggered through unbelief; 
the confidence m Heaven that never fail- 
ed? On his entrance into Egypt, Abram 
is ſeized with an unaccountable fit of diſ- 
truſt, altogether unbecoming his charac- 
ter, and equally injurious to God, to Sarai, 
and to the King of Egypt. He is afraid 
of truſting the honour of his wife, during 
a temporary reſidence in a ſtrange coun- 
try, to that God, at whoſe command he 
had given up his native country and his 
all. He injures the friend and companion 
of his youth, in ſuppoſing her capable of 
being allured by the fplendour and flat- 

tery of Egypt, to forget her duty to her 
huſband. He affronts a prince whom he 
knew not, by ſuſpecting him of a baſe 
and 


LECT. X.] HISTORY OF ABRAM, 219 
| | 6 | | 


and criminal deſign againſt the peace and 
honour of a ſtranger, driven into his do- 
minions for relief from famine, He has 
recourſe to the crooked path of cunning 
and falſhood, when the direct road of 
fairneſs and truth would have ſerved his 
turn much better. Over caution is bro- 
ther to great raſhneſs. He who wants to 
ſhew himſelf over wiſe, ſoon proves him» 
ſelf to be a fool. The very means which 
Abram has deviſed for preſerving Sarai's 
chaſtity, expoſed her to danger. As his 
fiſter ſhe might be lawfully addreſſed by 


any one; as his wife, ſhe was conſidered 19 
as ſacred to himſelf; for the rights of 1 
wedlock were held in reverence, even by of 
idolatrous Egyptians —W hat muſt have = 
been his feelings when the impoſture was | af 
detected? How keen his remorſe, to | | | 
ſce Pharaoh and his innocent houſhold, = 
plagued for his fault? The conſcious 1 
ſhame of having acted wrong, and of there- = 
by having brought miſchief upon another, | | i | 
is, perhaps, the ſevereſt puniſhment an in- . | | | \ 
genuous mind can 1 ſuffer. 4 

| 1 
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Tux next remarkable event of Abram's 
life is infinitely more honourable for him, 
and which therefore we purſue with 
much greater ſatisfaction. Being ſafely 
brought back again to Canaan, he reſorts 
to his former reſidence between Bethel and 
Hai, and * pitches his tent by the place 
te of the altar, which he had made there 
« at the firſt,” And there again he re- 
news his communion with Heaven ; for 
one failing breaks not off the intercourſe 
between God anda good man. Enjoying 
here a temporary repoſe, his worldly ſub- 
ſtance increaſes faſt upon him: for * the 
e blefſing of the Lord it maketh rich.“ 
But every earthlygood thing brings 1t's in- 
convenience along with it. His brother's 
ſon has caſt in his lot with Abram, and 
is cheriſhed by him with ſingular tender- 
neſs and affection : when, behold, the in- 
creaſe of riches becomes an increaſe of 
vexation, Though the maſters are diſ- 
poſed to peace, the ſervants cannot agree. 
„A ſtrife aroſe between the herdmen of 
* Abram's cattle and the herdmen of Lot's 
| « cattle :” and what augmented the folly 
. of 
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of ſuch a contention, it is remarked, that i 
the Canaanite and the Perizzite dwellek 14 
« then in the land:“ ſo that their quarrel 
among themſelves, rendered them more 
vulnerable by the common enemy. For N 
once that riches promote friendſhip, they wi 


2 — 
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== — * 


ten times engender ſtrife; by ſetting on 11 
fire, envy, or jealouſy, or pride, or ſome 1 


"2, 
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| 

ſuch deſtructive paſſion. The behaviour - 
of Abram on this occaſion, merits par- 
_ ticular notice and commendation. * And 
« Abram ſaid unto Lot, Let there be no 
« ſtrife, I pray thee, between me and 10 
te thee, and between my herdmen and = 


—̃ — — — 's 


— — —— hs r wo bv. 
— — — — 
—_—— — _ — 


— 


7 
— 1 
— 0 , 
” ** — 
3 EE, IG 
— 


” —— — — — OCIIILE ie om 


—— — 
—U— — 7h *F 3 
f n 
G74 e 
EA r "DET E132 . 


e thy herdmen : for we be brethren, Is. | 1 


te not the whole land before thee? Sepa- - # f 
« rate thyſelf, I pray thee, from me; if 1 
« thou wilt take the left hand, then 1 
ce will to go to theright ; or if thou depart 
eto the right hand, then I will go to the 
+ left.” * An hundred ſermons preached, 
or an hundred volumes written, in favour 
of a peaceable, gentle, yielding, generous, 
manly ſpirit, were far ſhort of the plain, 
IE and 


* Gen. xiii, 8, 9. 
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and perſuaſive leſſon taught us by this 
conduct of the Patriarch. But it merits 
a larger place in the hiſtory of his life, 
than is now left for it, in what remains 
of your time. We willingly, therefore, 
referve it, to be drawn out into greater 
length, and to be preſſed more particular- 
ly, as an uſeful and ſtriking example to 
believers. 


— 


CHRISTIAN, you call yourſelf a ſon of 
faithful Abram : let me fee that you are 

_ actuated by his ſpirit. What ſacrifice, I 
beſeech you, are you making; what ſacri- 

fice have you made, to conſcience, to duty, 

to your Chriſtian profeſſion ? What world- 

| ly intereſt have you given up? What luſt 
| have you mortified? What exerciſe of hu- 
| mility, of ſelf-denial, of ſelf-government, 
are you engaged in? Faith in God, and 

_ ſubmiſſion to his will, were the leading 

principles of Abram's life: What are yours? 
Deal faithfully with God, and with your- 
ſelves ; and know, that to be a lover of the 
pleaſures, riches, or honours of a preſent 
world, to the neglect of religion and its 

| joys, 
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joys, 1s to prefer Ur of the Chaldees, with 
its impurity, impiety, and idolatry, to the 
love and worſhip of the living and true 


God, 


Was the faith of Abram always uni- 
form, his obedience perfect, his conduct 
irreproachable? No. Then it is not al- 
ways to be imitated, nor at all to be de- 
pended upon, But there is a pattern of 
faith and obedience, which all may pro- 
poſe as an example, and upon which all 


may reſt as a ground of acceptance with 


God. When ſuch an one as Abram faul- 
ters in his duty, * let him that thinketh 
t he ſtandeth, take heed leſt he fall:“ let 
none © be high-minded, but fear :” let us 


account no danger ſmall, no foe contemp- 


tible, no deviation from the path of recti- 
tude a light thing. Let us watch moſt di- 
ligently on our weakeſt fide : and let us 
learn from the patience, forbearance, and 
tender mercy of God, when © a brother is 


overtaken in a fault,” to © reſtore ſuch an 


* one in the ſpirit of meekneſs.” 


Hap 


k 4 FE 
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Hap Abram an altar for God, before he 
had an habitation for himſelf ? Learn from 
him, O young man, how to begin the 
world, as you wiſh to thrive and proſper 
in it. The houſe in which no altar is 
erected to God, wants both a foundation 
and a covering. The family which wants 
* the word and the worſhip of God, is not 
| Jet begun to be furniſhed. Make room 

for your Maker and he will ſettle you in a 
large place. Seek firſt the kingdom of 
« God and his nghteoulnels, and all . 
N be added to you.. 


Dip Ads; 5 his own ſpirit, did he 
meekly recede from his juſt right, did he 
gently yield to an inferior, for the ſake of 
peace? Bluſh, O man, to think of thy 

pride and ſelfiſhneſs; of thy poſitiveneſs in 
opinion, thy devotedneſs to intereſt, thy 
inſolence in the day of power, thy con- 
tempt of the opinions, thy indifference to 

the feelings and the happineſs of others. 
Lock to Abram, and learn to be a con- 
queror. © Be not overcome of evil, but 
e overcome evil with good.” Look to 
your 
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your Father in Heaven, who © is kind to 
ce the evil and unthankful:“ „ for he 
% maketh his ſun to riſe on the evil and 


* on tho good, and ſendeth rain on the juſt 
e and on the unjuſt.” And thus © be ye 


« perfect, even as your Father which is in 
Heaven is perfect.” 


FINALLY ; Was the word made to 


Abram, ſure? Has his name become re- 


nowned, did his progeny increaſe, were his 
ſeed planted in the promiſed land, and in 


him are all the families of the earth bleſſed? 


Then learn to honour God by repoſing 


confidence in him, aſſured that, © though 


* Heaven and earth paſs away, his word 
* ſhall not paſs away.” 


Tur next Lecture will carry on the 
Hiſtory of Abram *© the friend of God,” 
and exhibit the gradually opening diſco- 
very of the ſcheme of redemption by Je- 


ſus Chriſt. The bleſſing of the Almighty 


we implore on what is paſt, and his aſſiſt- 
ance and bleſſing on what is to come, 
through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 
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HISTORY or ABRAM. 


LECTURE XI. 


GENESIS, xiii. 8. 


WE BE BRETHREN. 


| © pies a larger ſpace in the Sacred Vo- 
lame than that of the whole human race 


| therto we have had rather ſketches of cha- 
racter, than an exact delineation of the 
human heart; we have had hints, reſpect- 
; ing remote important events, rather than 
an exact and connected narrative of facts. 
But the inſpired Penman has gone into 

"2 the 


AND ABRAM SAID UNTO LOT, LET THERE BE NO 
STRIFE, I PRAY THEE, BETWEEN ME AND THEE, AND 
BETWEEN MY HERDMEN AND THY HERDMEN : FOR 


TX Hiſtory of Abram alone, OCCU= 


| from the creation down to his day. Hi- 
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the detail of Abram's life, from his being 

called of God to leave Ur of the Chaldees, 
to the day of his death; a detail including 
the ſpace of one hundred years. Moſes 
marks with preciſion the ſucceſſion of 
events which befel him; unfolds his cha- 
racter on a variety of trying and intereſt- 
ing occaſions ; and diſcloſes the operations 
of a good mind through the courſe of a 
long life, adorned with many virtues and 
excellencies, yet not exempted from ble. 
miſh and imper fection. 


War renders the Scripture Hiſtory 
in general, and that of our Patriarch in 
particular, uſeful and inſtructive, is, the 
exhibition of private life therein preſented 
to us, and the leſſons of wiſdom and vir- 
tue thereby taught to ordinary men. The 
intrigues of a court, the operations of a 
campaign, the conſequences of a battle, 
the ſchemes of a ſtateſman, the proweſs of 
a hero, and the like, repreſented ſkilfully, 
and adorned with the charms of eloquence, 
may amuſe or dazzle the reader. But the 


actors being altogether out of our level, 
— and 
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and the ſcenes entirely out of the line of 
our experience, though pleaſure may, no 
great advantage can, reſult from acquain- 
tance with them. To perforn ſplendid 


actions, and to exhibit heroic virtue, is 
given but to a few; and opportunities of 


this kind but ſeldom occur in the courſe 
of one life. Whereas occaſions to prac- 
tiſe generoſity, juſtice, mercy, and mode- 
ration; to ſpeak truth and ſhew kindneſs; 
tomelt with pity, and glow with affection; 
to forbear and to forgive, are adminiſtered 
to us every ſtep we move through the 
world, and recur more frequently upon 
us, than even the means of gratifying the 
common appetites of hunger and thirſt. 


When therefore, - we behold men of like 


paſſions with ourſelves, placed in ſituations 
exactly ſimilar to our own, practiſing vir- 
| tues within our reach, and diſcovering a 
| temper and diſpoſition which, if we pleaſe 
to cultivate, we may eaſily attain; then, if 
we read not with profit as well as with 


delight, it muſt be, becauſe we want not 


the power, but the inclination, to im- 
prove. 


Pz ABRAM 
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- he, who, in removing, does not leave his 
midſt of the employments, or the delights 


is not tempted to forget or to forſake the 
God of his native home, and of his early 


metropolis prove the grave of virtuous. 
regular education! Though Abram be 


but a pilgrim in Canaan, yet he thrives 
and proſpers there. As the pious ſoul 


life, ſo God, who ſuffers none to loſe by 
fidelity and attachment to him, can render 


c peace with him. 


ABRAM has left his kindred and father's 
houſe at God's command. Multitudes 
do the ſame thing every day, impelled by 
ambition, by avarice, by curioſity, by a 
wandering, reſtleſs diſpoſition. Happy is 


religion behind him; and who in the 


of a new ſituation or place of reſidence, 


years. Alas, how often does this very 


ſentiments, of religious principles, and a 


ſeeks and finds means of intercourſe with 
Heaven in every condition and ſtate of 


the moſt untoward, unſettled, and dan- 
gerous condition, productive of real hap- 
pineſs ; © if a man's ways pleaſe the Lord, 
ehe makes even his enemies to be at 


Bur 
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Bur never do we find wealth flowing 
in, and increaſing upon a man, without 
ſome correſponding peril or inconvenience. 
—Either the mind is corrupted by it; or 
the poſſeſſor is expoſed to be hated, en- 
vied, and plundered. The peace of A- 
bram's family had like to have been diſ- = || 
turbed, by a quarrel arifing out of it's 0 
proſperity; but it was preſerved, by the 11 
good man's wiſdom, moderation, and con- 
deſcenſion. The officious zeal of pragma- _ fo. 
tical ſervants has well nigh embroiled their "þ 
peaceable and kindly affectioned maſters. 1 
« And there was a ſtrife between the herd- 
« men of Abram's cattle and the herd- [ 
men of Lot's cattle; and the Canaanite — 
« and the Perizzite dwelled then in the bl 
land.“ How can any one think of ſe- N uy; 
curity and peace in this world, when the 1 
raſnneſs, malice, folly, or pride of a do- 
meſtic, may ſet a man at variance with his N 
chief friends? Indeed we are vulnerable 1 
in exact proportion to the extent of our - vo 


poſſeſſions. 
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How great is Abram's mind, how ami- 
able his conduct upon this occaſion ! 
« And Abram ſaid unto Lot, Let there be 
ee no ſtrife, I pray thee, between me and 
ce thee, and between my herdmen and thy 
ce herdmen ; for we be brethren. Is not 
« the whole land before thee? Separate 
„ thyſelf, I pray thee, from me; if thou 
ce wilt take the left hand, then will I go to 
« the right; or if thou depart to the right 

© hand, then I will go to the left,” * 

_ Abram was the elder man; he was to Lot 
1n the room of a father. Him had God 
__ diſtinguiſhed by ſpecial marks of his fa- 
vour, and by the promiſes of future great- 
neſs and pre-eminence. If the one muſt 
give way to the other, who would not in- 
ſtantly pronounce, that undoubtedly Lot 
ought to yield. Might not the call and 
. deſtination of God have been warrantably 
pleaded as a reaſon why Abram ſhould 
have the firſt choice? Abram, no doubt, 
both might and could have aſſerted the 
preference; and he proves that he well 
deſerved 1 it, 07 4 giving 1 it up. What per- 
ſon 


6 Cats xiii. 8, 9. 
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ſon in this aſſembly but ſtands reproved, 
or admoniſhed, by the example of the Pa- e 
triarch's humility, moderation, and affa- 1 5 


bility? It is indeed a perfect contraſt to Wy 
that tenaciouſneſs of their opinions, that =_ 


punctilious adherence to the leaſt 1ota of 


their rights, that inflexibility of ſelf-love WW || 


and ſelf-conceir, that perpetual aſſump- 
tion or demand of preference and ſuperi- 
ority, which mark the conduct of moſt 
men. Were it neceſſary to enforce the 


example of Abram by the precepts of the 44 


Goſpel: the whole ſpirit of Chriſtianity, 
a multitude of particular injunctions, 
and above all, the temper and conduct of N 
the great pattern of all that is amiable and _— 
excellent, might be adduced, to expoſe and 1 


condemn, if not to cure, that ſelfiſh ſpirit, 94 


equally inconſiſtent with good ſenſe and 
with religion, which exacts a perpetual 
ſacrifice from others, without diſcerning 
the propriety or neceſſity, of making the th 
ſlighteſt ſacrifice to others in return. Per- 
mit me to recite a few paſſages on the ſub- 
ject. For ] ſay, through the grace given 
* unto me, to every man that 1s among 

you, 


* 2 2 - 
mus oe, by p 5 7 — * 
„ . LIE 8 . 
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you, not to think of himſelf more highly 
te than he ought to think, but to think 
« ſoberly, according as God hath dealt to 
te every man the meaſure of faith. For 
ce as we have many members in one body, 
c and all members have not the ſame of- 
* fice: ſo we being many, are one body 
te jn Chriſt, and every one members one 
of another. — Be kindly affectioned one 
* to another, with brotherly love, in ho- 
* nour preferring one another. Be of the 
« fame mind one towards another. Mind 
te not high things, but condeſcend to men 
« of low eſtate. Be not wiſe in your own 
* conceits. If it be poſſible, as much as 
e ljeth in you, live peaceably with all 
e men.” * Let nothing be done through 
* ſtrife or vain-glory, but in lownineſs of 
* mind let each eſteem others better than 
e themſelves,” . We then that are 
« ſtrong, ought to bear the infirmities of 
e the weak, and not to pleaſe ourſelves. 
« Let every one of us pleaſe his neigh- 

| „ bour 
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Rom. xii. 3, 4, 5. 10, 16, 18. 
* Phil. ii. 3. 
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te bour for his good to edification. For 
« even Chriſt pleaſed not himſelf, but as 
ce it is written, The reproaches of them 
« that reproached thee, fell on me. Now 
te the God of patience and conſolation, 
« grant you to be like-minded one towards 
te another, according to Jeſus Chriſt.“ * 
Thus have we precept upon precept, pat- 
tern upon pattern, on a ſubject as plain 
as the light at noon-day, and which is 
preſenting itſelf to us almolt every hour 
we live. But alas! it is not preaching 
that can confer the temper of an Abram ; 
and that can induce men to forego the 
claims which pride and ſelf-conceit are 
inceſſantly urging them to advance. 


BzyoLD then Abram and his nephew 
at length conſtrained to ſeparate. Nature, 
affection, religion, affliction, had all con- 

ſpired to unite them; but a flow of 
worldly ſucceſs diſſolves their union; and 
the old adage is exempliſied in them, re- 
* lations ſometimes agree beſt at a diſ- 
. «*« tance 


3 
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_ 
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Nom. XV, I, 2, 3. 5. 
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*« tance from one another.” The power 
of chuſing was given to Lot, and he ex- 
erciſed it accordingly; © And Lot lifted 
e up his eyes, and beheld all the plain of 
“Jordan, that it was weil watered every 

© where, before the Lord deſtroyed So- 
dom and Gomorrah, even as the garden 

* of the Lord, like the land of Egypt, as 
« thou comeſt unto Zoar. Then Lot 
« choſe him all the plain of Jordan: and 
Lot journeyed caſt ; and they ſeparated 
ce themſelves the one from the other.“ K* 
How wiſely this choice was made, we 
ſhall have occaſion to remark in the ſe- 
quel of the hiſtory. 8 


| $0 good a man, and a relation ſo kind 
as Abram, muſt ſenſibly have felt this ſe- 
paration from his neareſt kinſman. But 
whatever blank was made in his happineſs 
by the failing of this creature comfort, 
he has the conſolation of reflecting, that 
it was not brought upon him through his 
own fault; and it 1s ſpeedily and abun- 
dantly 


„ Gen. xiii. 10, 11. 
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dantly compenſated by the viſions of the 
Almighty, by the promiſes of Him that is 
faithful and true, and by the preſence and Fi; JH 
affection of that friend, who ſticketh cloſer 3.5408 
than a brother. © And the Lord ſaid unto WW 1 Fl 
« Abram, after that Lot was ſeparated Thi. 
from him, lift up now thine eyes, and 
« look from the place where thou art, 164 
„ northward, and ſouthward, and eaſt- 104 
e ward, and weſtward. For all the land 8 1118 
« which thou ſeeſt, to thee will I give it, 1 hy I} 
and to thy ſeed for ever. And I will 5 ! * 
„make thy ſeed as the duſt of the earth: e 
« ſo that if a man can number the duſt of FR 
« the earth, then ſhall thy ſeed alſo be 14 
numbered. Ariſe, walk through the 1 
« land, in the length of it, and in the \ N | 
« breadth of it: for I will give it unto = || 
te thee.” * There is ſomething delight= _ | 15 
fully ſoothing to the human heart in the _ 118 
idea of property ;—one's own home, his i! 
own field, his own flock, If any thing : 1 
can add to the ſatisfaction of this kind of Bk 
Poſſeſſion, it is the having acquired it nt 
honourably, and the capacity of enjoying j 6 
"BY {||| [ 
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it with cheerfulneſs, wiſdom, and mode- 
ration. Diſhoneſt gain can never beſtow 
contentment, and ſeldom deſcends to a 
remote heir. But the gratification of ho- 
neſt proſperity and ſucceſs is capable of 
being ſtill unſpeakably heightened and 
ſweetened ; namely, by the heart-compoſ- 
ing, ſpirit-elevating conſideration, that the 
bleſſing enjoyed, is the gift of God, is 
the pledge of paternal love, and the ear- 
neſt of eternal felicity. In ſuch happy cir- 
cumſtances did our Patriarch mhabit the 
plains of Mamre ; bleſſed in the preſent, - 
more bleſſed in the proſpects of futurity ; 
| bleſſed in the fulneſs of this world, more 
bleſſed in the favour of God, which is 
better than life; bleſſed in the promiſe of 
a numerous and proſperous offspring, infi- 
nitely more bleſſed in the promiſe of that 
holy ſeed in whom * all the families of the 
earth are bleſſed.” When we find the good 
man ſtill abiding in tents, a pilgrim and 
a ſtranger in Canaan, do we not perceive 
it written in legible characters, © ariſe ye 
and depart, for this is not your reſt ?” 
Hear we not the voice of God, ſaying 
| Oe _ plainly, 
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plainly, ©* ſeek ye another country, that is | | | 1 
« an heavenly one?“ — 11 

Bur even the life of a pilgrim, and of i 1 
a ſhepherd, is not ſecure; neither does mug ; 
any worldly condition admit of a certain 1 

or long repoſe. Let a man be ever ſo 1 
peaceably inclined, how eaſily may he be 1 0 
involved in the feuds of contentious neigh-_ MR! | 
bours? This was the caſe with Abram, il bi 
In the fourteenth chapter of this ſacred N 

book, we have the hiſtory of a powerful BY 1 
confederacy of four kings againſt five; Ml 
founded no doubt, as all ſuch confede- Wit! | 
racies are, in a luſt of power or wealth ; or . 14 
directed by a ſpirit of cruelty and revenge. we! 
It iſſues in a bloody conflict in the vale of Wk 
Siddim. Sodom, where Lot had choſen 44 i 
to dwell, becomes a prey to the conqueror, f N hi 
and he himſelf is made a priſoner, and © 
his goods are plundered. Theſe facts are Ut | | 
related by Moſes, and become intereſting _ 1 
to us, merely from their connection with! —_ 
the hiſtory of Abram. What, but for 4 B08 


; 

I 
this, are Chederlaomer, Amraphel, and Art _ x | 
och, to the men of this day, but mere 1 

names? 
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names? Lot muſt now have grievouſly 
felt the conſequences of his imprudent 
choice of a place of reſidence, had it not 
been for the friendſhip and valour of his 
venerable uncle: who, rouſed by the intel- 
ligence of his nephew's diſtreſs and dan- 
ger, flies inſtantly to his relief. Behold 
the good old man exchanging his ſhep- 
herd's crook for the warrior's ſpear, and 
ruching with all the ardour and impetu- 
olity of youth on the inſulting victor. 
— Which ſhall we moſt admire in this 
important and intereſting tranſaction, The 
ſtrength and eagerneſs of his natural af- 
fection; his honeſt indignation at vio- 
lence and opreſſion; the {kill with which 
he planned his enterprize, or the vigour, 
boldneſs, and intrepidity with which he 
executed it; the moderation with which 
he exerciſed his victory; his diſintereſted- 
neſs in declining any ſhare of the fruits 
of it for himſelf; or his juſtice and good 
faith in attending to, and ſupporting the 
juſt right of his allies? All, all together, 
conſtitute an unequivocal and a brilliant 
proof, of a mind truly noble and digni- 
| fied : 
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fied: and his conduct on this occaſion 
ſuggeſts a crowd of reflections both pleaſ- 
ng and uſeful. 


Aa eben, Chriſtians, it is the ſame 
man, who for the ſake of peace with a 
brother gave up his juſt claim to a junior 
and inferior, that was not afraid in the 
cauſe of the injured and oppreſſed, to at- 
tack a numerous hoſt, headed by princes, 
and fluſhed with victory. With whom then "3 
does true magnanimity reſide? Surely "18 
with the humble and condeſcending. The Fi 


man who has ſubdued his own ſpirit 1s 1 


invincible. Behold in this the nature, = 
and the foundation, of true courage. It 
is not to make light of life; it is not to 
<« ruſh like the horſe into battle;“ it is 
not to talk high ſwelling words of vanity: 14 
it is to fear God; it is to be calm and _ „ 
compoſed in danger; it is to poſſeſs hope 
beyond the grave; it is to be ſuperior to r 
the pride, and incapable of the inſulting j 1 
triumph of ſucceſs. Behold how the kin- = 
| dredgraces and virtues delight to reſide in 3:08 
unity and harmony, in the boſom of a 1 
Vor. I. TW good „ (IR 
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good man ! Neither good nor bad qua- 

lities are to be found ſolitary in the breaſt 

of any one. Is a man pious? Then he 

is humble. Is he humble? Then, meek 

and condeſcending. Is he condeſcend- 

ing? Then bold, then juſt, then gene- 

rous, then merciful. Is he a child of 

God, a diſciple of Jeſus? Then, he is 

all that is amiable. Behold in Abram, a | 

ſoul ſuperior to the love of riches, and 61 
_ conſequently greater than a king; And 

ce the king of Sodom ſaid unto Abram, 3 


© Give me the perſons, and take the 7 

goods to thyſelf. And Abram ſaid to a 

ce the king of Sodom, I have lift up my EA 
hand unto the Lord, the Moſt High WF b 

«© God, the poſſeſſor of Heaven and | A 

earth, That I will not take from a ; 01 
ce thread even to a ſhoe-latchet, and that WF be 

6 will not take any thing that is thine, Ze 

ce leſt thou ſhouldſt ſay, I have made LM 

« Abram rich.” * That integrity is in- | tet 

corruptible which conſiders life and hap - no 
pineſs as conſiſting not in © the abun- of 
dance ta 


* Gen. xiv. 21—23. 
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e dance of the things which a man poſſeſſ- 
eth :” which prizes an honeſt, though hum- 


ble independence, above the honours and {1 18 
4 . | WS: | 
treaſures which princes have to beſtow. N 


ABRAM, on this occaſion, is found in 
connection with a moſt extraordinary 
perſon, who burſts upon us like the ſun 
from behind a thick cloud, unveils his 
ſplendour for a moment, and then hides 
himſelf again in the ſhades of night : 
« Melchizedec, king of Salem, and prieſt 
« of the Moſt High God ;” whoſe appear- 
ance, hiſtory, and character, we could 
have hardly comprehended, had not a 
brighter day ſince ariſen, and an inſpired 
| Apoſtle unfolded the meaning of what 
| one inſpired Prophet acted, and another 
| has recorded. The Hiſtory of Melchi- 
zedec, ſhort as it is, with the Apoſtolic 
comment upon it, will eaſily furnith ma- 
terials for a Lecture by itſelf, and ſhall not 
now therefore be anticipated. The ſtory 
of Abram himſelf ſhall for the preſent 
ſtand ſtill, to be reſumed and proſecuted 
in its order: it being now high time to 


„„ look 
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look forward, and to bring that Patriarch, 
with thoſe who went before him, to the 
feet of Jeſus, —his © offspring ;” yet his 


te root:” later than him by almoſt two 


thouſand years; yet before him © of old, 


even from everlaſting ;” receiving exiſt- 


ence from him in the order of nature, and 
by the tenour of the covenant; yet be- 
ſtowing exiſtence upon him, as the eter- 
nal word, by whom all things were 


te made, and without whom nothing was 


cc made that 1 18 made,” 


ABRAM may be frſt compared to Adam, 3 


being both the fathers of many nations, 


and eſpecially conſtituted of God for that 
end. With both, the covenant of God 
was eſtabliſhed, which included and in- 
volved their poſterity, though the chil- 
dren were not-as yet born : for with God, 
that is effected, which is purpoſed to be 
done; and his promiſes are gifts already 


beſtowed. Adam's tranſgreſſion tranſ- 
mitted evils innumerable to his offspring ; 
Abram's faith entailed bleſſings unſpeak- 
able 


oo Fn Sn Ria 
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able upon his family for many generations. 
Both of them typified Chriſt in their day; 
and both“ ſaw his day afar off.” Abram | | 
may be compared with the princes and Wi 
great men of the age in which he lived. 
And in true dignity of mind, in eleva- 1 
tion of ſpirit, in generoſity of ſentt- | 1 14 
ment, in propriety of behaviour, he will WER 
be found ſuperior to moſt, and inferior * 
to none. We ſee kings receiving obliga- 
tions from him; while he nobly ſhews 
himſelf above receiving an obligation from 
any one. And Abram is a type of every 
real Chriſtian, giving up the world as a 9 
portion, at God's command, and ſacri- | ; i | 
ficing the deareſt delights of nature to the | [BY 
demands of duty; living as a ſtranger Fi 
| upon earth, and looking for «a city FEY | 
which hath foundations, whoſe builder N 
and maker 18 God. e Tn 


Bur the great venerability of Abram's 1 
character ariſes from his relation to Jeſus 
Chriſt, whom he ſhadows forth in a great 
variety of reſpects, Abram was called 1 
and conſututed of God, to be the natural | 1120 
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head of a great and powerful nation; 
Jeſus © the firſt born among many bre- 
« thren,” to be the ſpiritual father of the 
whole vaſt family of believers. The co- 
venant of God with Abram came in aid 
to the inſufficiency of the firſt covenant; 
which had become weak, and ineffectual 
to ſalvation, through the corruption of 
human nature; and it prefigured a cove- 
nant ſtill more ſure and immoveable than 
itſelf, © eſtabliſhed upon better promiſes,” 
even the ſending of © the Son of God, in 
© the likeneſs of ſinful fleſh, and for ſin; 
« to condemn lin in the fleſh” The 
prompt obedience of Abram to the call of 
Heaven, leads us directly to him, who ſays 
of himſelf, © my meat is to do the will 
ce of him who ſent me,” and the language 
of whoſe whole life, ſpirit, ſufferings, 
and death is, Father, not my will, but 
« thine be done.” Abram's appearing on 
the ſtage, and entering on the diſcharge 
of the duties of his public character, in 
the full maturity of his age, ſuggeſts to 
us, the Saviour of the world entering 
upon, and diſcharging his public mini- 


ſtry, 
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ſtry, in the full vigour of life, and flower 


journing in the land of promiſe as in a 
ſtrange country, I think of him, who 
% came to his own and his own received 
et him not:” and meditate on * the Son 
* of Man, who had not where to lay his 


famine, reminds me of Jeſus flying into 


incenſed king. Who can read of Abram 
diſcomfiting confederate princes, without 
bethinking himſelf ſtraight of the tri- 


«ties and powers, and the ruler of the 


and death * caſt into the lake of fire?“ 
When we behold Lot brought back from 
captivity, by the kindneſs and intrepidity 


from turning our eyes to our compaſ- 


death has deſtroyed him that had the 
* power of death, that is, the Devil ; and 
te delivered them who through fear of 
* death were ſubject to bondage; and 


Q4 | who 
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of his age. When I behold Abram ſo- 
« head.” Abram, chaced into Egypt by 
Egypt from the wrath of a jealous and 


umphs of a Redeemer over “ principali- 


© darkneſs of this world :” Satan, ſin, 


of his affectionate kinſman, can we refrain 


ſionate Elder Brother, who © through 


— —ͤ— 
- _ SS = 


— 
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who has reſtored his younger brethren to 


the glorious liberty of the ſons of God?” | 


Abram nobly refuſes to be made rich by 
the bounty of the king of Sodom ; thus 
when the Jews would have taken Chriſt 
and made him a king, he withdrew him- 
ſelf : and when the prince of the power 
of the air preſented him with the proſpect 


of the kingdoms of the world and the glo- 


ry of them, and proffered all to him on 


condition of his doing homage for them, 


he rejected the offer with diſdain, © get 
ce thee behind me, Satan.” The amiable 


qualities of Abram's mind bear a lively re- 


ſemblance to the ſpirit that dwelt in our di- 


vine Maſter, But in Abram it was a ſpirit | 
imparted, in Jeſus a ſpirit inherent; it was 


| beſtowed on the former in meaſure, on 


the latter it was poured out without mea- 
ſure; in the Patriarch it was mingled 


with droſs, alloyed by a mixture of hu- 
man imperfection ; in the Saviour it was 


unmixed, unalloyed, for © he did no ſin, 


neither was guile found in his lips.“ 


Bur 
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Bur the time would fail to enumerate 
all the marks of reſemblance. Many 
others will occur to the careful and atten- 
tive reader of Abram's hitory ; theſe ſhall 
for the preſent ſuffice from this place, 
The farther continuation of it ſhall be 
ſuſpended, and give way, according to the 
order of the narration, and to give theſe 
exerciſes all the advantage 2 of variety which 
their nature will admit, to the ſingular 
hiſtory of Melchizedec; which, God wil- 

ling, ſhall be the ſubject of the enſuing 

Lecture, and to which permit me to im- 

plore your patient and candid attention. 
| Earneftly praying, that the bleſſing of the 
| Moſt High may crown what has been 
| ſpoken, we aſcribe praiſe to his name, 
through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, Amen. 
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LECTURE XI. 


5 
GENESIS XIv. 18. 


AND MELCHIZEDEC KING OF SALEM BROUGHT FORTH 
BREAD AND WINE : AND HE WAS THE PRIEST OF THE 
_ MOST HIGH G0b. 


PSALMS Cx. 4. 
THE LORD HATH SWORN, AND WILL NOT RE PEN T, 


THOU ART A PRIEST FOR EVER, AFTER THE ORDER 
or MELCHIZEDEC. 


HEBREWS Vl. 20. 


— mmm JESUS, MADE AN HIGH PRIEST FOR | 


EVER, AFTER THE ORDER OF MELCHIZEDEC. 


HE eagerneſs and avidity with which 
men pry into abſtruſe and difficult 


ſubjects, can be exceeded only by their 
coldneſs and indifference to obvious and 
impor- 
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important truth. The religious contro- 
verſies which have engaged ſo much at- 
tention, occupied ſo much time, and fur- 
niſhed employment for ſo many rare ta- 
tents ; which have whetted the tempers, 
and too often the ſwords of men againſt 
each other, are, in general, on points of 
doctrine too deep and myſterious ever to 
be fathomed by human underſtanding, 
too lofty to be ſcanned without boldneſs 
and preſumption, or too trifling to merit 
regard. Revealed religion, like every 
thing that is of God, muſt neceſſarily pre- 
ſent many difficulties to a creature fo li- 
mited as man. But inſtead of being re- 
jected on that account, it is the more to 
be prized and reverenced ; as having this 
evidence, among many tens; of coming 
from Him, whoſe nature, whoſe works, 
and whoſe ways, none “ can find out 
« unto perfection.” Curioſity, guided 
by humility, and aiming at uſeful diſco- 
very, is a laudable and uſeful principle. 
But curioſity impelled by ſelf-conceit, and 
reſting in mere ſpeculation, is generally 
raſh and preſumptuous, often trifling, im- 

pertinent, 


* 
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pertinent, and contemptible. In every 
branch of knowledge, thoſe truths are 
the moſt valuable, which are the plaineſt, 
and which preſent themſelves in the great- 


eſt abundance: juſt as nature produces in 


the greateſt profuſion, thoſe commodi- 
ties which are moſt uſeful and neceſſary to 
man! 


Tur ſubject of this night's Lecture, is 
one of thoſe which have afforded ample 
employment to critics and commentators. 
Were our object amuſement only, it 


were eaſy to entertain you for months to 
come, with the ingenious, the fanciful, 


the abſurd, and nonſenſical expoſitions 
which have been given of the perſon and 


hiſtory of Melchizedec. But as we aim at 


uſefulneſs; and acknowledge no guide in 


ſacred things, but the holy Scripture, 
| Moſes ſhall be our only authority and guide 
in tracing this remarkable ſtory; David 


and Paul our only interpreters, in the ap- 


plication and uſe of it. 
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ABRAM, with a little band of three hun- 
dred and eighteen perſons of his own 
houſhold, and a few friends, has purſued, 
overtaken, ſurpriſed, and diſcomfited four 
confederated kings, with their victorious 
army; and recovered Lot, his brother's 
ſon, into liberty. Returning from this 
honourable, bold, and ſucceſsful enter- 
prize, he is met by a prince of a very dif- 
ferent character from thoſe whom he had 
conquered, and thoſe whom he had deli- 
vered. They were {ons of violence, ſons of 
blood; his name was Melchizedec, and Mel- 
chiſalem, —king of righteouſneſs, king of 
peace. It 1s extremely probable, that theſe 
epithets were titles conferred upon this 
great and good man, as being deſcriptive of 
his perſon and character; and might be 
deſigned of Providence as a memorial to all 
princes of what they ought to be; lovers, 
preſervers, and promoters of juſtice, main- 

tainers and conſervators of peace. 


— 
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It is pleaſing to find ourſelves miſtaken 
in our calculations of the numbers of 
good men, and in our eſtimates of the 

ſtate 
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ſtate of religion in the world. For theſe Wh | 
calculations and eſtimates, through igno= _ = 
rance and contractedneſs of ſpirit, are ge- I 
nerally, if not always erroneous, by being __ 
ſhort of the truth, Who did not con- * {80 
clude, when Abram was called to leave his =} 
idolatrous country, that the knowledge Wt 
and the worſhip of the true God were en- 
tirely confined to his family? When lo! 
A king and prieſt of the Moſt High God, 1 
of whom we never heard, of whoſe exiſt- WT: 
ence we had formed no conception before, BE 
breaks forth upon us all at once; and | | [ 
teaches us this moſt elevating, this moſt = wi 

encouraging truth, that the number of 1 
the redeemed is much greater, and the 

ſtate of religion much more proſperous, 
than the partial views, and the ſyſtematic 
ſpirit of even good men, will permit them 1 
to believe. Thus, in later times, a pro- BE! 
phet of no leſs dignity than Elijah, from 1 
apparent circumſtances, made a moſt ern 1 
roneous computation of the number of 4 
| the faithful in his day. «The children 
1 © of Iſrael,“ ſaith he, © have forſaken | I 
© thy covenant, thrown down thy altars, = 
de and | WW | 
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<« and ſlain thy prophets with the ſword; 
and I, even I, only am left, and they 


« ſeek my life, to take it away.” * But 


what ſaith the anſwer of God to him? 
“J have left me ſeven thouſand in Iſrael, 
all the knees which have not bowed 


ce unto Baal, and every mouth which hath 


e not kiſſed him.“ + And when the ran- 
ſomed of the Lord ſhall at length return 


together to Sion, they ſhall be © a great 


« multitude which no man can number, 


of all nations, and kindreds, and people, 
« and tongues.” And what heart but 
muſt exult in the proſpect of the grace of 
God being more widely diffuſed than we 


apprehended, and extended to regions 


unknown, and multitudes unthought of 


by us? 


Trovcn but little be told us of this 


extraordinary perſon, that little 1s both 
pleaſing and inſtructive. In him, we find 
united two offices of high dignity and re- 
ſpectability royalty and the prieſthood 
the majeſty of the one united to the ſanc- 

tity 


4 


* 1 Kings xix, 14. + 1 Kings xix. 18. 


» 
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tity of the other; Melchizedec, king of 
« Salem” was alſo © the prieſt of the 
Moſt High God.” How truly honou- 
rable is high ſtation, when ſupported by 
the beauty and dignity of holineſs, and 
adorned with unaffected goodneſs! Is the 
ſtate of a king either diſhonoured or di- 
miniſhed by attendance at the altar of 
God? No; it is religion that ſweetens, 
and embelliſhes, and enobles every condi- 
tion: it is religion, forming an intimate, 
and a permanent relation between a man 
and his God, © that raiſeth up the poor 
e out of the duſt, and lifteth the needy 
« out of the danger, and ſetteth him 
« with Princes; * and which exalteth 
earthly princes to heavenly thrones. Ex- 
| amples are rare in hiſtory of theſe two cha- 
| racters being united. The kingdoms and 
the prieſthood of this world fall to the lot 
of but a ſelected few; they hardly blend 
in one and the ſame perſon, ſeldom meet 
to crown the ſame head. But in the new 
| Creation of God, in © the kingdom prepar- 
d ed for the heirs of glory from the foun- 
| dation of the world,” the high lot of Mel- 
| chizedec is the lot of every child of God. 
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All are © kings and prieſts unto God, 


venerable in his prieſtly robes, attending, 


High God? Is he leſs amiable and re- 
ſpectable in adminiſtering to the neceſſities 


compaſſion. And the praiſe of theſe too 


« even the Father.” And the Apoſtle 
Peter, addreſſing, not the princes and po- 
tentates of the earth, but © ſtrangers ſcat- 
te tered throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cap- 
* padocia, Aſia, and Bithynia,” thus 
writes, © Ye are a choſen generation, a 
« royal priefibood, an holy nation, a peculiar 
ce people, that ye ſhould ſhew forth the 
* praiſes of him, who hath called you out 
« of darkneſs into his marvellous light.“! 


Is this king of righteouſneſs and peace 


in the order of his courſe, upon the Moſt 


of his fellow men? A prince is never 
more kingly, than when he is practiſing 
the virtues of humanity, hoſpitality, and 


belongs to Melchizedec, for © he brought 
forth bread and wine” to refreſh the | 
Patriarch and his little army, after the 
labour and fatigue of their rapid march 

and 


* 1 Peter ii. 9. 
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and violent conflict. The great God is 
infinitely above the need of our ſervices. 
How then can we honour him moſt, and 
ſerve him beſt? By copying his example; 
by doing good; by communicating to the 
comfort of others what he has kindly be- 
ſtowed upon us. What object does this 
world preſent, once to be compared with 
a human being replete with benevolence, 
| habitually ſtudying to glorify his Creator, 
by alleviating the diſtreſſes, and promot- 
ing the happineſs of his creatures? This 
is the true luſtre of riches, this is the 
glory of greatneſs, this the ſplendour of 
power, this the majeſty of kings. 


KinDRED ſpirits are eaſily and power- 
fully attracted to each other; and religion 
forms the ſtrongeſt and tendereſt bond of 
union among men. Abram and Melchi- 
zedec meet like men long acquainted. The 
Patriarch nobly diſdains to accept the 
ſpoils proffered to him by the king of 
Sodom; but joyfully, and with gratitude, 
embraces the friendſhip and kindneſs of 
the king of Salem. The gifts of a bad 

e man 
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man yield a very mixed ſatisfaction to an 
honeſt mind, but it is pleaſing to the ſoul, 
to receive benefits from the wiſe and good. 
—An interchange of kind offices is the 
life of friendſhip in worthy minds. In 
our commerce with Heaven, benefits flow 
continually from God to us; continually 
receiving, we have nothing to ſend back, 
but the effuſions of a thankful heart, and 
the humble deſires of needy dependents; 
but friendſhip among men ſubſiſts only 
among equals, and depends on kindneſſes 
mutually given and received, Melchize- 
dec © brings forth bread and wine” to 
Abram ; Abram gives him “ tithes of all.” 
So early exiſted in the world that mode of 
ſupporting the miniſters of religion. A 
great prince like Melchizedec needed not 
to miniſter in holy things for hire, but 
he would by his example teach mankind, 
what God by a ſpecial conſtitution, eſta- 
bliſhed under the law, and afterwards de- 
livered to the world in a general propoſi- 
tion, that * he who ſerves at the altar 
« ſhould live by the altar,” 


Bur 


r = 
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Bur how poor in compariſon, is the 


gift which the Patriarch brings to the 


Prieſt of God, to that which he receives 
from him. Abram's is an offering of 


acknowledgment and reſpect merely, by 
which the receiver was neither benefited 
nor enriched, but Melchizedec's return to 
him was a real benefit; he bleſſed him, 


ce and ſaid, Bleſſed be Abram of the Moſt 


High God, poſſeſſor of Heaven and 


c earth.“ * Abram was already bleſſed, 
in growing worldly proſperity, bleſſed in 
recent victory over his enemies, bleſſed in 


the deliverance he had wrought for his 


beloved nephew, bleſſed in poſſeſſing the 


reſpect and eſteem of princes; but bleſſ- 
ings like theſe have fallen to the lot of 
bad men, and are in themſelves unſatiſ- 
factory: Melchizedec pronounces a bleſl- 


ing which crowns all the reſt, and gives 
value to them all. The bleſſing of 
* the Lord it maketh rich, and he add- 
e eth no ſorrow therewith ;” Abram is 
© bleſſed of the Moſt High God,” with 


0 the 


* Gen, XIV. 19. 
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the proſpect, though diſtant, of the Meſ- 
ſiah's day, who ſhould ſpring from himſelf, 
according to the fleſh, and in whom © all 
« the families of the earth ſhould be 
ce bleſſed.” Abram beheld in the very per- 
ſon who pronounced the benediction upon 
him, the figure of him who was to 
come,” that king who ſhould reign in 
„ righteouſneſs ;” he ſaw it, and was 
glad.” What ſelfiſh, ſolitary joy, 1s once 
to be named, with the pure, benevolent 
delight, which glowed in the Patriarch's 
breaſt, every time the promiſe was brought 
to his ear, and the Saviour, his own Sa- 
viour, the Saviour of the world, was placed 
before his eye? “ And bleſſed be the 
« Moſt High God,” continues he, © which 
c hath delivered thine enemies into thine 
hand.“ * The bleſſing which cometh 
down from Heaven, aſcends,. together 
with its fruit, to Heaven again. As the 
precious drops which fall down to water 
the earth, riſe upward in gales of fra- 
grance, from the fruits and flowers which 
they 


Gen. XIV, 20. 
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they produce, and perfume the air. 
« Mercy is twice bleſſed, it blefſeth him 
ce that gives, and him that takes,” But 1 
behold, while Melchizedec yet bleſſeth 9 1 

Abram, he is out of our ſight, and is no 1 
more to be found. He burſt forth upon 5 0 
us like the ſun from behind a thick cloud; TH 
diſappeared again as quickly; and is to 1 
be diſcerned only in that track of glory _ in | 
which he has left behind him. Bleſſed _ |. i 
type of him, who © led out his diſciples JI 
* as far as to Bethany, and he lift up his 1 
ce hands and bleſſed them. And it came A | 
e to paſs, while he bleſſed them, he was iff 
e parted from them, and carried up into 1 
Heaven:“ * And who, © while they F i: 1H 
« beheld, was taken up, and a cloud re- 
* ceived him out of their fight. + 


— 
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Tuus all the men of ages paſt have Þ 
made their eſcape from us, and we be- ö 
hold them no more: and thus we our- 
ſelves are one by one diſappearing from 
among men. Adam, and the great majo- | 
. rity, 
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- rity, died. Enoch, and one more, were 


tranſlated without taſting death. The 


latter end of Melchizedec 1s concealed 
from us. But, from his extraordinary 
character, we are led to imagine, 1t could 
not be in the ordinary courſe of humanity, 
In ſo many various ways can God remove 


and diſpoſe of his creatures; and thus, 


through various paſſages, we enter into 
the world of ſpirits: and © mortality is 


ce ſwallowed up of hfe.” 


Wrar other of the kings of the earth 


is to be compared with Melchizedec ? 


Is he not rather raiſed up of Providence, 


to reproach, and to condemn the poten- 


tates of this world; the rule of whoſe 


government, too often, is not righteouſ- 
neſs and law, but humour and caprice; 


and the end of it, not to bleſs mankind, 
but to gratify ſome paſſion of their own; 
who inſtead of preſerving the nations in 
| Peace, themſelves the ſons of peace, 
have inceſſantly from the beginning, to 
this unhappy day, involved the wretched 


human race in ſcenes of war, and vio- 
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lence, and blood? To which of the earth- 
ly thrones ſhall we look for the union of 


the ſanctity of the prieſthood with the _ | 
majeſty of the ſovereign? Alas! Kings : 7 | 
are © ſet in ſlippery places.” Their edu- Wi 
cation, their ſtation, their employments, | j i 
their connections; all, all unhappily in- Wi 
croach upon the offices of religion; tend if 03 
to weaken its impreſſions, and to ſhut | Fil 
out it's conſolations, — But there is a | it; 
Prince, betwixt whom and this king of 419 
Salem, the reſemblance is 10 ſtriking, } 1 
that he who runs, may trace it. 1 
1 Rt 
Not a few have given into the opinion, 1 
that the wonderful perſonage repreſented | | 

in this hiſtory, under the united character | 


of prieſt and king, was none other than 
the Son of God himſelf, aſſuming a tem- 
porary human form, to exhibit in that 
dark age of the world, an anticipated 
view of the perſon, which he was, in the 
fulneſs of time, to aſſume, of the charact- 
er which he was to ſuſtain, and of the 
offices which he was to execute. The 
expreſſions which deſcribe Melchizedec, it 
18 
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is alleged, are not applicable to any crea- 
ture: and as, from ſeveral other paſſages 
in the books of Moſes, it is probable, if 
not certain, that the Redeemer of the 
world manifeſted himſelf in the patriarch- 
al ages, at ſundry times, and on divers 
occaſions, under the character of the An- 
gel of the Lord; it is apprehended, that 
this appearance to Abram might be of the 
ſame nature; in order to furniſh the fa- 
ther of believers with a clearer and more 
diſtinct idea of the perſon of the Re- 
deemer, according to the words of Chriſt 
himſelf, your father Abraham rejoiced 
to ſee my day: and he ſaw it, and was 
glad. = 
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I xs no danger that can reſult, either 
to faith or morality, from admitting this 
ſuppoſition, And it muſt be admitted, 
that there are circumſtances both in the 
hiſtory, and in the apoſtolical application 

of it, which ſufficiently warrant ſuch an 
interpretation, If there is not an actual 
identity 


John viii. 56. 


. py . c . 
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identity of perſons in Melchizedec and 

the Meſſiah, the analogy at leaſt is fo 

obvious, that we have but to bring 

Moſes and Paul together, in order to diſ- 

cover its exactneſs, and to feel its force. 

The likeneſs is preſented to us in Scrip- 

ture, not as ſome others, in ſcanty and 

obſcure hints, or in ſome leading features 

and lineaments only: but the portraits 
are drawn, as 1t were, at full length, by 

the maſterly hands of a Prophet and an 

Apoſtle, and placed ſide by ſide for cur 

inſpection, In this part of our under- 

taking, therefore, nothing more is neceſ- 

fary than to tranſcribe from the page of 
inſpiration. 


' SCRIPTURE is ſingularly expreſſive, both 
in what it ſpeaks of Melchizedec, and in 


what 1t conceals; and in both theſe re- 1 
ſpects we may in ſome meaſure under- 0 1 
ſtand the meaning of what David in ſpi- EE 1 lj | 
rit ſays of the Meſſiah, © thou art a prieſt | Fil 
for ever, after the order of Melchizedec.” _ 
And firſt, wy I 

| To i J\ 
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To whom can the names of king of 
righteouſneſs, king of peace, be applied 
with ſuch ſtrict propriety, as to him whom 
God hath * anointed over his holy hill of 
«© Sion, who reizns in juſtice and in love: 
who, righteous himſelf, has wrought out 
for all his happy ſubjects, a juſtifying righ- 
teouſneſs by the merit of his blood, and 
continues to work out in all, a ſanctifying 
righteouſneſs by the am and power of 
his ſpirit ? 


Bur peace and righteouſneſs are not mere 


external deſignations of Meſſiah, our 
prince; names without a meaning, titles 
without merit, like many of thoſe which 
are worn by the potentates of this world, 
Catholic, Moft Chriſtian, Faithful, Imperial, 
Defender of the Faith! Appellations cal- 
culated to excite pity, or deriſion. No: 
his titles are of the eſſence of his nature; 
the diſplay of them, is the object of bis 
miſſion, and the conſummation of his 
plan. His name ſhall be called the 
« Prince of Peace.” © Of the increaſe of 


his government, and peace, there {hall 
cc < be 
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« be no end.” * © In Chriſt Jeſus, we, 
« who ſometimes were far off, are made 
« nigh by the blood of Chriſt. For he is 
te our peace, who hath made both one, 
ee and hath broken down the middle wall 
« of partition between us:“ He came 
te and preached peace to you who were afar 
« off, and to them that were nigh.” + 
“The chaſtiſement of our peace was upon 
© 1 95 and with his ſtripes we are heal- 
e ed.“ I His goſpel 1s propheſied of, as 
God's of covenant of peace” and *© the 


* counſel of peace.” At his birth the me- 
lodious anthem of * peace on earth, and 


* good will toward men,” 5 aſcended from 


the tongues of ten thouſand angels, up to 


the eternal throne : and when he left the 
world, this b behueſt, more precious than 


the mantle of Elijah, fell from him, and 


remained behind him to bleſs mankind, 
* peace I leave with you, my peace I give 


© unto you:“ || peace with God, peace of 
CON- 


*. Iſaiah ix. 6, 7. 


+ Eph. ii. 13, 14, bs: 
t Ifaiah liii. 5. = 


Luke ii. 14. 


John xiv. 27. 
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conſcience, peace with all men; for,“ be- 
ing juſtified by faith, we have peace 
« with God through our Lord Jeſus 
« Chriſt.” * And © the kingdom of God is 
ee not meat and drink, but righteo uſneſs 
e and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghoſt.” + 
Acquaintance with God through him, 
produces inward tranquility. © Acquaint 
e now thyſelf with him, and be at peace; 
* thereby good ſhall come unto thee.” . 
And © if God be for us, who can be a- 
« cainſt us?” The peace of God paſſeth 
all underſtanding.” The world can 
neither give it nor take it away. And 
when his Goſpel ſhall have produced its 
full effect, and his kingdom is finally eſta- 
bliſhed; © the work of righteouſneſs ſhall. 
ce be peace; © and the effect of righteouſ- 
e neſs, quietneſs, and aſſurance for ever.“ & 


Bur it were endleſs to enumerate the 
Paſſages of Scripture, which repreſent Je- 
ſus Chriſt the Saviour as the author, the 

purchaſer, the giver, the operator of peace, 


All 
. + Rom, xiv. 17. 
Job xxii. 21. $ Iſaiah xxxii. 17. 
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and © the Lord our 7ighteouſneſs.”— 
They are his nature, his name; the. bur- 
| then of his preaching, of his prayers : 
| they are the fruit of his ſufferings and 
| death, the object of his interceſſion, the 
operation of his ſpirit : they the ſeeds of 
glory in his redeemed upon earth ; and the 
perfection of glory in him and in them, 
when the triumph of his grace ſhall be 
completed in Heaven. 


As the names and titles aſcribed to Mel- 


chizedec, apply in full force, and in their 


utmoſt extent to our bleſſed Saviour, ſo 
the ſeveral actions in which we find him 
engaged have their exact counterpart, in 
what Jeſus did, in the exerciſes of his pub- 
hc miniſtry. They are theſe three — he 
te brought forth bread and wine” to re- 


freſh Abram and his weary hoſt; he 
ce bleſſed Abram ;” and he received of him 


« tithes of all” the ſpoils. 


Ix the firſt of theſe, we are led to con- 
template the grace of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, when he exerted, more than once, 


his 


"art; 
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his almighty power, in miraculouſly mul- 
tiplying bread to refreſh and ſuſtain the 
fainting multitudes, who reſorted to hear 
him: and when he inſtituted, by taking, 


bleſſing, and diſtributing bread and wine, 
that memorial of his death, which has 


been in every age, and ſhall continue to 


the end of the world, the food of the hun- 


ery ſoul, and a cordial to the faint; the 


token of a ſalvation already wrought out 


and purchaſed ; and the foretaſte of a ſal- 
vation © ready to be revealed ;” the com- 
munion of imperfect ſaints, in the church 
militant, and the eternal bond of union 


among the ſpirits of juſt men made per- 


fl, in the church ene 


AAN, Melchizedec be ſed Abram. In 


this action of the king of Salem, we be- 
hold Jeſus, © who went about doing 
good,“ and ſcattered bleſſings whereſo- 


ever he went. He took little children 
« into his arms and bleſſed them.” He 


pronounced a blefjſing, which ſtill reſts, on 


the poor in ſpirit,” © the meek,” © the 
= mercitul, i the pure in heart, © the 
8 Peace- 
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595 


« makers,” and thoſe who hunger and | l ij Al 
« thirſt after righteouſneſs,” * He bleſſed 1 
the bread before he brake it, and gave it — 1 
to his diſciples: when he aſcended upon |. 
| high, bleſſings upon bleſſings flowed from 'Þ'Y 
1 his lips; and in virtue of his interceſſion — 
at the right hand of the Father, every L 
“ good gift, and every perfect gift cometh 
* down from the Father of Lights. P If 
the world has any comfort, if the ſoul has 
any hope; if there be any communication 
between Heaven and earth, if there be 
0 good will towards men ;” „if there be 
« any conſolation in Chriſt, if any com- 
te fort of love, if any fellowſhip of ſpirit, 

« if any bowels and mercies ;” | if there 
be any joy purer, and more perfect than 
another, the %% ing of the Lord it mak- 
eta rich, and he addeth no ſorrow there- 

w with;“ it is of him, whom “ God 
having raiſed up” even * his Son Jeſus, 

e ſent him to V/eſs you, in turning away 
| © every one of you from his iniquities.” $ 

| | a ms 
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But the grand accompliſhment of the type 
is reſerved for that day, when together 


with faithful Abraham, all“ © the ranſomed 


e of the Lord ſhall return, and come to 
* Zion, with ſongs and everlaſting joy 
upon their heads :” * when the Son of 
* man, coming in the clouds of Heaven 
* with power and great glory,” ſhall thus 
welcome his redeemed to the regions of 
eternal day, © come ye, bleſſed of my Fa- 
<« ther, inherit the kingdom prepared for 


&« you from the foundation of the world.” + 


Tx laſt of Melchizedec's a&ons that 


ſtands upon record, is his receiving the 


tithe of the ſpoils from Abram. On 
which ſubject, I think it beſt to give you 
the Apoſtle's commentary in his own 
words. Now conſider how great this 
c man was, unto whom even the Patriarch 


Abraham gave the tenth of the ſpoils. 
And verily they that are of the ſons 
of Levi, who receive the office of the 


« prieſthood, have a commandment to 
ce fake 


* Ifaiah XXXV. IO. 4 Matt, FED 34. 
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« faßte tithes of the people according to 
« the law, that is, of their brethren, 
« though they come out of the loins of 
« Abraham : but he whoſe deſcent is not 
« counted from them, received tithes of 
« Abraham, and bleſſed him that had 
ee the promiſes. And without all con- 
ce tradiction, the leſs is bleſſed of the bet- 
te ter. And here men that die, receive 
ee tithes : but there he receiveth them, of 4 
« whom it is witneſſed that he liveth. 1 
And as I may ſo ſay, Levi alſo who re- : 
* ceived tithes, payed tithes in Abraham; 
« For he was yet in the loins of his Father, 
« when Melchizedec met him.” * From ö 
which he juſtly infers, that © perfection” . W 
could not be © by the Levitical prieſt- FY 
hood,” that © there was need” of © ano- 4 
e ther prieſt, after the order of Melchize- 5 | 
ce dec, and not after the order of Aaron ;” 
who ſhould be © made, not after the law 
© of a carnal commandment, but after the 
power of an endleſs life ;” and that ſee- 14 
ing the law made nothing perfect,” but 1 1 
{> S # M8 the | ; | 
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the bringing in of a better hope did,” 


** by ſo much was Jeſus made a ſurety of 
© a better teſtament :” and © this man 
e becauſe he continueth ever hath an un- 
* changeable prieſthood.” Through him, 
therefore, let us offer * the calves of our 
lips“ and “ preſent” our * bodies a living 


« ſacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, 


« which is our reaſonable ſervice,” —for 
© we are not our own, we are bought 
with a price;” therefore, © let us glo- 
« rify God in our vous and 1 in our ſpirit, 
" which are God "Fg 


As the names and employments, ſo the 
united offices and dignity of Melchizedec, 
met in all their un in the perſon of the 
Son of God: King of Salem, and 
Prig of the Moſt High God.” —In “de- 
„ riſion” of the vain attempts of the 
heathen, and of the! impious confederacy 


of the kings and rulers of the earth, 


« againſt the LORD, and againſt his 
te anointed,” God declares, © I have {et 


ny king upon my holy hill of Zion.“ 


He 
* Pſalm ii. 6. 
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He came not indeed in worldly pomp, but 
in lowlineſs and meekneſs, yet the powers 
and potentates of the earth were made 
ſubject and ſubſervient to him. Wiſe 
« men from the eaſt,” were conducted by 
a ſtar to Jeruſalem, and thence to Bethle- 
hem of Judah, to do homage to him at 
his birth; and poured “ their treaſures, 
gold, frankincenſe, and myrrh,” at his 


feet. Auguſtus iſſued “ a decree that all 
ce the world ſhould be taxed.” What was '1 
his motive, what his end? We cannot __ 
tell; but we know the end which God | 
| hadin view by it:—namely, to bring into 1 [| 
more public notoriety, the ſeveral circum- 1 
ſtances of Chriſt's nativity, and to tranſ- ' 1 | 
mit them to the lateſt poſterity, in all 1 
their ſplendour and importance. Thus 45 
the haughty Maſter of imperial Rome was mi 
conſtrained of Providence, to render un- Mt 1 
| known, unintended, involuntary homage N q | 
to yonder babe in the ſtable at Bethle- | 1 
| hem. For of a truth againſt thy holy _—_ 
| © child Jeſus, whom thou haſt anointed, = 


* both Herod, and Pontius Pilate, with 
* the Gentiles and the people of Iſrael, 
83 were 
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te were gathered together, for to do what- 
« ſoever thy hand and thy counſel deter- 
ce mined before to be done.” * Is he not 
then, the bleſſed and only Potentate 
ce the King of Kings, and Lord of Lords?” 
Now eſpecially, exalted as he 1s, to the 
ce right hand of the Majeſty on high. For 
< by him were all things created that are 
e in Heaven, and that are in earth, viſible 
ee and inviſible, whether they be thrones, 
* or dominions, or principalities, or pow- 
«ers: all things were created by him, and 
* for him.” © And he is before all things, 
te and by him all things conſiſt,” + And, 
into the kingdom of his glory, when 
finiſhed, © the kings of the earth do bring 
«© their glory and honour,” Then ſhall 
angels and men join in this grand celeſtial 
chorus, © The kingdoms of this world 

« are become the kingdoms of our Lord, 

<« and of his 2 78 and he ſhall reign for 
<« ever and ever.” 


5 


Acts iv. 27, 28. | + Col. i. 16, 17. 
1 Kevelations xi. 15. 
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Bur while his exalted rank as a ſove- | 
reign removes us to an awful diſtance ; 1 
his milder character as * the Apoſtle and Sl 
High Prieft of our profeſſion,” allures T8 
us back to his preſence, and diſſipates our 1 
terrors. He is © a merciful and a faith= _ 4 
« ful High Prieſt, an © High Prieſt, — f | 
touched with the feeling of our infir- 1 j 
© mities:” © a great High Prieſt, that is 4 
« paſſed into the Heavens,” through whom © 'Þ | 
we have encouragement to come boldly 411 
© unto the throne of grace, that we may 
obtain mercy, and find grace to help in Lit. 
« time of need.” * He has by © one of- L 
er fering, perfected for ever them that are 1 
« ſanctified, and who having © waſhed wt 
«us from our ſins in his own blood,“ 1 
ſhall at length make us“ kings and 4 
prieſts unto God and his father. To him ul 

* be glory and dominion for ever and 1 ö 


. * 22225 
: . - 1 
1 — — —— — <<. 


— 


$5. | 

4% ever.” T 1 | 
| ng | I hit! 
Tur circumſtances relating to Melchi- 1 


zedec, which are concealed, no leſs than 
S 4 thoſe 


-* Heb iv. 16. + Rev, i. 6. 
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thoſe which are revealed to us, lead di- 


rectly to ſimilar circumſtances in the per- 


ſon and character of our Lord. * With- 


out father, without mother, without 


e deſcent; having neither beginning of 
days, nor end of life :” no predeceſſor; 
no ſucceſſor; no limited time of ſervice; 
no derived title; a dignity not paſling 


from hand to hand, but permanent, inhe- 
rent, immutable. Such was the type. 


What is it's antitype? © Who ſhall de- 


* clare his generation?“ In the begin- 


& ning was the word, and the word was 
&« with God, and the word was God.” * 
« Verily, verily I ſay unto you, before 


„Abraham was, I am.” Þ © And the 


& word was made fleſh, and dwelt among 


* us, [and we beheld his glory, the glory 
eas of the only begotten of the Father] 
„ full of grace and truth.” } © Without 
„ controverſy great is the myſtery of god- 


& lineſs : God was manifeſt in the fleſh.” \ 
“J am Alpha and Omega, the firſt and 


the laſt; I am he that liveth and was 


« dead: 


* John i. 1. + John viii. 58. 
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„ dead: and behold, I am alive for ever 
more, amen.” * © Behold the Lamb of 
“God which taketh away the ſin of the 
& world!” © Slain from the foundation 
& of the world !” The altar which conſe- 
crateth © the gift,” the prieſt that pre- 
ſents the facrifice ; the © ſecond temple” 
which eclipſes the glory of the © firſt.” 
All, and in all. Every thing pointed to 


him; all ended in him, and all are infi- 


nitely exceeded by him, 


RxJoice Chriſtians, in this © more ſure 
word of prophecy; and © take heed 
* unto it, as unto a light that ſhineth in 
« a dark place, until the day dawn, and 


„the day ſtar ariſe in your hearts.” + 


Revere the unfathomable depths of the 
eternal mind. Secret things belong to 
God; but things which are revealed, 
„belong to us, and to our children.” 


Turn all your inquiries to ſome good ac- 
count, remembering that © the end of 


* the commandment is charity,” is to in- 
ſpire 
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ſpire veneration and love to God, and 
good will to men. Seek not to be © wiſe 
ee above what is written :? and © be not 
„ wiſe in your own conceit.” In reve- 
rence adore an incomprehenſible Jehovah, 
who, by no ſearch is to be © found out 
ce unto perfection.” Rejoice in hope of 
that day, when all myſteries ſhall be un- 
veiled, and the wiſdom, the love and the 
goodneſs of God ſhall ſhine confpicuouſly 
in every creature and every event ; when 
the honours of a Melchizedec ſhall be 
' communicated to all and to every one of 
the myriads of Chriſt's redeemed. —When, 
ſuch as is the head, ſhall all the members 
be © kings and prieſts unto God.“ And 
let us © by patient continuance in well- 
e doing, ſeek for glory, and honour, and 
« immortality.” Amen. 


HISTORY 


LECTURE XII. 


GENESIS, XV. 17, 18. 


AND IT CAME TO PASS, THAT WHEN THE SUN WENT _ 


DOWN, AND IT WAS DARK, BEHOLD, A SMOKING 
FURNACE, AND A BURNING LAMP THAT PASSED 


BETWEEN THOSE PIECES. IN THE SAME DAY THE 


| LORD MADE A COVENANT WITH ABRAM. 


| TPHERE is ſomething awfully pleaſant, 
| in tracing the manners and cuſtoms 


of ancient times, and of diſtant nations; 
particularly in the celebration of their re- 


ligious ceremonies. Religion, in every 


age and nation, has been the foundation 


of good faith, and of mutual confidence 
among men. The moſt ſolemn conven- 
tions, and the moſt explicit declarations 
have been conſidered as imperfect, till the 


oath 
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_ oath of God was interpoſed, and until the 


other auguſt ſanctions of divine worſhip 
ratified and confirmed the tranſation,—It 
cannot but be a high gratification to every 
lover of the holy Scriptures, to find in 
the Bible the origin, and the model, of 
all the ſignificant religious rites of latter 
ages, and of remoter nations; to find in 


| Moſes, the pattern of uſages deſcribed by 
a Homer and a Titus Livius, as in general 


practice among the two moſt reſpectable 
and enlightened nations of antiquity, the 


Greeks and Romans. 


MaxinG of covenants, is one of the 
moſt frequent and cuſtomary tranſactions 
in the hiſtory of mankind, Controverſies 
and quarrels of every ſort, iſſued at length 
in a covenant between the contending 
parties, The ſolemn compacts which have 
taken place between God and man, are 
known by the ſame name; and have been 
confirmed by ſimilar forms and ceremonies. 
The word tranſlated to make a covenant, 
in all the three learned languages, Hebrew, 
Greek, and Latin; that is, according to 

| the 
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the uniform application of it in the Old 
Teſtament, and the conſtant phraſeology 
of the moſt approved Greek and Roman 
authors, ſignifies to cut, to ſeparate by 
cutting aſunder, to rie down. The 


word tranſlated covenant, in the original 


Hebrew, according as we derive it from 
one of two words of ſimilar form and 
ſound, ſignifies either, a purifer, that is, 
a purifying victim; and the phraſe, to 
make a covenant will import, to kill, ftrike, 


out off, a purifying victim; or it may lignify 


a grant of favour, a deed of gift freely 
| beſtowed and ſolemnly ratified by the Moſt 
High God. And according to this deri- 
vation it imports, that the party with whom 
it 18 made, 1s put into a new and happier 


ſtate.* Between man and man, it denotes 5 


a new arrangement of certain concerns 
common to both, whereby they are put 
upon a clearer and ſurer foundation than 

they were before. Now the order and form 

of Abram's ſacrifice deſcribed in the ninth 
and 


® Taylor' 8 Hebrew 5 under the word 9093. 
232. 
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and tenth verſes of this chapter, 1s a full 
iluſtration of the meaning of the words, 
ce And he ſaid unto him, take me an heifer 
ec of three years old, and a ſhe goat of 
te three years old, and a ram of three years 
te Old, and a turtle dove, and a young pi- 
cc geon. And he took unto him all theſe, 
© and divided them in the midſt, and laid 
« each piece one againſt another: but the 
ce birds divided he not.” And in the text, 
* the Lord made a covenant,” 1. e. he cut 
aſunder or divided a purifying victim. 
Abram, according to God's command took 
an heifer, a ſhe goat, and a ram, each of 
three years old, ſlew them; divided each 
Into equal parts; placed the ſeparated 
limbs oppoſite to each other, leaving a 
paſſage between; paſſed between the parts 
himſelf, according to the cuſtom of the 
ſacrifice; and when the ſun was down, 
that the appearance might be more viſible 
and ſtriking, the ſchechinah, or viſible 
token of God's preſence, paſſed alſo be- 
tween the divided limbs of the victims, as 
«a ſmoking furnace, and a burning 
« Jamp;” the final ratification of this new 
treaty 
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treaty between God and Abram, By this 
covenant God graciouſly became bound to 
give Abram a ſon of his own loins, who 
ſhould become the father of a great nation, 
and the progenitor, after the fleſh, of - the 
great Saviour and deliverer of the human 
race; and Abram on his part, bound 
himſelf to a firm reliance upon all God's 
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promiſes, and a cheerful obedience to al! ' 
his commands. Such were the awful ſo- | 1 | 


lemnities of this important tranſaction, 
What myſteries were contained in theſe fa- 


approbation and acceptance. They appa- 
rently had been long in uſe before this 111 
period; for Abram, without any particular 1 
inſtruction, prepares and performs the ſa- | 
crifice; and they certainly continued long 
in the church of God after this; for we 
find the practice as far down as the times 


cred rites, we pretend not to unfold. They N | 
were evidently of divine inſtitution, for 8 
God honoured them with his preſence, _ Tt 
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of Jeremiah, that is about the period of ih 
the diſſolution of the Jewiſh monarchy. 1 

The paſſage in this prophet to which we a 
refer, deſcribes ſo minutely theſe ancient | ! 


reli- Tad 1 
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religious cuſtoms, and ſo ſtrikingly illuſ- 


trates and ſupports the hiſtory of Abram's 
covenant and ſacrifice, that I truſt you 
will forgive my quoting it at full length. 
© This is the word that came unto Jere- 


© miah from the Lord, after that the king 


Zedekiah had made a covenant with all 
te the people which were at Jeruſalem, to 
ce proclaim liberty unto them. That every 
© man ſhould let his man ſervant, and 


te every man his maid ſervant, being an 


Hebrew, or an Hebreweſs, go free, that 


ce none ſhould ſerve himſelf of them, to 
„wit, of a Jew his brother. Now when 
ce all the princes, and all the people which 
te had entered into the covenart, heard 
ce that every one ſhould let his man ſer- 


ce vant, and every one his maid ſervant 
« go free, that none ſhould ſerve them- 
« ſelves of them any more, then they 


© obeyed, and let them go. But after- 


„ wards, they turned, and cauſed the 


« ſervants and the hand-maids, whom 


« they had let go free, to return, and 
e brought them into ſubjection for ſervants 


e and for hand-maids. Therefore the 


word 
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* word of the Lord came to Jeremiah 
ce from the Lord, ſaying, Thus faith the 
Lord, the God of Iſrael, I made a covenant 
e with your fathers, in the day that I 
« brought them forth out of the land of 
« Egypt, out of the houſe of bondmen, 
« ſaying, At the end of ſeven years, let ye 
te go every man his brother, an Hebrew 
* which hath been fold unto thee; and 
e when he hath ſerved thee ſix years, 
© thou ſhalt let him go free from thee: 
but your fathers hearkened not unto 
* me, neither inclined their ear. And 
*ye were now turned, and had done 
„right in my fight, in proclaiming li- 
e berty every man to his neighbour, and 
* ye had made a covenant before me in 
the houſe which is called by my name. 
* But ye turned, and polluted my name, 
e and cauſed every man his ſervant, and 
| *every man his hand-maid, whom he 
had ſet at liberty at their pleaſure, to 
return, and brought them into ſubjec- 
* tion, to be unto you for ſervants and 
for hand-maids. Therefore thus ſaid 
| © the Lord, Ye have not hearkened unto 
LVou Tl 3 <« me, 
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« me, in proclaiming liberty every one to 
« his brother, and every man to his 


ce ty for you, ſaith the Lord, to the ſword, 


ce will give the men that have 7ranſgreſſed 
© my covenant, which have not pertormed 
the words of the covenant which they 
© had made before me, when they cut the 


the prieſts, and all the people of the 


© name, tranſgreſſing his covenant, and 


te neighbour: behold, I proclaim a liber- 


te to the peſtilence, and to the famine, 
ce and I will make you to be removed into 
ce all the kingdoms of the earth. And ! 


« calf in twain, and paſſed between the parts 
ce thereof, The princes of Judah, and the 
& princes of Jeruſalem, the eunuchs, and 


c land, which paſſed between the parts of the 
« calf; J will even give them into the 
* hand of their enemies, and into the hand 

cc of them that ſeek their life; and their 
ce dead bodies ſhall be for meat unto the 
cc fowls of the Heaven, and to the beaſts 
of the earth.” * Now the expreſſions 
here employed, of * polluting God's 


„not 


'# Jer. xxxiv. 820, 
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ce not performing it,“ and the threatened 
puniſhment of this violation, © their dead 
ce bodies ſhall be for meat unto the fowls 
ce of the Heaven, and to the beaſts of the 
ce earth, explain to us in ſome meaſure, 
the meaning of thoſe ſolemn ceremonies 
. with which covenants were executed. 
And here ſurely it is not unlawful to em- 
ploy the lights which are thrown on this 
ſubject, by the practice of the Gentile na- 


tions, and the writings of thoſe who are 11 
ſtiled prophane authors. From them we 1 
learn, that on ſuch occaſions the cuſtom 0 "I 

was, that the contracting party or parties, 4 


having paſſed between the divided limbs „ 1 
| of the ſacrifice, and expreſſed their full aſ- T | 
| {ent to the ſtipulated terms of the agree- 
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ment or covenant, in ſolemn words, i | 
which were pronounced with an audible 1 
voice, imprecated upon themſelves a bitter | 
curſe, if they ever ſhould violate it. A8 -W 


| © I ſtrike down this heifer, or ram, ſo may : q 
| © God ſtrike me with death, if I tranſgreſs 
| © my word and oath.” As the limbs of 
| © this animal are divided aſunder, ſo may 
| © my body be torn in pieces, If I prove 
. « perfidious.”; 
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« perfidious.” Permit me to preſent one 


inſtance of many, from the two illuſtri- 
ous nations alluded to. The Greeks and 


the Trojans, according to Homer, having 
agreed to determine the great quarrel be- 
tween them, by the iſſue of a ſingle com- 
bat between the two rivals Menelaus and 
Paris, the terms being ſolemnly adjuſted 
and conſented to on both ſides, the rati- 
fication of the covenant 1s thus deſcribed, 


Thad, lib. III. 268.* „The Grecian 


Prince drew the ſacred knife, cut off a 


lock 


* Tt may perhaps be amuſing to the reader, to compare 


the ſimplicity of a literal proſe tranſlation, with the po- 
etical elegance and ſpirit of the Engliſh Homer. I he 


paſſage follows: 
On either ſide a ſacred herald ſtands, 


The wine they mix, and on each monarch's hands 


Pour the full urn; then draws the Grecian Lord 
His cutlaſs ſheath'd beſide his pond'rous ſword ; 
From the ſigned victims crops the curling hair, 
The heralds part it, and the princes ſhare ; 
Then loudly thus beſore the attentive bands, 
He calls the Gods, and ſpreads his lifted hands, 


cc O firſt and greateſt Pow'r 1 whom all obey, 
Who high on Ida's holy mountain ſway, 


« Eternal 
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lock of wool from each of the heads of 
the devoted lambs, which being diſtri- 
buted among the princes of the con- 
tending parties, he thus, with hands 
lifted up, and in a loud voice prayed; 
eO Father Jove, moſt glorious, moſt 
« mighty: O ſun, who ſeeſt and heareſt 


« Eternal Jove ! and you bright orb that roll 

« From eaſt to weſt, and view from pole to pole, 
Thou mother earth ! and all ye living floods! 
« Infernal furies, and Tartarean gods, . 
« Who rule the dead, and horrid woes prepare 
& For perjur'd kings, and all who falſely ene | 
« Hear and be witnels. — — — 


& With that the chief the tender victims ſlew, 
And in the duſt their bleeding bodies threw ; 
The vital ſpirit iſſued at the wound, 
And left the members quiv'ring on the ground. 
From the ſame urn they drink the mingled wine, 
And add libations to the Pow'rs divine; 
While thus their pray'rs united mount the ſky; 3 
Hear, mighty Jove! and hear, ye Gods on high! 
And may their blood, who firſt the league confound, 
„Shed like this wine, diſtain the thirſty ground; 
May all their conſorts ſerve promiſcuous luſt, 
„And all their race be fcatter'd as the duſt !”* 


Por k's Iliad, III. 376. 
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e every thing: ye rivers, thou earth, and 
* ye powers who in the regions below 
* puniſh the falſe and perjured, be ye 
_ © witneſſes, and preſerve this covenant 
te unviolated ;” then, having repeated the 
words of the covenant in the audience of 
all, he cleft aſunder the heads of the con- 
ſecrated lambs, placed their palpitating 
limbs oppoſite to each other on the ground, 
poured ſacred wine upon them, and again 
prayed, or rather imprecated: © O Jupiter 
- « Almighty, moſt glorious, and ye other 
5 1mmortals | Whoever ſhall farſt tranſgreſs 
„ his ſolemn oath, may his brains and 
ce thoſe of his children, flow upon the 
« ground like this wine, and let his wife 
ce be divided from him and given to ano- 
ether.“ — Thus when it was agreed to 
ſettle the conteſt for empire between Rome 
and Alba by the combat of three youths, 
brothers, on either ſide; after the inter- 
poſition of ceremonies ſimilar to thoſe 
which have been deſcribed, the Roman 
Prieſt who preſided, addreſſed a prayer to 
Heaven to this effect, © Hear Father Ju- 
ce piter, hear Prince of Alba, and ye whole 
« Alban 
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ce Alban nation. Whatever has been read 
te from that waxen tablet, from firſt to 
« laſt, according to the plain meaning of 
ce the words, without any reſervation 
« whatever, the Roman people engages to 
* ſtand to, and will not be the firſt to vio- 
« late, If with a fraudulent intention, 
te and by an act of the ſtate, they ſhall firſt 
* tranſgreſs, that very day, O Jupiter, 
ce ſtrike the Roman people, as I to-day 
&« ſhall ſtrike this hog, and ſo much the 
* more heavily, as you are more mighty 
* and more powerful than me.” And 
having thus ſpoken, with a ſharp flint, he 
daſhed out the brains of the animal. 


 Trvs in the three moſt diſtinguiſhed na- 
tions that ever exiſted, we find the origin of 
their greatneſs, in ſimilar ceremonies ; em- 
pire founded in religion, and good faith ſe- 
cured by the ſanction of ſolemn ſacred rights. 
And is it not pleaſing to find the living and 
true God, as in reſpect of majeſty and dignity, 
ſo in priority of time, taking the lead in 
all that is great and venerable among men? 
We find Moſes, the prince of ſacred wri- 

＋ 4 ters, 
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ters, deſcribing a religious ſacrifice per- q 
formed by Abram one thouſand nine hun- h 

dred and thirteen years before Chriſt, * 


which the prince of heathen poets fo ex- | o 
actly deſcribes as the practice of his own ſe 
country upwards of one thouſand years I h 
later; and which the great Roman Hiſto- | <« 
rian relates as in uſe among his country- | e 
men, in the time of Tullus Hoſtilius, the 1 <« 
third king of Rome, before Chriſt about ſix 1 1 


hundred and ſixty-eight years. CE RE 
Tur circumſtances of this intereſting cc 


tranſaction, have led me much farther in 
than I intended; I now return to take up fa 
J the thread of the narration. Abram hav- |Þ « 
= ing returned from the ſlaughter of the az 
| kings; having achieved the deliverance ö th 


| of Lot his brother's ſon from captivity; / tic 

having paid tithes to Melchizedec, the th 
type and repreſentative of the Great High : 1cc 
' Prieſt over the houſhold of God, perhaps ö of 
| the Son of God himſelf, thus early exhi- Þ 

1 bited in human nature to the world; 

| having received the bleſſing from him, and 

| bidden him farewel, retires again to the 

38 quiet- 

. 
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quietneſs and privacy of domeſtic life, 
humbly confiding in the divine protection, 
and patiently waiting the accompliſhment 
of the promiſes. The man who habitually 
ſeeks God, is readily and happily found of — 0 
him. After theſe things the word of HY 
ce the Lord came unto Abram in a viſion, I 
*« ſaying, fear not, Abram: I am thy : 
« ſhield, and thy exceeding great reward. Ex 4 
The din of war, and the gratulations of 
victory, theſe tranſitory and perturbed oc- 
cupations and comforts being over, inter- 24008 
| courſe with Heaven recommences and 1 i 
| improves: the ſhll ſmall voice of divine 1 'N 
| favour is again heard. © Fear not, Jam 11.20 
| © thy ſhield.” Abram was become the _ 4480 
dread of one confederacy of princes, and 5 F 
the envy of another ; both of them ſitua- 
tions full of danger; but his ſecurity is 
the protection of the Almighty. He 
ſcorned to be made rich by the generoſity 
of the king of Sodom; and his magnani- 55 
mity and diſintereſtedneſs are recompenſed 
by the bounty of the great Lord of all; 


— ary —_ . 
. . INE TTY Aa IL ELIE 


8 . 
ao 67 9 P 
, *. 
——— — = fi ” k 
= mes b ——— —⅛ — ZU . . — — — 
2 a ow.) wh $4.4 7 we * 4 * 7 a > 
In - —— 


r 
hy —— — —  onlt V 


8 - 12 


» * 
—— x —— te > — —_ = 


—— . 2 
r fee gth un 7 r e — 
— — 0 PE, ob oe Tee RG IS or tt A ATT 


* Gen. XV. 1. 


* 
r E 

po e EI Ft Re REY 
T r 


298 


<« am thy exceeding great reward.” Why 
ſhould we curiouſly inquire after the na- 
ture of the heavenly viſion, and aſk in 
what manner the word of the Lord came 


unto kim? Know we not the ſecret, the 


inexplicable, the irreſiſtible power which 


God poſſeſſes, and exerciſes over the bodies, 
and over the minds of men? Know we 


not what it is to bluſh for our follies, 
though no eye behold us; to tremble un- 
der the threatenings of a guilty conſci- 
ence, though no avenger be purſuing : 
and to enjoy ſerenity and peace, in the 
midſt of confuſion and tempeſt ? Whence 
is this, but from the word of the Lord 


within us, conſtraining or encouraging us 
to hear ? - 


Tuls renewed declaration of the divine 
favour, draws from Abram a dutiful, yet 
pathetic expoſtulation, on the condition 


of his family and affairs; in which the 


_ impatience and fretfulneſs of the man, 
mingle with the ſubmiſſion and reſignation 


of the believer. He was grown rich and 


reſpected ; he had been victorious over 


his 


HISTORY OF ABRAM, [LECT. XIII, 


LE 


| 
C 
3 
1 


2 


— 5 — — — 2 


MM, — 


LECT, XIII.] HISTORY OF ABRAM. 


his enemies, and become a bleſſing to his 
friends; but he is ſinking into the vale 
of years, and his great poſſeſſions are ready 
to deſcend to a ſtranger, Eliezer of Da- 
maſcus, the ſteward of his houthold. Is 


it any wonder to ſee a proud, unmortified 


Haman diffatisfied, though baſking in 
the ſunſhine of royal favour, becauſe one 
Mordecat fits in the king's gate, when a 
pious Abram feels uneaſy in the enjoy- 
ment of all this world could beſtow, be- 
cauſe one thing was withheld ?_ Alas, 
what condition of humanity is exempted, 
for any length of time together, from 


ſorrow and vexation of ſpirit? How 
much of the affliction of the remainder of 


Abram's life, aroſe from the poſſeſſion of 
that bleſſing, which. he now coveted ſo 
earneſtly! But ſurely we ſhould do but 
flender juſtice to the holy man, in ſuppoſ- 


ing that the ſentiments which he expreſl- 


ed upon this occaſion, were merely the 


effect of a natural defire of having chil- 


dren, of his own body, to whom his large 
poſſeſſions might deſcend. 1 he man who 


rejoiced in the proſpect of the Saviour's 
day; 
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day; the man who was ready at God's 


command, to offer up Iſaac in ſacrifice; 
the man who had given up every thing 


nature holds dear, when duty called him 


to it; and who took the ſimple promiſe of 
God, as a full indemnification; ſuch a 


man muſt in charity, be preſumed to en- 
tertain the moſt liberal and difintereſted 


views, in thus ardently deſiring a fon. 


We hear of no diſapprobation expreſſed 
againſt his ardour and impatience; on the 


contrary, it procures from God a more 
diſtinct and deciſive promiſe of the ſpeedy 


accompliſhment of his withes, © and be- 
« hold, the word of the Lord came unto 


« him, ſaying, this ſhall not be thine heir; 
« but he that ſhall come forth out of 


cc thine own bowels ſhall be thine heir.” * 
The time, though not the manner, of the 
viſion is fully conveyed to us: it was 


early in the morning, while it was yet 


dark, for © he brought him forth abroad, 
e and ſaid, look now toward Heaven, and 


ce tell the ſtars, if thou be able to number 
: ee them. 


* Gen, XV. 4. 
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« them. And he ſaid unto him, ſo ſhall 


ce thy ſeed be.“ * Scripture alluſions to 


natural objects, are adapted to the ordi- 
nary conceptions of mankind. The ſun 
is repreſented as riſing, and ſetting, and 
moving round the earth; and the ſtars 
are repreſented as innumerable, becauſe 
this is apparently the caſe, and juſtified by 
the ideas and language of all nations, 


though the fact be philoſophically other- 


wiſe. Surely the truth of God, in his 


promiſe to Abram, is little affected by the 
aſtronomical arrangement of the heavenly 
bodies, which latter ages have deviſed, and 


whereby the number of thoſe glorious lu- 


minaries is determined to a greater de- 
gree of accuracy. 


of, is, that his poſterity ſhould be both 
numerous and illuſtrious beyond all con- 
ception. And, if I may be permitted to 
hazard a conjecture, and to anticipate an 
obſervation on this ſubje&t; the error of 


David, many ages afterwards, in inſiſting. 


On 


Gen. xv. 5. 


What the promiſe 
means to give the good man full aſſurance 
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on having the people numbered in his 
reign, which was one of the molt proſ- 
perous periods of the Iſraelitiſn hiſtory, 


conſiſted in his attempting to determine, 
what God would have left undetermined, 


It being an object of much greater impor- 
tance to a wiſe and good prince, to ſee 
his ſubjects thriving, numerous, and hap- 
py, than to know the exact number over 
which he reigns ; juſt as it is much more 
delightful and beneficial to a man, to 
_ contemplate the beautiful ſeeming irregu- 


larity of the ſtary heavens, to loſe our- 


ſelves, as it were, in their glory and im- 


menſity, and to enjoy their benign influ- 
ences, than to fix with the utmoſt ex- 
actneſs and preciſion, their number, mo- 


tions, and diſtances. Accordingly, we 


find, that in the days of Solomon the Son 


of David, When Jewiſh ſplendour and po- 


pulouſneſs were at their zenith, no at- 


tempt was made to diſcover the number 
of the people; but in conformity to the 
obvious intention of God, in the paſſage 
now under review, that matter was for 

ever 


LI 


| 14 
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ever left, in a ſtate of glorious uncer- 0. 
5 ee 


ABRAM 's doubts are now entirely re- | 
moved; © he believed in the Lord; ana 
« he counted it to him for righteouſneſs,” * 1 
As God rewards the faithful, not by | 
halves, not ſparingly, nor grudgingly ; ſo bi 
all true believers, like faithful Abram, | l | 
honour God by an entire and unlimited 
confidence; and believe not only in hope f 
but againſt hope, The Patriarch thus in- = 
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dulged and encouraged, preſumes ſtill far- 1 | 


ther on the divine goodneſs, to entreat ah. 
ſome preſent token of the truth and cer- = 
tainty of the promiſes made to him. e 
And he ſaid, Lord God, whereby ſhall 1 
I know that I ſhall inherit it.“ F Both os 
from what goes before and follows, we 194 
muſt conclude, that this was not a requeſt 15 
of diffidence, but of deſire and love. We 
neither deſire nor exact from our friends 
formal obligations to ſhew us kindneſs; 
this would imply a doubt of their attach- 
ment; 
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ment; but we dearly love to bear about * 
us the tokens of their affection. In like b 
manner Abram aſked for a ſign, not that = 
he ſuſpected any thing ; but becauſe he = 
loved much. It was taken, as it was 1 0 
meant; and friendſhip was ſtrengthened p 
by the requeſt and the grant of it.— The n 


covenant which enſued, and the ceremo- a 
nies by which it was ratified, have already tb 
been conſidered. But ſome farther cir= MW a 
cumſtances here recorded, well deſerve our w 
notice. The order for the ſacrifice was E 
given early in the morning. The former o 


part of the day was employed in prepar- 
ing it; and we may ſuppoſe all things 


ready by noon. Abram has done what E th 
was incumbent upon him; but the great ot 
God is not limited to ſeaſons or forms; B 
Abram muſt therefore wait and watch— 1 
wait till God condeſcends to appear 5 
watch, that his ſacrifice be not plundered 1 
or polluted. At length, about the going bo 
down of the ſun, the approach of Deity th 
is felt. And when the ſun was going MM © 


« down, a deep ſleep fell upon Abram: " ö 
* and lo, an horror of great darkneſs fell 1 
upon 
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upon him.” * How inſupportable muſt 
be the viſitations of God's anger ! I trem- 
ble while I ſpeak, if the viſions of his 
mercy and love are ſo awful and tremen- 
dous! While he was in this extacy, the 
principal events that ſhould affect his fa- 
mily for the ſpace of four hundred years, 
are revealed to him; and the iſſue is to 
be, at the end of that period, the quiet 
and certain poſſeſſion of the very land 
which he then inhabited; even from the 
| Nile to the Euphrates. But we treſpaſs 
b on yu patience too long. 


ler us; in concluſion, raiſe our 
thoughts to a new covenant, eſtabliſhed 
| on better promiſes; to a ſacrifice whoſe 
ce blood cleanſeth from all ſfin;” © to a 
© new and hving way conſcerites into the 
© holieſt of all, through the veil, the Re- 
« deemer's fleth.” Let us look to that 
body which was broken upon the croſs, 
the atonement for tranſgreſſion; to that 

© inheritance which is incor ruptible, un- 
* defiled, and that fadeth not away; 
Vor. I. U” | that 


* Gen. xv. 12. 
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that kingdom which cannot be moved,” 
that government and peace, of © which 
te there ſhall be no end;“ to that great 
© multitude which no man can number, 


© of all nations and kindreds and people 


te and tongues, which ſtand before the 
ce throne and before the lamb, clothed in 
ce white robes, and palms in their hands ;” 
to that day, when © they that be wiſe 


* ſhall ſhine as the brightneſs of the fir- 


« mament, and they that turn many to 
ce righteouſneſs, as the ſtars for ever and 


* ever.” 


: ol every diſcovery of God a mixture 
of light and darkneſs, a furnace that 
ce ſmoketh, a lamp that burneth,” a pillar 


ce of cloud, a pillar of fire?” Let us re- 
Joice and walk, and live in that light ; let 


us revere, adore, and preſerve an humble 
diſtance from that darkneſs. Are the vi- 
fits of God's wrath intolerable to the 
wicked; and the approaches of his graci- 


ous preſence, awful even to the good ? 
Let us, then, think of drawing nigh to 
| | him, 
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him, only through the Son of his love, 1 in 
whom he is ever well pleaſed. 


Is the covenant, on God's part © or- 
* dered in all things and ſure?” Are all 
« the promiſes” in Chriſt © yea and amen?” 
Is the © glory” they propoſe and enſure, 
« yet to be revealed ?” ge not faithleſs, 
te but believing ;” © caſt all your care 
e upon him, for he careth for you.” 
No we ſee through a glaſs darkly ; but 
«* then face to face: now I know in part; 
* but then I ſhall know even as alſo I am 
« known,” He who cometh will come 
e and will not tarry.” © The grace of 


* our Lord Jeſus be with your ſpirits,” 
Amen. 
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HE THAT BELIEVETH SHALL NOT MAKE HASTE, 


THE ways of Providence, and the 
workings of the human mind do not | 
always keep pace one with another. In; = N 
the purſuit of their ends, men are at one FRM. 
time careleſs and indolent, at another, e 
over eager and haſty- but God is ever ad- | 
vancing towards his, with a ttcady, pro- Wy \ 
greſſive, majeſtic pace. When we get 1 
ſight of a favourite object, we graſp at it 0 
through poſſibility and impoſſibility; we | 
hurry on to poſſeſſion, too little ſcrupulous 
about the means: to God all things are 
poſſible; and * he is the rock, his work is 
| U 3 in perfect; 1 Wi" 18 
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te perfect, for all his ways are judgment: 
ce a God of truth and without iniquity; 
e juſt and right is he.” Men ignorantly 
and weakly judge of their Maker by them- 
ſelves, and fooliſhly attempt to regulate 
the Divine procedure by their own pre- 
conceived opinions of it: Behold I 
ce thought,” ſaid Naaman the Syrian,“ he 
* will ſurely come out to me, and ſtand, 
© and call upon the name of the Lord his 
cc God, and ſtrike his hand over the place, 
* and recover the leper;” but God had 
ſaid, © go and waſh in Jordan ſeven times 
and thou ſhalt be clean.“ It is rare 

to find a faith which ſteadily, cheerfully, 
and conſtantly walks hand in hand with 
the purpoſe and promiſe of Heaven.—We 
either © ſtagger at the promiſe, through 
ce unbelief; or impatiently ſtrive to bring 
forward the accompliſhment by indirect 
— 


| When we look into hiſtory, how un- 

like do events appear from the form into 

which they were previouſly ſhaped by the 
fond expectations of the perſons concern- 
- ed? 
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ed? The Jews in the perſon of Meſſiah, 
looked for a Prince who ſhould revive the 
faded ſplendour of David's throne ; but 

the Meſſiah whom God raiſed up, eſta- 
bliſhed a kingdom “of righteouſneſs and 
« peace, and joy in the Holy Ghoſt.” The 
diſciples are dreaming of fitting at their 
maſter's right and left hand, when © the 
« kingdom ſhould be reſtored to Iſrael ;” 
he is ſending them forth to“ ſuffer ſhame 
* for his name. 


Tur ſentiment of the Prophet, which 
I have now read, as the foundation of 
another Lecture on the hiſtory of Abram, 
is juſt and ſtriking. © He that believeth 
» ſhall not make haſte.” Faith neither 
lags behind, nor ſtrives to outrun, the 
word of God. Thus faith the Lord, 
is its rule and meaſure; it endures, waits, 
proceeds, acts, refrains, as © ſeeing him 
«* whois inviſible.” But in the moſt com- 
poſed, firmeſt, and faithfulleſt of believers, 
we find the frailties and infirmities of the 
man frequently predominant; and a ſligh- 
ter temptation ſometimes prevailing, after 
Us more 
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more ſevere and difficult trials have been 
withſtood and overcome. Nothing can 


exceed the ſolemnity with which God ra- 
tified his covenant with Abram, as record- 
ed in the fifteenth chapter of Geneſis. 
Under the ſanction of the moſt awful forms 
and ceremonies, a ſon is promiſed, the fu- 


ture father of a numerous offspring; and 


an inheritance is allotted to that choſen 
ſeed, by him who has all things in heaven 


and in earth at his diſpoſal. Abram takes 
the word of God as a full ſecurity : be- 
lieves and rejoices. He had now dwelt ten 
: years in Canaan ; and notwithſtanding his 
advanced period of life, we find him diſ- 
covering nothing like eagerneſs or impa- 


tience ; he * believed” and therefore did 


not make © haſte.” But though he was 


not the firſt to deviſe an undue and intem- 


perate method of arriving at the accom- 
pliſhment of the promiſe, we find him 
ready enough to adopt one of this nature 
when it was ſuggeſted to him. 


Ir was now put beyond a doubt that 


Abram ſhould become a father, but it has 


not 
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not yet been declared explicitly that Sara 


ſhall be a mother. With the anxiety na- 


tural to women in her circumſtances, 
however, we may ſuppoſe her to hope till 


ſhe could hope no longer. At length, her 


feelings as a wife give way to her concern 
about her huſband's glory and happineſs; 
and ſhe conſents to Abram's having chil- 


dren by another, rather than that he ſhould 


not have children at all. Projects formed 


and executed in haſte, are generally re- 
pented of at leiſure; and when we fly in 
the face either of nature or of religion, we 


ſhall ſpeedily and infallibly find both the 


one and the other much too powerful for 
us. Sarai's was a lot to be envied by moſt 
women beautiful and beloved even to 


old age; miſtreſs of an ample fortune, and 


a numerous train of domeſtics; the wife 


of a prince, and what is much more, of 
an amiable and excellent man. But the 


glory and joy of all theſe flattering cir- 
cumſtances were marred and diminiſhed 
by one perverſe accident, © ſhe bare Abram 


«© no children,” Not blindly and capri- 
ciouſly, but in wiſdom and in righte- 
ouſneſs, 
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ouſneſs, the great God apportions to the 


ſons of men good and evil in this life; 


that none may be exalted above meaſure, 


and that none may ſink into dejection and 


deſpair. During Abram's ſojourn in Egypt, 
Pharaoh, ſmitten with Sarars beauty, had 


made his court to her, on the preſumption 


of her being a fingle woman, by the uſual 


modes of attention, and preſents nume- 


rous and coſtly, ſuitable to his rank 
and the manners of the times ; © ſheep, 


© oxen, he-aſles, men-ſervants, aid. ſer- 


* wants, ſhe-afſes, and camels.” Of the 
female ſervants probably beſtowed upon 
that occaſion, one 1s now brought par- 
ticularly into view, and occupies a conſpi- 
cuous place henceforward in this hiſtory. 
The deception attempted by Abram, in 
making his wife paſs for a ſiſter, is very 
little to his credit; and his accepting pre- 
ſents from Pharoah, circumſtanced as he 
was and knowing what he did, was far 


from being an honourable proceeding ; 


indeed no good could be expected to come 
of it; and though God did not at the time, 


reproach him for his conduct by a verbal 
8 
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reproof, he is now preparing by his righ- nn 
teous Providence, to make him feel that _—_ 1 
he had acted wrong. Thus, the monu- 10 
ments of our faults become the inſtru- 11.0 
ments of our puniſhment. — Sarai pro- wa 


poſes to her huſband to aſſume this Egyp- = 
tian hand-maid, Hagar, as a ſecondary, 
or inferior wife; in hope of building up 
a family by her, and thus of making the | 
promiſe to take effect. Unnatural as this | 
may appear, it is far from being without 
a parallel. The truth is, it is very natu- 
ral, and very common, to try to get rid of 
a preſent preſſure, though with the hazard 
of ſubjecting ourſelves to an heavier bur- 
then. Every thing was wrong here. A 
ſnameful diſtruſt of God; an attempt to 
introduce a foreign, and perhaps an idola- 
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trous, mother into the family of Abram; 8 TIN 
a moſt unwiſe and inconſiderate tamper- j | 
ing with her huſband's affection ; a foun- _ 1 | 
dation laid of probable, if not of certain | i 
domeſtic jealouſies and quarrels ; evil done . | | if 
in vain expeCtation that good may come 11.14 
of it. Abram complies with the ſuggeſ- JI 
tion of his wife, and Hagar conceives. It 1 |} 
requires = f lf | 
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requires not the gift of prophecy to fore- 
ſee the conſequence. Hagar becomes 
vain and inſolent, and Sarai is thoroughly 
mortified. The hand-maid now conſiders 
herſelf as her miſtreſs's equal, if not her 
fuperior ; ſhe views Abram's vaſt poſſeſ- 
fions, and vaſter proſpects, as entailed on 
her poſterity, Little and wicked minds 
are ſoon elevated, and as eaſily depreſſed. 
| — The whole of Sarai's behaviour, is that 
of a peeviſh, unreaſonable, diſappointed 
woman. The wiſe ſcheme was of her own 
contriving; and now that ſhe feels the 
effect of her impetuoſity and raſhneſs, ſhe 
turns the edge of her reſentment againſt 
her innocent huſband, And Sarai ſaid 
te unto Abram, My wrong be upon thee : 
te J have given my maid into thy boſom, 
t and when ſhe ſaw that ſhe had conceiv- 
* ed, I was deſpiſed in her eyes: the Lord 
te judge between me and thee.” * How 
weak, wicked, and abſurd is all this! Had 
the good man formed a deliberate deſign 
of injuring and inſulting her, ſhe could 
| not 


* Gen. xvi. 5. 
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17 
not have employed harſher language 9 | | 
and yet whatever evil has been committed, 10 ! 


was her own deviſing. But the language 
of paſſion is ever contradictory and incon- 
ſiſtent. © My wrong be upon thee.” | 
Why ſhouldit ? * My folly recoils upon "nl 
& myſelf, would have been the language 
of truth and juſtice. She dares not, even 
in her rage, accuſe Abram of incontinency, 1 
but reluctantly diſcerns and acknowledges 
her own raſhneſs: © I have given my 
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« maid into thy boſom, and when ſhe ſaw | | 
e that ſhe had conceived, I was deſpiſed i in 1 
< her eyes. —The tide of anger, ſays not 0 1M | 
it is enough, knows not where to ſtop : wu 
«© The Lord judge between me and thee.” 4: | 
Who would not conclude, from an appeal 1870 
ſo ſolemn, that ſhe has the better caule ? T0 
And yet, ſhe 1s appealing to God 1n a caſe if | 
where ſhe was clearly, conſciouſly in the _ | 
wrong, I like not halty references to i | | 
Heaven, A truly ſerious ſpirit will re- — | It 
flect twice before it interpoſes the name of 1144] 
God on any occaſion, and ſhudder at the + i 
thought of emyloying it upon a falſe or 4 | 
frivolous one; an angry ſpirit ſticks at 1 
nothing. 1 
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nothing, For this reaſon, I will ſooner _ 


believe a plain, unprofeſſing man, on his 
ſimple word, than ten thouſand common 


ſwearers, under the ſanction of as many 


oaths. 


SEE into what diſorder, one ill adviſed © 


meaſure has thrown a happy, well-regu- 
lated family. Abram's ill-judged compli- 


ance with the precipitate advice of his 


wife, has embroiled him in contention 


with herſelf; it conſtrains him to connive 


at her cruel treatment of an unhappy 


woman, who is at leaſt to be pitied as 
much as blamed; and renders the pro- 
ſpect of the promiſed ſeed a heavy afflic- 
tion, inſtead of a bleſſing, Sarai is be- 


trayed by the eagerneſs of her ſpirit, firſt 
into an abſurdity; then into unkindneſs 
and undutifulneſs towards her lord; then 

Into profanity and impiety towards God ; 


then by an eaſy tranſition, into barbarity 


towards a wretched ſlave, who was entire- 
ly at her mercy, who had been brought, 


without any high degree of criminality, 


into a condition which claims compaſſion 


and 


LECT. xiv.] HISTORY OF ABRAM. 319 


and attention from all; brought into it 
by herſelf too; and this to the endan- 


gering, for aught ſhe knew, of all the | | i 
hopes of her huſband's family, and the $1.0 
greater intereſts of the human race. Ha- "il if 
gar, hapleſs wretch ! an object of commi- 7 
ſeration throughout: led, perhaps reluct- 4 
antly, to her maſter's bed, elevated to a 419 
tranſient gleam of hope, exulting in the 4 ll 
proſperity of a moment, hurried inſtantly | | 1 
back, by all the ſeverities which jealouſy 1.008 
can inflict, into the horrors of ſlavery, UN 
and driven from viſtonary proſpects of | | | | 
bliſs, into ſcenes of real diſtreis; ready to 11.1 
periſh with the innocent unborn fruit of — | 
her womb, in the wilderneſs, by famine, 1 
or the jaws of ſome ravenous beaſt; for | io 
ce when Sarai dealt hardly with her, ſhe . 
e fled from her face.” In what deep and | 1 
accumulated wo, I ſay, may one in on 


ſiderate ſtep involve the children of men! 
And if good and well-intentioned people 
ſuffer thus ſeverely from one act of raſh- 
neſs and imprudence, who but muſt trem- 1 
ble to think of the fearful conſequence 2 
of deliberate wickedneſs? A thouſand 
. volumes 
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volumes written againſt polygamy, could 

| not lead to a clearer, fuller concluſion, 

againſt that practice, than the ſtory under 
review. LO int He 


Mark now, how ſeaſonably and ſuit- MW | 
ably God interpoſes to rectify all this diſ- 
order. When we have weaned ourſ lves 
with our own devices, and ſnared our- t 
ſelves in the works of our own hands, E -1 
Providence takes up the caſe, ſubdues it 3 
to its own wiſe and gracious purpoſes, and 7 
turns evil into good. Hagar flies from c 
the face of her unkind miſtteſs, but hap- = 
pily for her, ſhe cannot flee from God. = 
The intereſt which Abram now has in T 
her, gives her an intereſt in the peculiar j 
Care and protection of the Almighty. 


Tuts i is the firſt time we read | n Scrip- + 
ture of the appearance of an Angel; and 3 
it was to reprove, exhort, and ſuccour an Bo 


helpleſs afflicted woman: and thus is 
mercy ever more ready to come at the call 
of miſery, than juſtice to purſue the foot- 
ſteps of guilt, From the whole tenor of 
the 
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the hiſtory, we are led to conclude that 


this heavenly viſion, was the uncreated 
Angel, God in the form, and performing 


the office of a © miniſtring ſpirit :” for 


this Angel aſſumes the name and attri- 
| butes of God, ſpeaks of Hagar's preſent 
condition, and future proſpects, with the 


knowledge peculiar to deity; and deſcribes 


the extraordinary future greatneſs of the 


male child with which ſhe was pregnant, 
as his own work. The event demonſtrates 


whoſe the prediction was: and Hagar evi- 
dently conſidered the perſon who ſpake 
{ with her, in this light; for ſhe aſcribes to 
| him the incommunicable name Fehovah, 


and adores him as the omniſcient, omni- 


preſent Gd. And the Angel of the 
* ſeed exceedingly, that it ſhall not be 


© of the Lord ſaid unto her, Behold, thou 
* art with child, and ſhalt bear a ſon, 
e and ſhalt call his name Iſhmael ; be- 
 * cauſe the Lord hath heard thy afflic- 


* hand will be againſt every man, and 
Vol. I. X every 


Lord ſaid unto her, I will multiply thy 


© numbered for multitude. And the Angel 


* tion. And he will be a wild man; his 


—— — . 


- —— A te 


— . — ͤ—2—᷑ ———— — 


— - £ . — 
1 þ i * * * — 
- - —_— — 208 — * 
— — 4, 2 22 
— . . 
. . CES — §— 
— —— — — 


22 


* R TIDE . — . 
— — ——— 


— — 


ad Ws m-. — A 
— 


_ — — A 


. = Lat vt ew: 2 
. 20 tm; 
— — > _—- ** 


322 HISTORY OF ABRAM, [LECT, x1v, 


ce every man's hand againſt him, and he 
<« ſhall dwell in the preſence of all his 
« brethren. And ſhe called the name of 
<« the Lord that ſpake unto her, Thou 
& God ſeeſt me: for ſhe ſaid, Have I 
ec alſo here looked after him that * 
85 me.“ * 


A 6REAT multitude of ſtriking circum- 
ſtances preſs upon us in the careful per- 
uſal of theſe words. Does God condeſcend 
to exerciſe all this care and tenderneſs 
about a perſon fo obſcure, helpleſs, and 
unbefriended as Hagar ; then who 1s be- 


neath his notice, or unimportant in his 
ſight? Are the ſecondary and ſubordi- 


nate deſigns of his Providence of ſuch 
extenſive and permanent conſequence to 


the world? Then, of what infinite and 
eternal weight, is his firſt, great, leading 
object? If an Iſhmael be introduced into 


the world with ſo much pomp and ſo- 


lemnity, what muſt the birth of an Iſaac 
be? And what muſt it be, when God 
bringeth 


Gen. xvi, 10-13, 
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bringeth his own firſt-begotten upon the 
ſcene, whom all the angels are com- 
manded to worſhip? How aſtoniſhingly vn 
awful is that fore-knowledge, which dif- || 
covered before he was born, Ifhmael's | 
character; and that power which prede- 

termined and affected the character and 

ſtate of his poſterity to the lateſt ages, 

while as yet their progenitor was in his 
mother's womb? How are all the defigns 14% 
of the Moſt High, in the courſe of his 4 
adorable Providence, and the execution of = 
them, rendered ſubvervient to one glorious 
purpoſe, which riſes ſuperior to, and ab- 
| forbs all the reſt—the plan of ſalvation 
| by a Redeemer! How wiſely are the 
| children both of the bond-woman and of 
the free, reminded of the lowneſs and 
helpleſineſs of their original! *A Syrian 
ready to periſh was my father,” ſays the 
| one; an Egyptian bond-maid ready to 
periſh was my mother, ſays the other. 
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Wuar a happy circuinſtance it was for 
Hagar to have lived ſo long in Abram's 
| houſe! Liberty in E gypt, had not proved 
= 2 a bleſſing 
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a bleſſing ſo great, as ſlavery in Canaan, 
To be exalted to the dignity of a mother 


to princes! To be introduced to the 


knowledge of the living and true God! 
How different are the appearances of Pro- 


vidence, confidered at the moment, and 


viewed through the medium of reflection 
and experience! Under the impulſe of 
ſorrow or of joy, we cry out, © all theſe 
© things are againſt me,” or © it is good 
e for me to be here; but when the ac- 
count comes to be arranged, after the 


tranſport is over—we find ourſelves ne- 


ceſſitated to transfer many articles to the 


oppoſite pages, and to ſtate that as fa- 


vourable, which once we called adverſe; 
and that a misfortune, which once we ac- 
counted a bleſſing. 


Tur hiſtory informs us of Hagar“ 
fight but leaves us to draw our own con- 
cluſions reſpecting her return. Indeed, 
we may now ſuppoſe all parties to have 
been brought a little to themſelves. The 


ſolitude and dangers of the wilderneſs, 


and the apparition of the Angel, awful, 
though 
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though in mercy, have, of courſe, greatly 
diminiſhed in Hagar's mind the rigour of 
her miſtreſs's treatment, and ſhe is glad 
to return to her former habitation. The 
ſudden diſappearing of her maid ; the juſt 
apprehenſion of the evil which might have 


befallen a deſperate woman in her delicate 


ſituation ; time, ſerious reflection, and re- 
morſe for her cruel and unjuſt behaviour, 


muſt ſurely have humbled the ſpirit, and 
mollified the heart of Sarai, and diſpoſed 
her to receive the returning fugitive, if 


not with marks of external complaiſance, 


| at leaſt with ſecret and ſilent ſatisfaction. 
And Abram, always wiſe, and gentle, and 


good, would now neceſſarily rejoice in the 
reſtored peace of his family; in this freſh 


demonſtration of the divine tenderneſs to- 
wards himſelf and all who belonged to 
him; in the farther enlargement and ex- 
tent of the bleſſing promiſed ; and in the 


proſpect of the final and full accompliſh- 
ment of all that the Lord had ſpoken. 


AccoRDING to the word of the Angel, 
. Hagar 1 in due time bears a ſon to Abram, 
=” in 
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in the eighty-ſixth year of his age, and 
the eleventh after his departure from Ur 
of the Chaldees. To preſerve for ever the 
memory of the divine interpolition, the 
name given to the child by the Angel in the 
wilderneſs, is put upon him by his ptous 
father, to whom, no doubt, Hagar had 
carefully related the whole tranſaction, 
Iſhmael, © God ſhall hear,” becauſe God 
heard, pitied, and relieved her affliction. 
And ſuch was the origin of the father and 
founder of the Arabian nation; a people, 
who in their character and manners, 
through every period of their hiſtory, evince 
from what root they {prung, and verify the 
prediction concerning their Progenitor, 
* he will be a wild map, his hand will be 
ee againſt every man, and every man's hand 
againſt him.“ And hiſtory illuſtrates 
the expreſſion of the Angel, © and he ſhall 
« dwell in the preſenceof all his brethren.” 
For whereas the flavery and ſubjection of 
all other nations make-a conſiderable part 
of their hiſtory, that of the Arabs, is en- 
tirely compoſed of a relation of their con- 
wen, or their e, They are 


at 


we 
8 


5 — Ie Fae rey I * — 2 ” 88 * — — — 4 4 . 
"= EE — — EY ry —— 4 * „ 2 — 7. =, * " > RE Inn — , — — _ = 
3 "i ” ; JIE Eo — ous n , . 3 * D 8 OFT : 2 TVS — — — — — 
. ESE 5. — - — {nas ä ; EXT . 

* p K 4 ar 6 : = 5 — Pls, — — 

a 1 . . a — —— * 5 
. — . . 
% 


—_ 3 2 * 


—— 


— 


? 
| 
. 

$ 

5 

1 
1 

Þ 
1 
1 
1 
i 
14 
F 
F 
i- 
4. 
0 
+ 

* 


2 | 
4 7 
18:1 
bf + 

1 F 
[ R 
8 op 
3 
9 
1 
# 

L 
{*X a 
1 
F 
8: | _ 
S: 
=_ 
1 
* 
= * : 
125 
= 
: 
3 5 
1 
, 4 
1 ; 
we 
7. 
1 o 
. 
4% 
14 
13 
* 

A 4 
14 
13 
a} 
o 
44 
we 
* 
"FE 
ns 
4 7 
bs 
* 

4 

. 

, „ 
41 
i 

'Ta 

* 
4! 

it 

q 

* 
9 
I 
1 
*R 
il 
A 

4 

1 

. 

4 


pe +: on, ” 
" — Ls G war Pra: it 
— — SAT a 
2 — 8 * — - 7 m_ 


LECT, XIV.) BISTORY OF ABRAM, 


at preſent, and have continued through 


the remoteſt ages, during the various and 


ſucceſlive victorious expeditions of Greeks, 
Romans, and Tartars, a ſeparate, a free, 


an independent, and an invincible nation; 
a mighty band of illuſtrious robbers, unit- 


ed among themſelves, and formidable to 
all the world ; inhabiting a vaſt country 


of one thouſand three hundred miles in 


length, and one thouſand two hundred in 


breadth- one region of which, from the 
purity and falubrity of its air, and the 


fertility of its ſoil, is deſervedly denomi- 
nated the happy; it produces the fineſt 


fr uits, ſpices, and perfumes in the world, | 


and 1s remarkable for breeding the moſt 


beautiful and uſeful animals of their kind, 


horſes, camels, and dromedaries. 


Wr haſten to conclude this lecture, by 


adding to the reflections already made, 


this farther one, that we are not to judge 
of the greatneſs and importance of the de- 


ſigns of Providence, by any worldly marks 
of diſtinction and pre-eminence. The 


| poſterity of Iſhmael was much earlier, and 
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has been much longer eſtabliſhed; and ex- 
\_- iſted in a much higher degree of national 
q dignity and conſequence, than the poſterity 
of Iſaac. But in the. line of Iſaac, not 
that of Iſhmael, run the promiſes of life 
and falvation. To Iſaac and not to his 
elder brother, pertained © the adoption, 
© and the glory, and the covenants, and 
< the giving of the law, and the ſervice of 
“God, and the promiſes,” and of him 
* as concerning the fleſh Chriſt came, who 
© is over all, God bleſſed for ever.” The 
things which are highly eſteemed among 
men, are often of no price in the ſight of 
Him, who © hath choſen the fooliſh things 
{ of the world to confound the wiſe, weak 
18 e things to confound the mighty, baſe 
= ce things of the world, and things which 
| Z are deſpiſed, yea and things which are 
8 te not, to bring to nought things which 
1 * are, that no fleſh ſhould glory in his 
l * preſence.” With Iſhmael we have no- 
thing to do, nor with his poſterity : they 
are to us only a wild man and a wild peo- 
| ple, inhabiting ſuch a region of the globe. 
5 hut in Iſaac and the fortunes of his family 
3 We 
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we are deeply intereſted indeed, as the 
Apoſtle Paul writing to the Galatians 
clearly evinceth: and his words, ſhall be 
the evangelical illuſtration of the ſubject. 
« Abraham had two ſons; the one by a 
© bond maid, the other by a free woman, 
ce but he who was of the bond woman was 
cc born after the fleſh ; but he of the free 
* woman, was by promiſe : which things 
are an allegory,” that is, one thing is 
expreſſed, and another hinted at or ſigni- 
fed; © for theſe are the two covenants ; 
« the one from the Mount Sinai, which 
« gendereth to bondage, which is Hagar; | 
for this Hagar is Mount Sinai in Arabia, Wl, 
ce and anſwereth to,” or is in the ſame e | 1 


rank with, Jeruſalem which now is, and 
ce 1s in bondage with her children: But | 
« Jeruſalem which is above is free, which f 
<« 1s the mother of us all. For it is writ- p | 
t ten, rejoice thou barren that beareſt A | 9 
© not; break forth and cry, thou that ſt) 
4 travaileſt not, for the deſolate hath 
cc more children than ſhe which hath an 
e huſband. Now we, brethren, as Iſaac 
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2 _ * 


* was, are the children of promiſe : but 
« ag then, he that was born after the fleſh, 
ce perſecuted him that was born after 
ee the ſpirit, even ſo it is now. Never- 
« theleſs, what ſaith the Scripture? Caſt 
* qut the bond woman and her ſon; for 
ee the ſon of the bond woman ſhall not 
te be heir with the ſon of the free wo- 
© man. So then, brethren, we are chil- 
* dren not of the bond woman, but of 
ee the free. 
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'BenorLD the two prime branches of 
Abram's family, from their birth down 
to this day, ſeparated, ſupported, diſtin- 

guiſned from the reſt of mankind, and 
from each other, a ſtanding proof of the 
power and Providence of God, and a de- 
monſtration of the authenticity of that 
revelation which we acknowledge as di- 
vine, and on which we build all our faith 
and hope. © Behold, the counſel of the 
« Lord ſhall ſtand for ever, and the pur- 
« poſe 


Gal. iv. 2231. 
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* poſe of his heart to a thouſand genera- 
tions.” God grant us wiſdom to under- 
ſtand and do his will, to the glory of his 
great name, and our own eternal ſalvation. 
Amen, 
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LECTURE XV. 


HEBREWS Xlil. 2. 


BE NOT FORGETFUL TO ENTERTAIN STRANGERS 
FOR THEREBY SOME HAVE ENTERTAINED ANGELS | 


UNAWARES, 


expectations, 1t 1s natural for them 
to become negligent about the performance 
of their duties. Irritated or grieved at 
one thing, they grow careleſs in every 


thing; and becauſe another has failed in 


affection or reſpect to us, we ſuffer our- 
ſelves to behave unkindly and diſreſpect- 
fully to others. The effect which mor- 
tification, diſappointment, or injuries, have 


upon truly good minds, is, however, the 


reverſe of this; ; the vexation or diſtreſs 


they 


WHEN men are diſappointed in their 
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they themſelves have endured, 1s the 
ſtrongeſt of incentives to prevent as far as 
they are able, ſimilar occaſion of affliction 

to their brethren of mankind. 


Mex ſtand continually in need of each 
other, and therefore every man 1s bound 


to give his countenance, to ſhew kindneſs, 


and to grant ſupport, to every man. We 
cannot move a fingle ſtep through the 


world, without being brought into con- 


nection with ſtrangers, and of courſe, 
without having opportunities afforded us 


of doing or receiving ſome inſtance of hoſ- 


pitality. To be careleſs or unkind in this 


_ reſpect, then, is to be at once unwiſe, in- 


human, and unjuſt. Chriſtianity has taken 
into its ſervice, every valuable and wor- 


thy principle of our nature, and calls the 
whole catalogue of human virtues its own, 


As we are continually reminded, in the 
courſe of Providence, of our being pilgrims 


and ſtrangers upon earth, ſo we are ſtrictly 
and repeatedly enjoined by the laws of the 


Goſpel, to be attentive and kind to ſtran- 
gers. Be given to hoſpitality,” ſays Paul. 
| cc Uſe 
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« Uſe hoſpitality one fo another without 
te grudging,“ ſays Peter; and in the words 
I have read, the Apoſtle recommends the 
fame duty of humanity, be not forget- 
« ful to entertain ſtrangers,” which he en- 
forces by a motive which every heart muſt 
feel, for thereby ſome have entertained 
ce angels unawares.” It is of this motive, 
and of the hiſtory to which it refers, that 
we are now to diſcourſe. 


AFTER a delay of ten years, the promiſe 


of a ſon is made good to Abram. - But as 


he conſulted not God in the means of ob- 


taining that bleſſing, fo God conſults not 


his views and expectations in the character 
and deſtination of the ſon given to him. 
For it is one thing to be bleſſed and to 
proſper in the gifts of Providence, and 


another, to be bleſſed in the courſe of the 
promiſe, and according to the tenour of 


the covenant. The ſeed which the Moſt 


High ſware that he would raiſe up, was to 
prove an univerſal benefit to mankind; 
but the fon whom Hagar bare was to be 
*« a wild man; whoſe hand ſhould be 


againſt 
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te againſt every man, and every man's 


< hand againſt him:” Abram therefore 


is apparently as far as ever from his favou- 
rite object; and as a farther trial of his 
faith, perhaps to puniſh him for devi- 
ating from the ſtrict line of his duty, 
though with an honeſt intention, thir- 
teen years more are permitted to elapſe, 
and yet no ſymptom of the expected mer- 
Cy appears. 


Ar that period, while the improba- 
bility, in the courſe of nature, was daily 
increaſing, Abram is again viſited with 


the viſions of the Almighty. Our attend- 
ance upon God muſt be conſtant and aſ— 
ſiduous, and it is equally our intereſt and 


our duty to wait upon him; but if he 


makes himſelſ known to us at all, at what- 


ever ſeaſon, in whatever manner, it is in- 


finite grace and condeſcenſion. Jehovah's 


appointed time is now at length come to 
enter on the performance of his own work 


in his own way. The very firſt word 


that proceeds from his lips removes every 


difficulty, though natural obſtacles might 
ſeem 
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ſeem increaſed: I am the Almighty 
God,” * or God all ſufficient ; fear there- 
fore no failure of the covenant on my 
part, for what truth hath ſpoken, that 
ſhall Omnipotence bring to paſs : and ſee 
that there be no unfaithfulneſs on thine, 
« walk before me, and be thou perfect.” 
The former declarations concerning a 
numerous offspring are renewed, and an 


alteration is made in the Patriarch's name, 
importing his relation to a multitude of 
princes and nations who ſhould ſpring 


fromhim. To the eye of naturethe title is 
premature; but faith conſiders that as 
done, which is promiſed. Obſerve Abra- 
ham's poſture, while Gad talks with him; 
ce he fell on his face.” T The preſence 
of the Almighty 1s the loudeſt call to hu- 
mility, and the more any one knows of 
God, the more he muſt fear before him. 
Behold Abraham fallen to the ground, and 


angels covering their faces with their 
wings, and tremble thou, O man, before 


him! 
Vol. I. * Bur 
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Bor the trial of Abraham's faith and 
obedience is not yet over. God has ap- 
peared, not to fulfil the promiſes under the 
firſt covenant, but to enter into a fecond: 
and, inſtead of receiving the long expected 
ſon, he is commanded to perform an un- 
pleaſant and painful operation upon his 
own body, and upon all the males of his 
family. To qualify, however, the bitter- 


neſs of this preſcription, the promiſe be- 


comes more expreſs, and brings the dar- 
ling object cloſer to the eye; 1t 1s now 
declared, that Sarai, whoſe name too was 
changed, as a witneſs and token of the 
event, ſhould bear a ſon, and that next 


year ſhould at length crown all his wiſhes, 
and evince the truth and faithfulneſs of 


God. Abraham acquieſces with gratitude 
and joy, He had believed and truſted God, 


when the event was more obſcure and re- 


mote, and now that it is more diſtinctly 


ſeen, and brought to the very eve. of ac- 


compliſhment, his heart exults with purer 
and more ſenſible delight, This the 
Scripture expreſſes, by ſaying, he fell on 
his face and /aughed; a circumſtance 

| which 
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which Providence inſtantly lays hold of, 
and perpetuates to every future generation 
the memory of Abraham's faith on this 
occaſion — the ſon that ſhould be born, 
ſhall by his name, 1/aac, he ſhall laugb, ex- 
preſs that emotion, which his pious, be- 


lieving father felt, when the will of God 
Abraham laughed 


was revealed to him. 
in faith, and 1s rewarded every time he be- 
holds his ſon, or hears his name pronoun- 


ced, by the approbation of God and his 
own conſcience: Sarah afterwards laugh- 
ed in incredulity, and was as often re- 


proved for her unbelief. 


Wr hear not Abraham enquiring into 
the reaſons or meaning of God's covenant 


of circumcifion ; and we will imitate his 
pious reſerve and ſubmiſſion. 
ſufficient to him, and be it ſo to us, that 
thus God would have it to be. That the 
great Jehovah ſhould have diſtinguiſhed 
the deſcendants of that family from all 


the families of the earth, by this token, 
and continue to the preſent hour, thus to 


diſtinguiſh them, after almoſt every other 
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badge of difference is obliterated and lot ; 

that the poſterity of Abraham ſhould per- 
ſevere in this practice, through a period 


ſo extended, and that no other nation 


fhould ever have adopted it as an eſtabliſh- 


ed rite of their religion, is one of thoſe ap- 


parently unimportant circumſtances which 


are ready to eſcape the haſty eye, but 


which, in connection with other proofs, 


_ eſtabliſh the truth and certainty of the 
Scripture Revelation, and the conſtant 


mterpoſition of divine Providence in the 
affairs of men, beyond the power of con- 
tradiction. Behold then the rite of cir- 


cumciſion is performed; and Abraham 


fits down in the patient expectation of the 
appointed hour of merciful viſitation. 


Ox day, while he was enjoying the 
coolneſs of the ſhade at his tent door, in 
the heat of day, three men, under the ap- 


pearance of travellers, preſented themſelves 
to his view. Theſe were three angels, ſay 
ſome of the Jewiſh Rabbins, and without 
heſitation, they furniſh us with their names 


too, Michael, Gabriel, and Raphael, A few 


of 


HISTORY OF ABRAHAM. [LECT, XV. 


fECT, XV.] HISTORY OF ABRAHAM. 341 


of the Chriſtian Fathers, on the other hand, 
contend, that here was a viſible repreſen- 
tation of the Moſt Holy Trinity, exhibited 
to Abraham as three, addreſſed and acknow- 
ledged by him as one. That ſomething 
more than created excellence was there, 
cannot be doubted, after a careful peruſal 
of what Moſes has related upon this occa- 
ſion. But whether the myſtery of the 
Trinity was thus, and then, revealed to 
the church in the covenant head of it, we 


preſume not to affirm. It is apparent 


that the Patriarch did not, during the for- 
mer part of the interview, comprehend the 
nature and quality of his gueſts, as he nei- 


ther performs the worſhip due to the Moſt 
Holy God, nor preſerves that awful dif- 


tance, which even the preſence of an an- 
gel muſt inſpire; and the Apoſtle, allud- 
ing to him in the text, ſays, he © enter- 
e tained angels anawares, that is, not 


knowing he did ſo. 


Tux ſcene that follows is a beautiful 5 


picture of ancient manners, and wonder 
fully coincides with the cuſtoms of the 
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other nations of remote antiquity, as 


tranſmitted to us by their hiſtorians and 


poets, particularly Homer, that careful 
obſerver, and maſterly painter of nature 
and human life. 


ABRAHAM immediately ſtarts from his 
ſeat with all the agility of youth, at the 
ſight of the ſtrangers; and with all that 
glow of affection which is natural to a 


good man, who had himſelf known the 
heart of a ſtranger, he tenders them every 


accommodation and refreſhment which his 


ſimple habitation could afford. Sweet- 
neſs of temper, eaſineſs of behaviour, and 
kindneſs of diſpoſition, are peculiarly en- 


gaging in old people, becauſe theſe qua- 
lities do not ſo frequently adorn life's de- 


cline. The invitation hoſpitably given, is 


cheerfully accepted. 


Tux kindneſs, which is true polite- 
neſs, attends to the little wiſhes and wants 
of thoſe whom we entertain. Water to 


waſh the feet of the weary traveller is a 


refreſhment, though not ſo neceſſary as a 


morſel 
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morſel of bread to comfort his heart, yet 
in a ſultry climate eſpecially, not leſs grate- 
ful. We remember ſlight attentions after 
we have forgotten great benefits. The 
proud man makes a feaſt to gratify him- 
ſelf: the hoſpitable man, to rivet the 
bonds of friendſhip, or cheriſh the ſoul of 
the ſtranger. What a delightful ſimpli- 
city runs through the whole ſtory | The 
fare, cakes of fine meal, baked upon 
the hearth” by the hands of Sarah herſelf; 
a «© calffrom the herd,” of Abraham's own 
chuſing; butter and milk, the produce of 
their own paſture; their canopy, the ſpread- 
ing branches of an old tree; their atten- 
dants, the man who had in former days 
put kings and their armies to flight; the 
ſubject of their converſation, Abraham's. 
family affairs. Contraſt with this, the 
madneſs of a modern faſhionable entertain- 
ment; the profuſion of far-fetched luxu- 
ry, the emulation of wealth and pride, the 
ingenuity employed in contriving and ad- 
miniſtring incentives to exceſs, the gib- 
beriſh of compliment, the reſtraints of 
ceremony, the tinſel of falſe wit, the noiſe 
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of mirth without joy, to the expulſion of 
truth and nature: a coſtly and painful 
collection, where nothing is wanting, but 
the very things which conſtitute a feaſt, 
plenty of wholeſome fare, unaffected 
friendſhip, moderation, good humour, and 
god ſenſe. 


Wurd we are doing our duty, we are 
in the way of procuring for ourſelves gra- 
tification ; and if there be a virtue which 

is its own reward, hoſpitality is that virtue. 
Abraham now enjoys it to the full. But 
little does he think what a repaſt his di- 
vine gueſt is providing for him in return. 
Sarah, according to the manners of the 
times, had remained inviſible, confining 
herſelf to her own ſeparate tent. The 
Angel now enquires concerning her, on 
| purpoſe to introduce a converſation re- 
ſpecting the object of this viſit; and aſ- 
| ſuming his proper character of Jehovah, 

ſubjoins a direct promiſe, that within the 

courſe of a year from that day, Abraham 
ſhould have a ſon by her. Sarah, whom 
curioſity had drawn towards the door of 

the 
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the tent to liſten, overhears this conver- 
fation, and not knowing the promiſe or 
the power of God, treats it as a thing im- 
poſſible, and laughs, not in joy but in 


deriſion. She is obſerved, detected, and 


reproved of Him who is at once faithful, 
good, and merciful; holy, juſt, and ſevere. 
But why is Abraham called to anſwer for 
the infirmity of his wife? Was it to render 
the reproof more pointed to Sarah? As, 


indeed, what can be ſo galling to an inge- 
nuous mind, as to hear an innocent perſon 


called in queſtion for our fault? The 


criminal now ſtands diſcovered, ſheis drag- 
ged from her lurking place, and ſtands 
abaſhed and confounded, to make her de- 
fence. Ah how dangerous it is, to have 
deviated once from the path of rectitude! 


How one falſe ſtep leads to another, and 


another, and another, till conviction and 


ſhame cloſe the ſcene. The firſt wrong 


ſtep here, was the indulgence of an idle 


curioſity, a dangerous, if not a ſinful prin- 
ciple. People who liſten, generally hope 
or fear to hear ſomething about themſelves, 


and it ſeldom happens that they are en- 


tirely 
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_ tirely gratified with what they hear. The 
next error, was her ſecret diſbelief of a 
' promiſe ſo frequently and fo ſolemnly re- 
peated: this is followed by the - weakneſs 
of thinking to eſcape the notice of one 
who beheld her though unſeen, and could 
read her heart though her perſon was not 
in view ; and finally, deliberate falſhood 
attempts to conceal her preceding faults. 


_  Gop neither overlooxs nor forgets the 


errors of thoſe, towards whom he has 


thoughts of love; and happily the pur- 
poſes of his grace are not to be defeated 
by the frowardneſs and folly of men. 
Sarah, in ſpite of her incredulity, ſhall be- 
come the joyful mother of a ſon, and that 
ſon ſhall be the ſource of bleſſings innu- 
merable, unſpeakable, to mankind. God 
in his holineſs hath ſworn it, and * is 
any think too hard for the Lord?“ The 
| buſineſs of this important viſit being ſet- 
tled, the ſtrangers riſe to depart, and look 
as if they would go towards Sodom; and 
Abraham, not ſatisfied with having per- 
formed one inſtance of hoſpitality, follows 
| it 
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it up to the laſt with kindneſs and atten- 
tion, © he went with them to bring them 
* on the way.” Two of the three, it 
would ſeem, now diſappeared, and Abra- 
ham is left alone with the third, and from 


the converiation that enſues, we have no 1 
room left to doubt that he was the Son | 1 f 
of God, come down to execute the ven- = {| #| 
geance of Heaven upon the ſinful cities 40 
of the plain. And the Lord ſaid, ſhall Wis 
e hide from Abraham that thing which 1 
do; Seeing that Abraham ſhall ſurelß 19 
e become a great and mighty nation, and 14. 
e all the nations of the earth ſhall be i 1 
s bleſſed in him? For I know him, that ii 1 6 
* he will command his children, and his 
cc houſhold after him, and they ſhall keep ; 1 
ce the way of the Lord, to do juſtice and 1 
« judgment; that the Lord may bring - 


« upon Abraham that which he hath 
e ſpoken of him. And the Loxp faid, 
© becauſe the cry of Sodom and Gomor- 
rah is great, and becauſe their fin is 
very grievous ; I will go down now, and 
e ſee whether they have done altogether 

* according to the cry of it, which is 

| ey * come 


* 
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0 come unto me; and if not, I will know. 


“ And the men turned their faces from 
ce thence, and toward Sodom: but Abra- 
ham ſtood yet before the Loxp.“ * 
The ſame perſon deſcends to bleſs Abra- 
ham, and to deſtroy Sodom: thus the 
ſame Goſpel is © a favour of life unto 


« life, and of death unto death, in them 
z « that believe, and in then that periſh ; 555 


and thus ſhall the ſame divine perſon be 


revealed in the end of the world, in © flam- 
e ing fire, taking vengeance on them that 
© know not God, and obey not the Goſ- 


« pel,” and © to be glorified in his Saints 
e and admired in all them that believe.” F 


ABRAHAM having obtained mercy him- 
ſelf, becomes an interceſſor for his ſinful. 
neighbours. The judgments of God are 


very awful to a ſerious mind; fools only 


make a mock at ſin, and its fearful con- 
ſequences. But the whole ſcene is too 
intereſting and inſtructive, to be brought 


forward in the cloſe of a Lecture, eſpeci- 


ally, 


* Gen, xviii, 179-22, + 2 Theſſ. i. 8, 10. 


LE 
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ally, as it is neceſſary before diſmiſſing 
you, to make ſome reflections of a practi- 
cal tendency, from what has been ſpoken. 


ov ſee, my friends, of what mo- 
ment the ſalvation of a loſt world is, in 
the ſight of God. At how many times, 
in how many different manners, did God 
ſpeak of this ſubje& unto the fathers ? 
How many embaſſies of Angels; how 
many appearances of the Mighty Angel 
of the covenant himſelf? As if the great 
God had been carrying on no deſign from 
| the beginning, but one, a deſign of love 
| to guilty fallen men: that one, which of 
all others, guilty fallen men treat with the 
| greateſt ſlight and contempt, What! 
ſhall that purpoſe and plan which occu- 
pied the Eternal Mind from everlaſting ; ; 
to mature and execute which the world 
was created ; which has been declared to 
man by ſo many ſigns in Heaven above, 
and on earth beneath, by the tongues of 
ſo many prophets, by ſo many oracles ; to 
announce which angels and archangels 
have deſcended from their thrones ; and 
| to 
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to accompliſh which, God was made ma- 
nifeſt in the fleſh tabernacled among men, 


and proclaimed the great falvation—ſhall 


it be announced, unfolded, executed in 


vain ? And will thoughtleſs inconſiderate 


creatures, continue to treat it as a thing 


of nought? O when ſhall we cordially 


enter into the views of God our Maker 


and Redeemer, and earneſtly purſue the 
fame object with him—the falvation of 


ourſelves and others! 


God is not ſenſibly preſent with us, as 
he was with Abraham, but he is as really 
| fo, as if the eye beheld him, and as if we 
converſed with him face to face. O man, 
God is in thy heart and conſcience; God 
is in this place; in this book : and he is 
the ſame yeſterday, to-day, and for ever. 
The viſions of the Almighty to Abraham, 


are viſits of mercy to you. How eaſily 
could he draw aſide the veil which con- 


ceals him from your eyes, and where we 
ſee nothing but empty ſpace, diſcover to 
us a marſhalled hoſt of * chariots and 
* horſemen of fire. But he is to be now 
diſcerned 


L. 
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diſcerned only by the eye of faith, and we 
muſt be ſatisfied to : ſee in a glaſs darkly.” 
The awful period approaches when the 
veil ſhall drop, and we ourſelves diſembo- 4 
died ſpirits, ſhall ſee and feel, and con- . | I! 
verſe with the Father of ſpirits, —Let, _ 
ce thou God ſeeſt me,” O man! be the 4 
leading, commanding idea of thy life, in 
the city and in the field, in ſociety and in 
ſolitude, by night and by day, and when 
you come to die, you will find you have 
not far to go; to be © abſent from the 
< body” is to be © preſent with the Lord. 
Is it ſo pleaſant and improving to con- 
template the detached fragments of the 
plan of Providence and Redemption, 
which is all we can attain in this ſtate? 
What will it be in yonder world of bliſs, 
to be endowed with a capacity of com- 
prehending the whole vaſt deſign, and to 
have the harmony, connection, and depen- 
dence of the ſeveral parts, revealed to us 
by Him who is both the author and finiſh- 
er of it. Eagerly hungering after the fruit 
of this tree of life, which grows in the 
« midſt of the Paradiſe of God,” this tree 
| of 
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of knowledge of good but not of evil, 
let us be humbly and modeſtly, but care- 
fully and conſtantly ſearching the Scrip- 
tures, in which alone the way of eternal 
life 1s declared, and that life 1s in the 
Son of God. And may God give us un- 
derſtanding in all things, and to his name 
be praiſe. Amen. 


AND 


HISTORY 


HISTORY or ABRAHAM. 


LECTURE XVEL. 


JAMES Il. 23. 


AND THE SCRIPTURE WAS FULFILLED. WHICH SAITH, 
ABRAHAM BELIEVED GOD, AND IT WAS IMPUTED 
|  UNTO HIM FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS : AND HE WAS 
CALLED THE FRIEND OF GOD. Ra 


24 Of all the ret bleſſings which 
God in his exuberant goodneſs 
hath beſtowed upon mankind, one of the 
greateſt, if not the chief, is a ſincere and 
virtuous friend. Into the compoſition 
of this character enter all the amiable 
and excellent qualities which our nature 
poſſeſſes; and in a commerce of virtuous 
friendſhip, we find the exertion of the no- 
bleſt principles, and a diſplay of the wor- 
Vor. I. GR „telt 
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thieſt actions. The perſon who is ap- 
proved and eſteemed of wiſe and good 


men, muſt himſelf be wiſe and good. To 
what a pitch of dignity then is the Patri- 


arch Abraham raiſed ? Venerable in poſ- 
ſeſſing the eſteem of men; infinitely more 
venerable, as diſtinguiſhed by the appro- 
bation and friendſhip of, God. Volumes 
written in his praiſe, and containing a 
particular enumeration of his virtues, 
could not ſay more than the few words of 
the Apoſtle which have now been read. 


All that is neceſſary, in order to explain 
them, 1s to have recourſe to his hiſtory, 
to mark his character, to obſerve his con- 


duct; and on the other hand, to trace the 
diſpenſations of the Divine Providence to- 
wards him, and to attend to the manner 


in which it pleaſed God to treat him, in 


order to learn how this ſacred friendſhip 
was conſtituted, and in what it conſiſted, 
And, on the part of Abraham, we ſhall 


find cheerful and prompt obedience, un- 


bounded truſt and confidence, profound 
reverence and fervent love ; on the part 
of God, the moſt winning condeſcenſion, 
| the 
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ö 

= 
the tendereſt affection, the moſt unſhaken — "il [| 
conſtancy. One eſſential quality of true Wk 
friendſhip entered particularly into this, . 
namely, communication of purpoſe and I 
deſign. Abraham indeed could have no 6 
view or intention, but what lay open to 1 
the eye of God, as ſoon as formed within 1 
his own breaſt; but the deſigns of the 1 4 N 
Moſt High could be known to him _ — Ii 
as they were revealed. 


Wx are preſented with a very remark- EE, 
able inſtance of ſuch gracious. communi- | 11 
cation, in the cloſe of that interview, the 
commencement of which has already 
paſſed under review. — God having con- 
firmed the faith of Abraham, and reproved 
the infidelity of Sarah reſpecting the pro- 
miſed ſeed, unfolds a farther deſign he had 
in this ſolemn viſit to our world. — He Nt 
has come to execute judgment as well as i ' 
| toſhew mercy ; for © our Godisaconfum- || 
ing fire,” But the hands of Omnipo- 1 
tence are as it were bound up, till Abra- 
ham the friend of God is made acquaint- 
ed with what is meditating, ee Shall I 
| > WES. | 
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66 hide from Abraham that thing which 1 


« do?” As afterwards he ſaid to Lot, when 


he wiſhed to haſten his flight from the 
midſt of deſtruction, © eſcape thither, for 
“ cannot do any thing until thou be 
come thither.” 


Tur character given of Abraham well 


deſerves the attention of every father, of 


every maſter. For I know him, that 


te he will command his children, and his 


« houſhold after him, and they ſhall keep 
the way of the Lord, to do juſtice and 


judgment; that the Lord may bring 


upon Abraham that which he hath ſpo- 
ken of him.” * The ſecret divulged 


under this ſacred ſeal, is God's determina- 


tion ſpeedily and ſignally to deſtroy Sodom, 
and the neighbouring cities, whoſe pro- 
fligacy was arrived to ſuch a height, as 
ſuffered not juſtice to reſt, Whatever 
thoughtleſs men may think of fin, it can 
be no light thing which reaches the eter- 
nal throne, calls forth the terrors of Al- 
mighty 


* Gen, xviii, 19, 
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mighty power, and brings down the Moſt 
High from Heaven to earth. Abraham, 
juſtly alarmed at this intimation, with the 
ſympathy and tenderneſs natural to a good 
mind, takes upon him to intercede in be- 
half of his unhappy neighbours, now 
placed on the very brink of ruin. A truly 
gracious ſpirit is never harſh and unmer- 
ciful. The vileſt criminal, when deliver- 
ed up to the puniſhment he juſtly merits, 
excites compaſſion in the feeling and hu- 
mane. The perſons who themſelves moſt 
need forgiveneſs, are generally the moſt 
unrelenting, and make lighteſt of | the 
Judgments of God you others. 


Lor, allured by the beauty and ferti- 
lity of the plain of Sodom, had choſen to 
fix his reſidence there, when he parted 
from his uncle, and is now ready to pay 
dearly for the imprudence of that choice. 
When we view an object but in one light, 
that which ſtrikes us firſt, and flatters us 
moſt, and when we make choice of it for 
a few more obvious and attractive quali- 
ties, we are laying up for ourſelves ſorrow 
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and remorſe in the day when experience 


has opened our eyes to the diſcovery of 
circumſtances, unheeded or overlooked be- 


fore. In Abraham's place an ordinary 
mind would have enjoyed, at leaſt a tem- 


porary triumph, when Sodom was threat- 


ened ; the triumph of ſagacity and eaſe, 
over raſhneſs, imprudence, and danger. 
But far different concerns occupy Abra- 


ham's breaſt; concern about the intereſts 
of God's glory, and about precious ſouls 
ready to periſh. The whole interceſſory 


ſcene, is affecting in a very high degree, 
and needs no commentary to illuſtrate its 
force and beauty, I ſhall ſimply read it. 
And Abraham drew near and ſaid, Wilt 


<« thou alſo deſtroy the righteous with the 


« wicked ? Peradventure there be fifty 


« righteous within the city: wilt thou 


* alſo deſtroy, and not ſpare the place 


te for the fifty righteous that are therein; 
That be far from thee to do after this 
e manner, to ſlay the righteous with the 


« wicked, and that the righteous ſhould be 
e as the wicked: that be far from thee: 


* ſhall not the judge of all the earth do 
>: » ae? 
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te right? And the Lord faid, If I find in 
ce Sodom fifty righteous within the city, 
ce then I will ſpare all the place for their 
e fakes. And Abraham anſwered and ſaid, 
% Behold now I have taken upon me to 
te ſpeak unto the Lord, which am but 
* duſt and aſhes. Peradventure there 
* ſhall lack five of the fifty righteous: 
wilt thou deſtroy all the city for lack 


« of five? and he ſaid, if I find there 
e forty and five, I will not deſtroy it. 
e And he ſpake unto him yet again, and 
e ſaid, Peradventure there ſhall be forty 


found there: and he ſaid, I will not do 
* it for forty” s ſake. And he ſaid unto 
Fe him, Oh, let not the Lord be angry, 


ee and I will ſpeak : Peradventure there 
« ſhall thirty be found there, and he ſaid, 
„ Fwill not do it, if I find thirty there. 
be And he ſaid, Behold, now, I have taken 
upon me to ſpeak unto the Lord: Per- 


adventure there ſhall be twenty found 


there, and he ſaid, I will not deſtroy it 
* for twenty's ſake. And he ſaid, Oh let 
* not the Lord be angry, and I will ſpeak _ 


yet but this once: Peradventure ten ſhall 
„ Is 
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de he found there; and he ſaid I will not 
<« deſtroy it for ten's ſake.” * 


Ir was thus that God, and Abraham 
the friend of God, lived and converſed 
together; it was thus, this ſacred friend- 
ſhip was mutually expreſſed. The fearful 
cataſtrophe that preſently enſued, falls not 
within the deſign of the preſent Lecture, 
which is to trace the hiſtory and character 
of the Patriarch Abraham. The next time 
he is brought into our view, we behold 
him at an awful diſtance contemplating 
, that deſtruction which he could not by 
entreaty and interceſſion avert. Dreadful 
change! That beautiful plain which had 
allured the eyes of Lot in one eventful day 
converted into a vaſt ſmoking furnace. 
Cities and their inhabitants ſwallowed up 
in a deluge of fire. The Lord reigneth, 
< let the people tremble,” as 


ABRAHAM had lived ſixteen years in the 
plain of Mamre; but now, whether by the 


Par- 
| 


* Gen. xviii. 23—32. 
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particular direction of Heaven, or prompt- 
ed by a natural deſire to withdraw from a 
_ neighbourhood rendered unwholſome and 


unpleaſant by the change which had pailed 
upon it, and which inceſlantly preſented 


ſuch a tremendous monument of divine 
wrath to his eyes, he removes to the ſouth 
weſt corner of Canaan, between Kadeſh 
and Shur, near the wilderneſs, and ſo- 
journed in the kingdom of Gerar, the 


country of the Philiſtines, and which af- 

terwards was by lot aſſigned to the tribe 

of Judah. And here again, Abraham, 
through fear and ſuſpicion, is induced to 


employ the ſame deceit which he had prac- 


tiſed in Egypt, reſpecting his relation to 
Sarah, and thereby runs into the very 


danger which he meant to avoid. His 


conduct on this account 1s undoubtedly 


very reprehenſible. He was to blame for 
judging ſo diſhonourably of mankind, as 


to think ill of a people whom he knew 


not, © Surely the fear of God is not in 


cc this place : and they will ſlay me for my 


ce wife's ſake.” * Surely the fear of God 


® Gen. xx, 11. 
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was not before his own eyes, when he had 


recourſe to a ſubterfuge ſo mean, to pre- 


ſerve the honour of his wife, and his own 
life. He was to blame for employing ar- 
tifice a ſecond time, after God had extri- 
cated him ſo mercifully from his firſt error. 
Had not God ſaid, I am thy ſhield ?” and 
yet he fears where no fear was. Had not 
God ſaid, © walk before me, and be thou 
& perfect?“ And yet he yields to a flight 
| temptation. The very apology which he 
makes for his conduct, when the truth was 
brought to light, diſcovers a mind not 
perfectly ſatisfied with itſelf. © And yet 
„ indeed ſhe is my ſiſter: ſhe is the 
& daughter of my father, but not the 
© daughter of my mother; and ſhe became 
my wife,” * O, how lovely, how majeſ- 
tic is ſimple truth! It ſeeks no retirement, 
ſtands in need of no defence, is ever con- 
ſiſtent with itſelf, ever inſpires with cou- 
rage him who practiſes it. Falſhood ftrips 
the mind of it's conſcious dignity, keeps a 
man perpetually in fear, puts invention 
| con- 


| # Gen. xx. 12. 
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continually on the rack to prevent the 
means of detection. But the weakneſs of 
man ſhall not make the purpoſe of God of 
none effect. Sarah, now pregnant of the 
promiſed ſeed, is miraculoufly protected of 
Heaven, and the truth of God in Abime- 1 
lech's dream, expoſes Abraham's waking Nh, 
deception. * Surely, O Lord, the wrath | ; 
*« of man ſhall praiſe thee.” | 


ABIMELEcn, by the various uncommon 
circumſtances which had affected his family 
and kingdom, from the time that Abraham 
had come into it, being fully perſuaded 
that he was a favourite of Heaven, endea- 
vours by preſents and courteſy to attach 
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him cloſely to himſelf, and prevails with 11 
him to accept a habitation in his country. | 1 ö 
There, it was ſo determined of Providence, 140 
Sarah was delivered of the long expected | 
fon of promiſe. Time creeps or flies to Il 
us, according to our hopes or our fears | ll | 


our ſorrows or our joys; but with God, 
there is no quickneſs or ſlowneſs of pro- 
greſſion, no diſtance of place or time. 
Our eagerneſs and impatience cannot acce- 
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We our reluctance or e cannot 
retard his purpoſe a ſingle inſtant of time. 
The joy of ſuch an event is rather to be 
imagined than deſcribed. The birth of a 
child is always matter of unutterable ſa- 
tisfaction to the mother at leaſt; what 
then muſt have been the ſolid, the heart- 
felt joy of Abraham and Sarah, on the 
birth of a ſon, the heir of great poſſeſſions, 
the father and founder of a mighty nation, 
the progenitor, according to the fleſh, of 
the Saviour of the world; given by pro- 
miſe, and raiſed up by a miracle ! 


SARAH herſelf, it would appear, per- 
formed the material office of ſuckling this 
precious child; neither her high rank, 
nor abundant affluence, nor advanced 
period of life, are pleaded to exempt her 

from this taſł of nature. According to 
the cuſtom of the times, Abraham made 
a great entertainment on the day that 
Iſaac was weaned, when probably he was 
ſolemnly recognized as Abraham's heir, 
and by ſome public act inveſted with his 
rights as ſuch, This would naturally ex- 
cite 
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cite the envy and diſpleaſure of Iſhmael, 
and produced that inſolent or comtemp- 
tuous behaviour, which our tranſlation 
renders by the word © mocking,” and by 
which Sarah was ſo much incenſed, that 
ſhe infiſted on the immediate baniſhment 
of Hagar and her ſon. No created joy 
is either pure and unmixed, or of long 
continuance. Sarah's comfort is marred 
by the brutality and inſolence of Iſhmael 
to her ſon, and not improbably by the 
fear ſhe entertained of one ſo much ad- 
vanced 1n age, ſtature, and ſtrength, above 
Iſaac, and of ſuch a wild untoward diſ- 
poſition. Abraham's peace 1s deſtroyed, 
and his life embittered by the neceſſity he 
is under of driving from his houſe, his 
own child, and the unhappy mother. 
Whether the good man were criminal or 
not, in the aſſumption of Hagar as his 
concubine, ſure I am, firſt and laſt, he 
ſmarts ſeverely for it. And Iſaac, the co- 
venant head and repreſentative of the 
church, begins at an early period of life, 
indeed, to ſuffer perſecution from the 
jealouſy and malignity of the ſerpent's 
„ Me. 
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iſſue. Thus, in every ſtate and condition 
of human life, God ſets one thing againſt 
another, that we may ſtill and ever be 
brought to the recollection, that © this is 
* not our reſt We are more ſurpriſed 
at the ſlender proviſion with which Hagar 
and Iſhmael are diſmiſſed, than at the 
diſmiſſion itſelf, That the Patriarch, for 
the ſake of peace at home, ſhould conſent 
to part with the bond- woman and her 

ſon, is very conceivable; but that they 
ſhould be turned adrift into the wide 
world, without protection, without atten- 

dant, without proviſion, except fo much 
bread and water as the wretched mother 

could carry upon her own ſhoulders; 
theſe are circumſtances, which, on the 
uſual principles of human conduct, appear 
altogether ſtrange and unaccountable. But 
in God, the fatherleſs and the friendleſs 
ever find mercy. Loſt in the wilderneſs, 
outcaſt from ſociety, diſowned and re- 
jected, ready to periſh with hunger and 
thirſt, they meet with attention from 
Him who feeds the ravens, and without 
whom a ſparrow falleth not to the ground. 

We 
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Wr may well ſuppoſe that Iſhmael's 
expulſion from his father's houſe and for- 
tunes, and the way of life into which it 

forced him, would greatly increaſe his na- 
tural ferocity of temper, and contribute. 
to form and fix that character, which 
was given of him by the Angel before he 
was born, © he ſhall be a wild man; his 
<« hand will be againſt every man, and 
© every man's hand againſt him; and he 


te ſhall dwell in the preſence of all his 


ce brethren.” God brings his predictions 
to pals, not always, nor generally, by mi- 
raculous interpoſition, but by the ope- 
ration and concurrence of natural cauſes. 
<« He became an archer,” lived by declar- 


ing war on the beaſts of the field, and 
gradually brought himſelf to bear, and 


even to prefer that way of living, which 


had at firſt been obtruded upon him by 
the ſtrong hand of neceſſity. So happily is 


our nature framed, that uſe at length recon- 
ciles the mind to what was in proſpect in- 
ſupportable, and, at firſt, galling and diſ- 
treſsful. Hagar, in reſentment probably 
of the treatment ſhe had met with, in 
order 
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order to widen the breach, and to bar 
the way to reconciliation, forms a mar- 
riage for her ſon with a woman of her 
own country: from which we may con- 
clude that they went back headlong into 
idolatry. 


Tux vexation ariſing from this domeſ- 
tic diſſention has ſcarcely ſubſided, when 
Abraham finds himſelf embroiled with 
his hoſt and protector the King of Gerar. 
The ſervants of Abimelech take violent 
poſſeſſion of a well of water which the 
ſervants of Abraham had digged, and the 
quarrel is taken up by the principals 
themſelves, Such is human nature: ſuch 


is human life. From the beginning to ce 
this day, miſerable mortals have been con- EA 
| tending and ſtriving, and ſhedding each an 
| other's blood about a well of water, or TE 
| ſome ſuch ground of diſſention. The to 
| whole world is a poſſeſſion too fmall ru 
| for ambition and avarice, and ſelfiſhneſs | thi 
1 conſiders that as taken from us which ano- | no 
| ther enjoys. Happily, moderation and | rel 
. good ſenſe prevented this offence from =— 3” 
. coming | 
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coming to an open rupture. When men 
are diſpoſed to peace, punctilio is eaſily 
overlooked; but where there is a diſpoſi- 
tion to quarrel, it is eaſy to magnify the 
moſt petty neglect into an affront, and to 
make an unmeaning look the occaſion of 
a breach. The convention between Abra- 
ham and Abimelech is ratified in the moſt 
ſolemn manner, by the making, that is 
the cutting or dividing of a covenant, ac- 
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cording to the form obſerved on a much | il 
more important occaſion, and which has 14 
been deſcribed in a former Lecture: 1 | 
namely, The ratification of the covenant 10 


between God and Abraham. But why 
ſhould covenants, promiſes, oathe, be ne- 
ceſſary in the commerce of human life? 
Alas! becauſe men are falſe, treacherous, 
and perfidious. The awful manners and 
cuſtoms of times that are paſt, only ſerve 
to convince us, that in every age the cor- 
ruption of man has been ſo great upon 
the earth, that ordinary obligations will 
not bind; that without the ſanctions of 
religion, the ſenſe of honour, regard to 
the rights of mankind, and the ſuppoſed 
VOL, I. Aa rectitude 
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rectitude of human nature, are feeble and 
inefficacious. No other argument is ne- 
ceſſary to prove that our nature is de- 
praved, and that religion is neceſſary to 
man, than the neceſſity to which men 
have been reduced, in every age and na- 
tion, to ſecure and preſerve the intereſts 


of truth and juſtice, by explicit compacts, 
and ſolemn appeals to the Deity : by max- 


ing © an oath for confirmation and end 
< of all ſtrife.” Abraham dreads Abime-.- 
lech, as not having the fear of God be- 


fore his eyes. Abimelech ſtands in awe 


of Abraham as under the ſpecial protec- 


tion of Heaven: they agree in one thing, 


in revering the ſanctity of a ſolemn oath ; 


which being interpoſed, they both ſit down 


ſecure and happy; Abimelech reſts ſatis- 
fied that Abraham will do nothing to diſ- 
turb his family or government, or injure 
his perſon; Abraham, that Abimelech 
will not encroach on the rights of private 
property, or invade thoſe of conſcience. 


Tris tranſaction ſeems to have brought 
our Patriarch to a reſting place. He is 


not 


8 
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not himſelf to be a potentate in the earth, 
but a great prince courts his alliance, and. 
forms a league with him. The poſſeſſion 
of Canaan is poſtponed, but Iſaac is born. 
The ſon of the bond woman is baniſhed, 
but the ſon of the free woman lives in his 
houſe, grows, and proſpers, and increaſes 
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in ſtature, and in favour with God and | | N 
man. We ſee the good man now in the f 
ſerenity of a vigorous, placid old age, en- Fi 
joying all that this world can beſtow on a 10 
virtuous mind, united to a wholeſome con- | 9 
ſtitution; unimpaired by intemperance or g I} 

_ diſeaſe, failing only by the gradual imper- Wit; 
ceptible decays of nature; capable of en- _ | | 
| Jjoying life to the laſt, I behold the ve- 1 | 
nerable man planting his oaks in Beer- _ l | 
ſheba, ſolacing himſelf with the thought, 1 
that though his head was ſoon to be laid 11 
low, his Iſaac would in due time repoſe 5 it 
under their ſhade. How contemptible is | | 
the ſpirit which conſiders ſelf only in all Wit 
that it does! How I honour the man 1 


who lives to the end of life, nay ſtrives to 
prolong exiſtence, and ſucceeds in the at- 
l by engaging in purſuits through 
A a 2 _ which 
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which poſterity is to be benefited! We 
will now leave him in this happy tran- 
quility of life; and may his trees quickly 
riſe to ſhelter his aged head from the ſul- 
try heat of the noon-tide ſun ; and be his 
Iſaac a comfort greater than ever parent 
knew; and let the tide of benevolence 
from his honeſt heart, roll back to its 
ſource, increaſed with overflowing fulneſs 
from the ocean of everlaſting love. But 
the grove which he planted was not merely 
an amuſement for old age, or an embel- 
liſhment of his habitation, it was dedi- 
cated to God, and deſtined as a ſeat of 
devotion, there © he called on the name 
«of the Lond.” - = 


Wr bid him adieu then at this pleaſant 

reſting place of life, rejoicing in the paſt, 
and calmly waiting the hour of diſmiſſion | 
from all his trials and ſorrows, But 1 | 
dread this treacherous tranquility. Bodes | 

it not an approaching ſtorm? The event 

will ſhew. I ſhall not anticipate, but 

haſten to conclude this Lecture, with in- 

viting you to a participation in that divine 

| friend- 
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friendſhip which Abraham enjoyed, and 
from which none is excluded; for © the 
« ſecret of the Lord is with all them that 
« fear him, and he ſheweth to them his 
ce holy covenant.” What is the birth of 
an Iſaac compared to the manifeſtation of 
God in the fleſh! © To us a ſon is born, 
te to us a Saviour is given,” and © in him 
all the families of the earth are bleſſed.” 
Let the hiſtory of Abraham teach us how 
vain it is to expect unmixed happineſs 
in a world of vanity; and to dread the 
approach of calamity when we poſſeſs un- 
common eaſe. Let us adore and admire 
the wonder working hand of God, which 
unſeen directs, controls, ſubdues all crea- 
tures and all events to its own purpoſes. 
Let us truſt in the Lord and do good, and 
love, and ſpeak, and practiſe truth.— 

When we ſee the father of the faithful 
failing and faltering, let none be high 
minded but fear, and © let him that 
© thinketh he ſtandeth take heed leſt he 
* fall.” Did Providence take Iſhmael the 
outcaſt, the wild man, under its protec- 
tion? Let poor and virtuous parents 
. "A+ = take 


| 
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take encouragement to caſt the care of 5 
their helpleſs offspring on the Father of 
the fatherleſs and the Judge of the widow. 
Did one haſty ill-adviſed ſtep involve the 
Patriarch in ſuch acute and laſting diſ- 
treſs? Ponder, then, O man, the paths 
of thy feet, and beware of doing evil, in 
expectation that good may come of it. 


By caſting your eyes upon the ſacred 
Page, you will ſee what is to form the 
ſubject of the next diſcourſe. It is a topic 
. well known, and which has been fre- 
_ quently handled, but it is one of thoſe that 
will ever pleaſe and ever inſtruct. May 

God bleſs what has been ſpoken. Amen. 


| HISTORY 


HISTORY or ABRAHAM. 


LECTURE XVI. 


 HEBREWS xi. 17, 18, 19. 


BY FAITH ABRAHAM WHEN HE WAS TRIED OFFERED UP 


ISAAC: AND HE THAT HAD RECEIVED THE PROMISES 


OFFERED UP HIS ONLY BEGOTTEN SON, OF WHOM 
IT WAS SAID, THAT IN ISAAC SHALL THY SEED BE 
. CALLED: ACCOUNTING THAT GOD WAS ABLE TO 
RAISE HIM UP EVEN FROM THE DEAD: FROM 


 WHENCE ALSO HE RECEIVED HIM IN A FIGURE, 


ducting themſelves with wiſdom, and 
overcoming great difficulty by patience, 
and fortitude, and truſt in God. The 

Aa pages 


HE parts of hiſtory which pleaſe and 
> inſtruct us moſt, are thoſe which ex- 
hibit to us illuſtrious perſons in try ing ſitu- 
ations, holding faſt their integrity, con- 
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paſſages of our own lives which we re- 
collect with the greateſt ſatisfaction, and 
which we find ourſelves moſt diſpoſed to 
relate to others, are thoſe which, while 
they paſſed, were involved in the greateſt 
danger and diſtreſs. The memory of paſt 
Joys is generally inſipid and diſguſting, 
but the recollection of the perils which we 
have eſcaped, the obſtacles which we have 
ſurmounted, the miſeries which we have 
endured and overcome, is in truth the 
chief ingredient in the happineſs of our 
more tranquil days, and the conſolation 
which a life of fatigue, exertion, and ca- 
lamity, provides for the inactivity, feeble- 
_ neſs, and retirement of old age. No man 
thinks of calling to his own remembrance, 
or of deſcribing to another the feſtivity of 
an entertainment, a month after it is 
over: but the horrors of a battle or a 
ſhipwreck, are thought and talked of with 
delight, as long as we are capable of think- 
ing or ſpeaking. What a feaſt was Abra- 
ham preparing for his remaining years, by 
the ſacrifice he tendered upon Mount 
Moriah ! What ſubject of uſeful medita- 
tation, 
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tation, what an example of praiſe-worthy 
conduct, has he furniſhed to mankind, to 
the end of the world ! This is one of the 

peculiarly happy portions of hiſtory, 

which at once awaken and intereſt our 

feelings; fire the imagination ; ſeize, re- 

ſtrain, exerciſe, improve the underſtand- 

ing, and powerfully tend to affect and in- 

fluence the conduct. As a ſcene in pri- 

vate liſe, we contemplate it again and a- 
gain, with new and increaſing admiration 

and delight; as entering into, and con- 

nected with the great, the divine plan of 

Providence and Redemption, we regard it 
with religious veneration. 


Most men during the buſtling period 

of human life, amuſe themſelves with 
proſpects of retreat and tranquility in it's 

cloſe. And ſo moſt probably did Abra- 

ham. He had arrived, through much 

tribulation, at that period when nature 

wiſhes for and expects to find repoſe. 

All that a wiſe and good man could rea- 
ſonably propoſe to himſelf, he had, 

through the e of Heaven, happily 
attained. 
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attained. Religion crowned his multi- 
plied temporal comforts, and opened the 
celeſtial paradiſe to his view. Iſaac, the 
Joy of his joy, the eſſence of all his other 
felicities, 1s born, has grown up, 1s be- 
come amiable, and wiſe, and good. His 
eyes have ſeen the ſalvation of God, and 
he is ready to depart in peace, whenever 
the ſummons comes. But ah, how vain to 
think of reſt till the ſcene be cloſed indeed, 
and death have ſealed the weary eyes for 
ever! All the trials which Abraham had 
hitherto endured, are merely ſuperficial 
wounds, compared to the keen ſtroke of 
that two-edged ſword, which now pierced 
him, even © to the dividing aſunder 
te of ſoul and ſpirit, and of the joints 
and marrow.” To ſuffer baniſhment 
from his country and friends at the age of 
ſeventy-five years; to be driven by famine 

from the land of promiſe into a diſtant 
country; to have the companion of his 
youth, and the affectionate partner of all 
his fortunes, repeatedly forced from him; 
to have his domeſtic quiet diſturbed, and 
his life embittered by female jealouſy and 
reſentment; 
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reſentment ; to be reduced to the neceſſity 
of expelling his elder ſon from his houſe, 
with the ſlender proviſion of a little bread 
and water: Theſe, taken either ſeparately 
or in connection, and compared with the 
uſual afflictions to which man is expoſed, 
preſent us, it muſt be allowed, with a lot 
of great ſeverity and hardſhip, but they are 
loſt in the ſeverity of the greater wo yet 
behind. For © it came to pals after theſe 
things,“ in addition to all foregoing 
evils, and apparently to the defeating of 
the great deſigns planned by God himſelf, 
and in part executed, that God tried 
Abraham“ in this manner: Take now 
« thy ſon, thine only ſon Iſaac, whom 
« thou loveſt, and cet thee into the land of 
« Moriah; and offer him there for a burnt- 
«© offering upon one of the mountains 
e which I will tell thee of.” * 5 


| Wk mean not to go into the unneceſſary 
criticiſm which has been employed with 
perhaps a good intention, to vindicate the 
divine 


* Gen. xxli. 2. 
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divine conduct on this occaſion. Surely 
the infinitely wiſe God 1s equal to his own 
defence. He has tranſmitted to us this 
part of his procedure without rendering a 
reaſon, without making an apology : and 
it is preſumption, not piety, which ſhews 
on every occaſion, an eazerneſs to reaſon 
in his behalf. Is it not ſufficient at pre- 
ſent to ſay, that men are very incompetent 
judges of the divine conduct; that a view 
of the detached parts, cannot enable us to 
form a juſt and adequate conception of 
the whole; and that without knowing the 
ultimate end and deſign, we muſt of ne- 
ceſſity have a very imperfect idea of the 
means and inſtruments employedꝰ 


Ir were eaſy to declaim on the horrid 
idea of demanding a human ſacrifice, and 
of employing the hand of a father in a 
ſervice ſo unnatural; on the miſchief which 
might ariſe from an example ſo dreadful; 
on the maniſeſt contradiction between this 
mandate and other laws, both general and 
ſpecial : and perhaps it were as eaſy to re- 
fute all ſuch declamation, and to prove it 

nuga- 
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nugatory and abſurd. But let any man, 
learned or unlearned, read the ſtory 
throughout, and if he is not both pleaſed 
and inſtructed, he muſt be either ſtupid or 
faſtidious in a very high degree. 


In what manner the command of Hea- 
ven was communicated to Abraham, we 
are not informed. It was unqueſtionably 


conveyed with ſo much clearneſs and cer- 


tainty, as left him no poſſibility of doubt- 
ing from whom it came. And it again 
leads us to reflect on the irreſiſtible power 


which God poſſeſſes, and exerciſes, over our 


bodies and minds, whereby he can com- 
municate himſelf to us in a thouſand ways, 
of which we are able to form no concep- 


tion, and againſt which we ſhould in vain 


attempt to arm ourſelves. It appears to 
have been in the night ſeaſon: probably, 
when as on a former occaſion, God had 


e cauſed a deep ſleep, and a horrour of 


e great darkneſs to fall upon him.” 


Wrar a knell to the fond paternal 
heart! Every word in the oracle ſeems 
cal- 
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calculated to awaken ſome painful feeling, 
and to inereaſe the difficulty of compliance. 
A perſon of humanity like Abraham might 
naturally be ſuppoſed to revolt from the 
idea of a human ſacrifice, had the meaneſt 
ſlave of his houſhold been demanded, and 
had the choice of a victim been left to 
himfelf. What then muſt have been the 
emotions of his ſoul, from the moment its 
darling object was mentioned by the voice 
of God, till the mandate was completed. 
« Take now thy ſon, — this muſt have at 


once produced eagerneſs of attention in a 


mind ever awake and alive to the welfare 
and. proſperity of Iſaac. The tender man- 
ner in which God is pleaſed to deſcribe 
that favourite child, would undoubtedly 
excite the moſt pleaſing hope of ſome new 
mark of the divine regard to him; * take 
« now thy ſen, thy only ſon, Iſaac, whom 
« thou lovęſt, —and inveſt him with all the 
| honours of the promiſe, put him in poſ- 
ſeſſion of his deſtined inheritance? Ah no! 
—Turn him out a wanderer after his bro- 
ther Iſhmael, with a loaf of bread, and a 

bottle of water, for his portion? That 
had 
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had been ſevere. But more dreadful ſtill, 


ce and offer him for a burnt offering upon 


© one of the mountains which I will tell 
ec thee of.” 


ABRAHAM heſitates not, argues not. 
He who before ſtaggered not at the pro- 


miſe, ſtaggers not now at the precept 


through unbelief. As a proof of his be- 


ing in earneſt, he riſes immediately, while 
it was yet early; he makes all needful pre- 
paration for this heavy journey, and coſtly 


ſacrifice, with the utmoſt ſerenity and 


cheerfulneſs; he communicates to no one | 
the order given him, leſt the wickedneſs of 


others might have ſhaken his own firmneſs, 

or interrupted his progreſs. Having ſad- 
dled his aſs, for it was in this ſimple ſtyle, 
that the great men of the Eaſt in theſe 


better days of the world, uſed to travel ; 


having ſummoned two of his young men 


to attend and aſſiſt in the preparation, 


having called Iſaac, and cleft the wood 


for the burnt offering, they proceed to- 


gether from Beerſheba for the land of 
| Moriah. 


Josg- 
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Jos pus repreſents Iſaac at this time as 
in his twenty-fifth year, and deſcribes him, 
with much appearance of truth, as a young 
man of ſingular accompliſhments, both of 
body and of mind. The trial was, with- 
out doubt, greatly increaſed to Abraham 
by the delay, and the diſtance of the place 
of ſacrifice. Had the oracle demanded an 
inſtant offering, the immediate impreſ- 
ſion of the heavenly viſion would account 
for the ſuddenneſs and diſpatch of the ex- 


ecution. But leiſure is afforded for reflec- 


tion; parental affection has time to 
ſtrengthen itſelf; the powerful pleadings 


of nature muſt in their turn be heard; the 


oppreſſion of grief, of fatigue, of old 
age; the ſight, the ſociety, the converſation 
of Iſaac, combine their operation to make 
him relent, and return. But though nature 
knows faith, ſuch as Abraham's knows 
not, what it is to relent. With ſteady 
ſteps, and unſhaken reſolution, he ad- 
vances to the fatal ſpot, now firſt diſtin- 
guiſhed by the choice of God, for the ſcene 
of this wonderful ſacrifice; diſtinguiſhed 
in the ſequel, as the ſeat of empire and of 
| religion 
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religion among Abraham's choſen: race; and 
finally, diſtinguiſhed moſt of all, by a ſa- 
crifice infinitely more valuable and impor- 


tant, and of which this of Iſaac was but a 
ſhadow. 


OR a> 4 i —— # bf 4 
„„ 
. . , 


BEIxG arrived at the foot of the moun- 
tain, which was pointed out by ſome ſen- 
ſible token, the ſervants are left behind, 
and Abraham armed with the fire and the 
knife, and Iſaac bearing the wood deſtined 
to conſume the victim, aſcend together. 
| And now, had his faith been capable of 
failing, could his purpoſe have changed, 
the queſtion which Iſaac, in the ſimplicity 
of his heart, propoſed, muſt have triumphed 
over his reſolution, and decreed the victory 
to fleſh and blood. And Iſaac ſpake unto 
« Abraham his father. and ſaid, My fa- 
c ther: and he ſaid, here am I, my ſon: 
and he faid, Behold the fire and the 
Wood: but where is the lamb for a 


: « burnt offering? And Abraham ſaid, My | | | 
4 ſon, God will provide himſelf a lamb for a F 1 
© © burnt offering: ſo they went both of T7 [ | 
1 < them [ll 
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© them together,” * The heart that feels 


not this, is loſt to ſenſibility. Every en- 
deavour to illuſtrate or enforce it, were idle 
as an attempt to perfume the roſe, to paint 


the tulip into richer tints, or to burniſh 


the ſun into a brighter luſtre. 


Ar length with weary ſteps they arrive 


at the place which God had told him of. 


The mighty ſecret, which had hitherto la- 
boured in the anxious paternal breaſt, 


muſt at laſt be diſcloſed, and © the lamb 
e for the burnt offering” muſt be pro- 


duced. It is not the facrifice of a bullock 


or a ſheep, which are able to make no re- 


ſiſtance ; nor of a child unconſcious of its 
ſituation; but of a man, whoſe conſent 
muſt be obtained; and who either by en- 
treaty, by argument, by ſpeed, or by force, 


might have delivered himſelf. The Jewiſh 
Hiſtorian preferits us with the dialogue 


which paffed between the father and fon 
on this occaſion, ſtriking and pathetic in- 
deed, but far inferior to the beautiful ſim- 
plicity of Moſes. Having built an altar, 
having laid the wood in order upon it, 
_ anoi; 
Gen. xxil, 7, 8. 5 
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and made all other neceſſary preparation, 
the unhappy father is thus repreſented as 


communicating to the devoted victim, 
the will of the Moſt High, O my ſon, 
e begged of God in a thouſand prayers, 


* and at length unexpectedly obtained; 
* ever ſince yau were born, with what 
« tenderneſs and ſolicitude have I brought 


you up! Propoſing to myſelf no higher 
ce felicity than to ſee you become a man, 


te and to leave you the heir of my poſleſ- 


e ſions. But the God who beſtowed you 


© upon me, demands you again. Prepare 
ce then to yield the ſacrifice with alacrity. 


e give you up to him, who at all ſeaſons, 
and in all fituations, has proſecuted us 
« with loving kindneſs and tender mer- 
* cy. You came into the world under 


te the necefſity of dying; and the manner 
of your death is to be ſingular and illuſ- 
< trious, preſented in ſacrifice by your 
© own father to the great Father of all; 
* who, we may preſume, conſiders it as 


cc unfit and unbecoming, that you ſhoul d | 


* depart out of this life by diſeaſe, in war, 
e or by any other of the uſual calamities 
BDa-. 2 
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ce to which human nature is ſubject ; but 
* who waits to receive your ſpirit, as it 
* leaves the body, amidſt the prayers and 
e yows of your affectionate parent, that 
ce he may place it in perfect bleſſednefs 
„with himſelf. There, you ſhall ſtill be 
« the conſolation and ſupport of my old 
age, not indeed by your preſence and 
e converſation, but bequeathing me, when 
* you depart, the preſence and the bleſſing 
ee of the Almighty.” Iſaac, the worthy 
offspring of ſuch a father, cheerfully com- 
plies, and piouſly anſwers, * I ſhould be 
© unworthy of life, were I capable of 
% ſhewing reluctance to obey the will of 
my Father and my God. It were enough 
for me that my earthly parent alone 
ce called me to the altar, how much mor = 
«© when my heavenly F aner re- demands 
his own.” 


Hx accordingly ſubmits to be bound, 
and to be laid as a victim upon the wood. 
And now behold a fight from which na- 
ture ſhrinks back, and ſtands confounded; 
— father, lifting ad his hand armed 
— with 
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with a deadly weapon, to ſlay his only 
ſon. He is already made the ſacrifice: for 
with God intentions are acts; and he re- 
ceives his Iſaac a ſecond time from the 
hand that gave him at firſt. The voice 


of God is again heard. It is ever wel- ll 
come to the ear of faith: welcome when il 
it announces heavy tidings, welcome when oY | 
it demands an Iſaac; and O, how wel- 1 
come, when it brings glad tidings of great = | 
joy; when it ſays, © Lay not thine hand I} 
„ upon the lad, neither do thou any 1 
« thing unto him; for now I know that | 
« thou feareſt God, ſeeing thou haſt not Mi 
ce withheld thy ſon, tne only: ſon, from = 
* me!” * pe [| 
ABRAHAM propheſied without being Fi 
conſcious of it, when he ſaid, © My fon, Ut 
« God will provide himſelf a lamb for a 1 
« burnt offering :” for lo, behind © him a | | 
ram caught in a thicket by his horn: Ii} 
« and Abraham went and took the ram fn Ill 
and offered him up for a burnt offering oa N 
| B b 3 « inſtead 1 


* Gen. xxli. 12. | f 
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<« inſtead of his ſon.” * Me know but 
in part, and we prophecy in part, but 
God ſees the end from the beginning; 
he is the rock, his work is perfect, for 
ce all his ways are judgment: a God of 
ee truth and without iniquity, juſt and 
right is he.“ + 


Wirn what different feelings does the 
Patriarch deſcend from the mountain 
His Iſaac lives, and yet his ſacrifice 1s 

offered. He came to yield his deareſt 
earthly delight at the call of God, and he 
goes away enriched with new bleſlings 
and freſh promiſes. Who ever ſacrificed 
to God and was a loſer? © Who ever 
e hardened himſelf . God and proſ- 


cc 3 ? 


Ir is impoſſible that any one can be Þ 
inattentive as not to obſerve, through the 
whole of this wonderful hiſtory, the myſ- 

tery of redemption ſhadowed forth fs 
the divine conduct 1 in this trial of Abra- 
ham, 


Gen. 'xxtl. 13 7 Deut. xxxii. . 


- 
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ham, dark and inexplicable to human 
reaſon? Angels defire to look into the 
plan of Goſpel ſalvation, and are unable 
to comprehend it. Was Abraham ready 
at God's command to offer up his only 
fon for a burnt offering? God himſelf 
e ſo loved the world, that he gave his only 
= « begotten Son, that whoſoever believeth 


* in him ſhould not periſh, but have 


< everlaſting life.” * God had pity upon 


an afflicted earthly father, and a devoted 


child, and ſent his angel to deliver him : 
but God © ſpared not his own fon, but 
ce delivered him up for us all.” + Iſaac 
was ready to be lain, Jeſus was actually 
put to death.---Ifaac cheerfully ſubmitted 


to the will of Heaven, and offered his 


throat to the ſacrificing knife ; and of Je- 


ſus it is written in the ſacred Volume, 
« Lo, I come, I delight to do thy will, gs 


e God, thy law is within my heart,” 


Bb4 « he 


* John 1, 16, + Romans vill. 32. 


1 plum xl. 6, 8. 
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ee he gave himſelf for us, a ſacrifice of a 


< ſweet ſmelling ſavour unto God.” 


IS AAC having firſt typified the Saviour, 


paſſes into a type of the elect ſinner, 
bound and ſtretched upon the altar, in 


trembling apprehenſion of the fatal blow. 


He is reprieved by a voice from Heaven; 


and thus, when there was no eye to pity, 


nor hand to ſave our ſinful devoted race, 
a voice is heard from the moſt excellent 
glory, © deliver from going down to the 
< pit, I have found out a ranſom.” “1 
© have laid help on one who is mighty 
to ſave.” Behold the ram caught in 
the thicket, conducted and detained of 
Providence, and ſubſtituted as a ſacrifice 
in the room of Iſaac, and think of him 


of whom it is written, © he was wounded 


for our tranſgreſſions, he was bruiſed 
for our iniquities : the chaſtiſement of 
* our peace was upon him; and with his 
«ſtripes we are healed. All we like ſheep 


ce have gone aſtray : we have turned every 
ce one to his own way; and the Lord 
* hath laid on him the iniquity - of us 

* 


eee 
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« all,” * From the tendered ſacrifice of 
Iſaac, aroſe new proſpects and new pro- 
miſes to his family: from the death of 


Chriſt ſprung up the hope of © an inhe- 
© ritance incorruptible, undefiled, and 


<« that fadeth not away,” to all them that 


believe. The ſabſtituted ſacrifice was of 
God's appointment, providing, and accep- 
tance, both in the figurative and the real 


hiſtory, and by both we are inſtructed, 


that when men have the wiſdom to ſub- 
mit to, ' and follow God their Maker, 
they may ſafely commit the iſſue of all to 


him. 


To view the hiſtory of Abraham in de- 


tached parts, is to involve ourſelves in 


difficulty and diſtreſs,---to read patiently 


to the end, is the road to light and peace 


and joy. The prejudiced Jew, and the 
ſelf-conceited Greek, look at the croſs 


and pronounce it fooliſhneſs, or fall over 
it as a ſtumbling block; but to them that 


believe, who wait the iſſue, who look to 
7 the 


* Iſaiah lili. 5, 6, 
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the end, © Jeſus Chriſt is the power of 
God and the wiſdom of God.” Preſump- 
tuous men will take upon them to judge 
of a plan, which is not yet executed, and 
will apply to the narrow and erroneous 
ſcale of their own reaſon and underſtand- 
ing, the infinite and eternal deſigns of the 
only wiſe God. When the fabrick of 
creation was completed, God pronounced 
all to be very good, and then the 
tt morning ſtars ſang together and all the 
te ſons of God ſhouted for joy :” when the 
plan of redemption is executed, then, and 
not till then, let men or angels preſume 
to judge of the fitneſs or unfitneſs of it. 
Determine nothing before the time. The 
Lord, and the day of the Lord is at 


In meditating on this hiſtory, may it 
not be aſked---Who among you is with 
Abraham facrificing, I do not ſay, his 
lawful joys, but his ſinful luſts? Who 
among you is riſing up early, and with 
a reſolute hand, ſlaying his ſloth, his 

pride, 
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pride, his avarice, his luſt, his malignity 

before the altar of God? Who among 

you is riſing betimes to * offer unto God 
« thankſgiving ;” to contemplate the glo- 
ries of nature; to adore and admire the 
wonders of Providence; to look into the 

myſtery of redemption, and to meditate 

with new and increaſing delight, on that 
« love of Chriſt which paſſeth know- 

ce ledge?” 


THE little good which we do, we wiſh 
to be ſeen of all men: not like Abraham, i 
who would have his devotion neither wit= 1 6 
neſſed nor interrupted by any one. But J 
glory purſues true goodneſs notwithſtand- 0 ll 
ing its own modeſty and humility. Why — 
ſhould I ſuffer myſelf to be teaſed and Np 
vexed with the cavils of an unbeliever? | | 
Let him ſtart ten thouſand objections, if = 
he will, to the frame of nature, the con- — 
duct of Providence, or the method of ſalva- 
tion, I will thus ſimply reply; Do you com- 
Pprehend the whole? Are you of the privy 
council of Heaven? Can you account 
| for 


ont 
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for any thing you behold ? Do you know 
to what all theſe things tend, andi in what 
wy are to iſſue ? 5 


REST, e in general, obvious, 
uſeſul, practical truth; and know that 
devotedneſs to God is the eſſence of reli- 
gion, and the ſum of human happineſs. 
Look forward to that day when light ſhall 

ariſe out of obſcurity, when all myſteries 
ſhall be unveiled; when the faculties of 
the human mind ſhall be ſtrengthened and 
increaſed, and the objects contemplated 
ſhall be brought nearer the eye, placed 
in a fairer point of view, and irradiated 
with a fuller glory ; when God ſhall in 
the moſt complete and ſatisfactory man- 
ner vindicate his ways to men. 


Tas next Lecture will conclude tlie 
. Hiſtory of Abraham, and the propoſed 
Courſe for this ſeaſon. If to your for- 
mer attendance and kind attention, you 
will indulge me with one audience more, 
it will increaſe the affectionate regard of 
e a grateful 


| 

f it 
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a grateful heart, and afford an opportu- 

_ nity of expreſſing that gratitude at greater 
length. May God bleſs all the means of | 1 
knowledge, of piety, and of improvement. 
Amen. 


HISTORY | 
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LECTURE XVIII. 


HEBREWS xi. 13, 14, 13, 16. 


THESE ALL DIED IN FAITH, NOT HAVING RECEIVED 
THE PROMISES ; BUT HAVING SEEN THEM AFAR OFF, 


AND WERE PERSUADED OF THEM, AND EMBRACED 


THEM, AND CONFESSED THAT THEY WERE STRAN- 


| GERS AND PILGRIMS ON THE EARTH. FOR THEY 
THAT SAY SUCH THINGS DECLARE PLAINLY THAT 
THEY SEEK A COUNTRY. AND TRULY IF THEY HAD 


BEEN MINDFUL OF THAT COUNTRY FROM WHENCE 


THEY CAME OUT, THEY MIGHT HAVE HAD OPPOR- 
 TUNITY TO HAVE RETURNED: BUT NOW THEY DE- 
SIRE A BETTER COUNTRY, THAT IS, AN HEAVENLY, 


WHEREFORE GOD IS NOT ASHAMED TO BE CALLED 


THEIR GOD; FOR HE HATH PREPARED F * THEM A 


CITY. 


HAT is the amount of human life ? 
vanity and vexation of ſpirit. All 
our wanderings tend towards the. grave, 
The anxieties and ſolicitude, the hopes 
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and fears, the diſappointments and ſuc- 
* ceſſes which alternately occupy and agitate 
the mind, at length come to one iſſue, and 
all-conquering death ſettles the account, 
The time 1s at length come that Sarah 
muſt pay the debt of nature. That beauty 
which conjugal affection doated on, and 
which princes coveted, becomes deformed 
with wrinkles; the cold hand of death 
_ chills the fond maternal heart, and even 
the delight of an Iſaac is enjoyed no more. 
The Jewiſh Rabbins, fruitful in legends, 
_ affirm, that grief for the ſacrifice of Iſaac 
| ſhortened her life. For that the Devil, 
who had exulted in the proſpect of ſeeing = 
Iſaac periſh by the knife of his father, to 
revenge himſelf for the diſappointment 
which he felt upon his deliverance by 
the Angel, conveyed intelligence to Sarah 
that the ſacrifice was actually performed; 
which news ſpeedily proved fatal to her. 
As if the oppreſſive weight of one hundred 
and twenty-ſeven years did not ſuffici- 
ently account for the death of a frail wo- 
man, without the neceſſity of a preterna- 
tural interpoſition. ae 


* 


 AFFECT= 


LECT, XVIII.] HISTORY OF ABRAHAM, 401 


AFFECTING change! The eyes of Abra- 
ham himſelf cannot now endure to look 
upon her, whom once he ſhuddered to 
think that the eyes of another ſhould be- 
hold with too much deſire; and he is 
now. as eager to bury her out of his ſight, 
as he formerly was to retain the poſleſ- 


fion of her wholly to himſelf. Let the 
beautiful and the vain, the gay, the ad- 


mired, and the flattered, think of this and 


be humble. The latter end of her life, 


however, is better than the beginning. 


Tormented with the unaccompliſhed defire 
of having children, ſubjected to all the 


| hardſhips of a pilgrimage ſtate, and ſtung 
with the keen pangs of jealouſy almoſt 


up to her ninetieth year, life at length 
ſubſides into a delightful calm of thirty- 
ſeven years more, cheered and cheriſhed 
by the unabated affection of her beloved 


lord, and bleſſed with the progreſs and 
accompliſhments of the ſon of her womb, 
Haac, the favourite of God and man. But 
ſhe muſt finally make one remove more; 
not to that country from which ſhe came 

Vol. I. Ce bout, 
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out, but to that land from whoſe bourne 
te no traveller returns.” A partaker as of 
the fortunes, ſo of the faith of Abraham, 
ſhe ſees the promiſes afar off, is perſuaded 
of them and embraces them; defires and 
looks for another country, that is, an 
3 rr | 


Gop had l to * and his | 
ſeed the poſſeſſion of Canaan, and lo, it 
commences in the purchaſe, at their full 
value, of a little field and a cave, for a 

burying place. He had been threatened 
with a ſevere ſtroke in the demanded ſa- 
crifice of Iſaac, he is made to feel one in 
the loſs of Sarah. The mellowed friend- 
ſhip of ſo many years, and union ce- 
mented at laſt by ſo dear a pledge, could 
not be diſſolved without pain. Abraham 1 
is ſenſible of his loſs, and bewails it. His 
religion is not of that ſort which values 
itſelf on doing violence to nature; he 
knows nothing of that vain philoſophy 
which affects to deny what it feels; nei- 
ther has an old age of one hundred and 
1 thirty- 
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thirty-ſeven years, extinguiſhed in the 
heart thoſe tender emotions, which the 
deprivation of an object, once fair, and þ 
ever dear, naturally excites. He who does 
not weep on ſuch an occaſion as this, is 
ſomething more or leſs than a man. But 
to perſevere in bewailing the dead, to the | 
neglect of our duty to the living, 1s both | 
folly and impiety. Abraham's ſorrow en- ; 
eroaches upon none of the valuable princi- 
ples of a good mind. His whole conduct 
in the purchaſe of the field of Ephron the 
Hittite, and the cave of Machpelah, exhi- 
bits a ſoul replete with the moſt amiable | 
and reſpectable virtues. Tender and af- | 
fectionate, he is defirous of honouring in 
death, the remains of what he prized in 
life. Noble-minded, generous, and inde- 
_ pendent, he refuſes to ſhew reſpect to the | | 
memory of Sarah with that which coſt — 
him nothing. Civil and polite, he repays 
the courteſy of his neighbours with atta- 
bility and condeſcenſion. . Scrupulouſly 
juſt and honeſt, he will give nothing leſs 
than the full price, and in full tale, weight, 
. | and 
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and purity, for what was frankly tendered 
him as a gift. The dialogue of the twen- 
ty-third chapter 1s a maſterly picture of 
the beautiful ſimplicity of ancient man- 
ners, and exhibits a ſtrife of unaffected 1 
| kindneſs, good-nature, and civility, which 2 
at once pleaſes and inſtructs. - Let me be- 
ſeech you to perule it carefully when op- 0 
portunity offers. Would to God ſuch | 
contentions were more frequent in the 
world. The purchaſe 1s made, the price 
1s paid, poſſeſſion is made ſure, and then 
was Sarah buried. And thus, firſt, Abra- 
ham became ſeiſed of the land of promiſe. 
So differently does Providence ſhape events 
from our preconception of them, 


Ir is worthy of obſervation, that this 

is the firſt money tranſaction which we 
read of in the world. Till then, and long 
after, both among the poſterity of Abra- 
ham and other nations, wealth was eſti- ; 
mated by the number, and quality of cat= | 
tle; and cattle were the principal inftru- Þ 
ments of commerce, Thus we read in 
TO” R —_ 
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many places of Homer, of a coat of mail 
worth an hundred oxen ; a caldron worth 
twenty ſheep; a cup or goblet worth 


twelve lambs, and the hke. The words 


belonging to commerce, or exchange, of 


commodities, in the Greek language, are 
moſtly derived from the names of certain 


animals, by means of which that exchange 


was originally carried on. Thus the word 


itſelf which ſignifies to frucłk or commute 
one kind of goods for another, 1s derived 
from that which ſignifies a lamb; * the 
verb which is tranſlated 0 ſell, comes 
from the noun, which tranſlated, ſignifies 


a colt or young horſe; + the Greek word, 
which in our language is to buy, comes 


from that which ſignifies an aſs : f the 


term that denotes rent or revenue, and that 
which ſignifies a /beep, are of kindred com- 


poſition and import, F A criminal, ac- 
cording to the magnitude of his guilt, 
was condemned to pay a fine of four, 
twelve, or an hundred oxen, U A wealthy 


Ceq' = perſon 


* <pwola, from h T r from Two. Þ d 
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perſon is called a man of many lambs. * 
Two rival brothers are repreſented in He- 
fiod, as fighting with each other about 


the ſheep of their father; that is, contend- 
ing who ſhould be his heir. But even ſo 


early as the time of Abraham, we find 
filver employed as a more commodious 
mean of traffick; and the concurrence of 
all civilized and commercial nations, to 
this day, in employing the precious me- 


tals for this purpoſe, is a proof, how early 


men learned the wiſdom of this world; 
and diſcovers to us, how readily they in- 


vent, how accurately tkey reaſon, and 
how prudently they act, in matters that 


are conducive to their temporal intereſt 
and advantage. But to return 


By the death of Sarah, the care and 


anxiety about the dear object of their 
common affection becomes naturally much 
increaſed to the ſurviving parent. Iſaac 


was now arrived at man's eſtate, and it is 
fit that the heir of the promiſe ſhould be 


eſtabliſhed in a family of his own. For 
how are the promiſes of God brought in- 


to 
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to effect, but by the intervention of the 


means which nature and Providence have 


appointed? Abraham, with the ſolici- 
tude of a good father, 1s deſirous of match- 


ing his ſon, rather prudently and pouſly, 
than nobly or wealthily, In theſe days of 


ſimplicity and nature, the partner for life 
was ſought after, not for the largeneſs of 


her poſſeſſions; but gold, and filver, and 
jewels, were employed to court beauty and 


virtue to their proper ſphere of impor- 


tance and uſefulneſs in life. Abraham 


judges it unwile to marry | his ſon into 4 


_ Hittite family, becauſe they had deviated 
from the worſhip of the true God. He 


could eſteem their hoſpitality, kindneſs, 


and civility, as they deſerved, without fal- 
ling in love with their religion. And he 

who cannot make this diſtinction muſt 

either be unfaithful to God, or unfriendly 


to man. Aﬀecting view of the corrup- 


tion and degeneracy of human nature! 


That Iſaac, the fon of faithful Abra- 
ham, ſhould be deemed in greater danger 
of being perverted by an idolatrous wife, 
than that a woman of Canaan ſhould be 

Cc4 con- 
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converted to the worſhip of the living and 
true God, by a believing huſband. 


_ I8Aaac, it would appear, devoted to re- 
tirement and contemplation, little at- 


tached himſelf to the concerns of this 


life. The management of his affairs, and 
his ſettlement in the world, he leaves to 
the wiſdom of his father, and the fidelity of 
an ancient domeſtic. The journey of that 


ſervant into Meſopotamia, and the ſuc- 


ceſs of it, belong more properly to the 
hiſtory of Iſaac. As far as Abraham is 
concerned in it, we behold a holy man 


acknowledging God in all his ways, and 


making the ordinary concerns of life a re- 
ligious ſervice: and we ſee God, in re- 


turn, directing every ſtep to a happy iſ- 


ſue. 


_ Havins ſeen his beloved ſon ſettled en- 
tirely to his ſatisfaction, he enters again 


himſelf into the honourable ſtate of mar- 
Triage, and is bleſſed in it by a progeny of 


ſix ſons and ten grand-children born in 
his life-time. In order to prevent ſtrife 


after 
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after his death, as far as human ſagacity 
and foreſight could do it, and knowing 


that property is the great ſource of con- 


tention among men, he ſettles his worldly 
affairs, bequeathing the great bulk of his 
fortune to Iſaac, the ſon of his firſt and 
principal wife; following in this the deſ- 
tination of Providence, and fulfilling the 


condition of the covenant under which 
Rebekah was induced to become Iſaac's 


wife. He makes a ſuitable proviſion for 
the younger branches of his family, and 


ſends them, by dint of his paternal au- 
thority, into a diſtant part of the country, 
while he yet lived, that the quiet and 


peaceable temper of Iſaac might not be 


expoſed to diſturbance and trouble, from 
the neighbourhood of ambitious, violent, 


or avaricious brothers, . after his death. 


 TrarT fatal period at length overtakes 
him alſo, and he comes to the grave, 
* like as a ſhock of corn cometh in his 
« ſeaſon,” in a good old age, © an old 
e man, and full of years,” at the age 


of one hundred three-ſcore and fit- 
| | WE (> 
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teen. A life ſhorter by far than any we 


have hitherto ſtudied, but much fuller of 
incidents and events. A life chequered 
with ancommon trials, and bleſſings as 
extraordinary, A life diſtinguiſhed by 
the moſt brilliant virtues which adorn hu- 
man nature, but not wholly exempted 
from its frailties and infirmities. Abra- 


ham purchaſed a grave for Sarah. 


Alas! he was only providing a habitation 
for himſelf! How ſhort, how unimportant 
the diſtance between the funeral rites which 


we prepare, and thoſe which are prepared 
for us! VOY SELF fb. 


Bur can this be all that God intended 


to beſtow upon our Patriarch by promiſes 


ſo lofty, conveyed in language fo folemn ? 
Was it for this he was called to leave his 


country and his father's houſe? Did viſion 
upon viſion, covenant upon covenant, pro 
miſe upon promiſe, conduct only to a little 
cave in Hebron? Was the favour of the 
Almighty, the all-bountiful Jehovah, ex- 


preſſed to the man whom he dignified b 
95 . | TS the 
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the title of his friend, only by ſuch things 
as are the common gifts of his Providence 
to all, and which are often beſtowed on 


the vileſt and moſt worthleſs of mankind? 


If the grave were to terminate the exiſt- 


ence of man, ſuch queſtions would be in- 
deed of difficult ſolution. But the diffi- 


culty of them ſcatters and diſperſes before 


one word of God, ſpoken three hundred 
and thirty years after the Patriarch's death, 
even to Moſes at the Buſh in Horeb. 1 


am the God of Abraham. His relation to 


God was as entire three centuries after his 


body was conſumed in duſt in Machpelah, 
as when he was entertaining angels in 
Mamre, or ſacrificing upon Mount Mo- 


riah, © God is not the God of the dead, 
e but of the living.” To Him, and for 


Him, and with Him, now live the faithful 


of all paſt ages, and precious is their very 


duſt in his ſight.— Judge nothing then 


before the time, till the day come which 
ſhall unfold the purpoſe of Heaven, which 


ſhall clear up the myſtery of Providence, 
and fully vindicate the ways of God to 
man. 


Ir 
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Ir appears that ſome intercourſe be- 
tween Iſhmael and his father's family had 
been kept up; for we find him apprized 
of Abraham's death, and aſſiſting at his 
funeral. He muſt be a wild man indeed, 
not to have been tamed, at leaſt into a 
temporary ſorrow, by ſuch an event, and 
melted into forgetfulneſs of all paſt re- 
ſentments, by the death of a father. Pro- 
vidence wiſely produces this good effect, 
by the common calamities wherewith fa- 
milies are viſited; they tend to reconcile 
the alienated, they extinguiſh bitterneſs 
and ſtrife, they re-kindle the dying embers 
of filial duty and brotherly love. Iſaac 
and Iſhmael, men of different natures, of 
oppoſite intereſts, rivals from the womb, 
forget all animoſity, and mingle tears over 
a father's tomb. : 

IT remains in conformity to our plan, 
that we point out in a few particulars, the 
reſemblance betwixt Abraham and Chriſt, 
that we may ſee wherein the former ty- 
pified the latter. 


ABRA- 
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AnRAnar, at God's command, leaving 
his country, and his father's houſe, points 
to us obviouſly, Jeſus, at the fulneſs of 
time, leaving Heaven's glory, and the bo- 
ſom of the Father, and coming into our 
world, and living a pilgrim and a ſtranger 
in it, —Abraham, in a land which was his 
own by the gift and promiſe of God, ne- 
vertheleſs obtained no fixed reſidence in it, 
but wandered about from place to place ; 
Jeſus in a world which he made and up- 


holds, which is is by the moſt undeniable 


title, was without a place where to lay 


his head.— Abraham was called the friend 


of God, and to him God communicated 
his purpoſes of mercy and of judgment: 
Jeſus the only begotten Son who is in the 
boſom of the Father, and knows intimately 
the mind of the Lord, he hath declared 


him.—With Abraham God eſtabliſhed the 


political covenants which ſecured to him 


and his family the poſſeſſion of Canaan, 


and all the temporal and ſpiritual bleſ- 
ſings of a tranſitory and preparatory eco- 
nomy ; Jeſus is the Mediator of a better 


covenant, eſtabliſhed upon better pro- 


mules; 
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miſes ; even the covenant of redemption, 


whereby the kingdom of Heaven, and eter- 


nal life, are made ſure to all his fpiritual 
ſeed ; for thus it is written of him, I 
e have made a covenant with my choſen, 
* I have ſworn unto David my ſervant, 


thy ſeed will I eſtabliſh for ever, and 
© build up thy throne to all genecations ;” 


and “according to his abundant mercy, 


“he hath begotten us again unto a lively 


e hope, by the reſurrection of Jeſus Chriſt 
* from the dead, to an inheritance incor- 


* ruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth not 
E away.“ —In Abraham, we venerate the 
natural head of a great family, raiſed up, 

_ multiplied, preſerved, and diſtinguiſhed by 
the hand of Providence to this day. Of 


Chriſt, © the whole family of Heaven,” 
and all the families of the earth * are 


te named,” and he is before all things 


*« and by him all things conſiſt.” —Abra- 


ham ſtands forth the typifical repreſenta- 


tive, father, and pattern of believers : 
Chriſt is © the head of the body the church,” 
the real ſource of a ſpiritual and divine 
life to all them who believe. L 
ABRA- 
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ABRAHAM's interceſſion in behalf of 
Sodom, and Chriſt's lamentation over Je- 
ruſalem, are a beautiful and ſtriking coun- 
terpart to each other. The ſacrifices which 
Abraham and Chriſt reſpectively offered 
up unto God, wonderfully illuſtrate and 
explain one another. 


Bur in the midſt of fo many marks of 
reſemblance, who does not by a glance diſ- 
cern as many characters of diſſimilitude; 
and an infinite ſuperiority claimed by him, 
who © in all thngs mult have the pre-emi- 
* nence?” Who ſhall declare his genera- 
of tion, hd faith of himſelf, before Abra- 
« ham was, I am?” Abraham was a man 
of like paſſions with us, and even the fa- 
ther of the faithful ſtumbled and fell; 
| Jeſus was © holy, harmleſs, undefiled, and 
« ſeparate from ſinners,” and the prince of 
this world himſelf, when he came, found 
nothing in him. Abraham was ready to 
offer up Iſaac: Chriſt actually offered 
himſelf, © a ſacrifice of a ſweet ſmelling 
« ſavour unto God.” The faith of Abra- 
ham could not redeem him from death ; 
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the power of Chriſt triumphed over the 
grave.—The firſt covenants, being of a 
.temporary nature, having fulfilled their 


deſign, are paſſed away. The New Teſta- 


ment in the blood of Chriſt, being for 


everlaſting, continues in full force, and 
ſhall laſt while ſun and moon endure, nay 
* when © all theſe things ſhall be diſ- 
ſolved.” 


BEIN o arrived at one of the great epochs 


in the hiſtory of the world, we ſhall juſt 
for a moment look back, and mark the 


link which connected this period with the 


flood, and even with the antediluvian world; 
giving you only names and dates for the 
ſake of brevity. Sem the ſecond ſon of 
Noah, and father of Arphaxad and of all 


the children of Heber, to whom the family 
jewel, that is, the promiſe of the Meſſiah, 
was committed, who ſaw two of the great 
calamities of the world and outlived them, 


the deluge, and the confuſion of lan- 
| guages, and who lived no doubt to ſee and 

rejoice in Abraham and Iſaac as the heirs 

of the promiſe; Shem, 1 ſay, is the great 


link 
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link of theſe two eras of the world. For, 
he lived before the flood ninety-eight years, 
and after it five hundred and two, of con- 
ſequence he died only twenty-five years 
before Abraham. His life accordingly 
may be calculated thus, with regard to the 
great perſons and events with which he 
was connected. Before the flood he lived 
ninety-eight years. After the birth of his 
own ſon Arphaxad five hundred. After 
the death of Arphaxad ſixty-one. After 
the death of Noah one hundred and fifty- 
two. After the confuſion of tongues 
three hundred and forty-eight. After the 
death of Sarah thirteen. Before the birth 
of Jacob ten. Before the birth of Moſes | 
two hundred and ſeventy-five. When 
Abraham was one hundred and fifty years 
old, Iſaac fifty, and before the deſcent into | 
Egypt one hundred and forty. The chro- 
nology of Abraham's life, according to the 
Scripture account, ſtands thus, He died 
in the one hundred and ſeventy-fifth year 
of his age, and of the world two thouſand 
one hundred and eighty-three. Before the 
birth of Chriſt one thouſand eight hun- 
—— BM . 
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dred and twenty-one. After he diſcom- 
fited and flew Chedelaomer and the other 
kings ninety-one. After the intended 
ſacrifice of Iſaac fifty. After the death of 
Sarah thirty-eight. After his marriage 
with Keturah thirty-five. After the death 
of Shem twenty-five. Before the deſcent 
into Egypt one hundred and fifteen, When 
Iſaac was ſeventy-five years old; Eſau and 
Jacob fifteen; Iſhmael eighty-nine, and 
Heber his great grandfather, from whom 
the name of Hebrew comes, four hun- 
dred and fixty. © By faith he ſojourned 
© in the land of promiſe as in a ſtrange 
* country, dwelling in tents with Iſaac and 
&* Jacob, the heirs with him of the ſame 
te promiſe,” and when he gave up the 
ghoſt, was buriedin the cave of Machpelah 
near Mamre, by his ſons Iſaac and Iſh- 
mael. 


Axp thus, my dear friends, we have, 
through the help of God, finiſhed the firſt 
part of the plan of theſe Lectures. And 
the ſeaſon of interruption and ſeparation 
being now come, per mit me, with a heart 
over- 


» 


LECT. xviII.] HISTORY OF ABRAHAM. 419 


overflowing with affection and gratitude, 
to return you my ſincere thanks, for your 
regular attendance, and patient attention. 

' You were invited hither with much hu- 
mility and diffidence ; you have come hi- 
ther with much alacrity and ſteadineſs, 
and you muſt not depart hence, without 
bearing along with you the grateful ac- 
knowledgments of the Lecturer. He has 
the conſolation of believing, that as nei- 
ther he, nor his undertaking, are the crea- 
tures of party, or of human ſyſtem, nor 

aim at any intereſt, but thoſe of virtue, 
good ſenſe, and religion, ſo they have been 

_ encouraged by wiſe and good men of va- 
rious ſects and denominations. He hum- 
bly hopes he has interfered with the hap- 
pineſs, fame, or uſefulneſs of no good man 
whatever. If he has led any one to read 
the Bible more carefully, to trace the con- 
nection betwixt the Old and New Teſta- 
ment characters, inſtitutions, and events, 

more accurately; to trace the ways of 

Providence more cloſely; or to feel the 

powers of a world to come ſenſibly, verily 
he has his reward. 


Bur 
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Bur he affects not faſtidiouſly to under- 
value ſome conſiderations of inferior im- 


portance—he dwells with ſecret delight on 


the diſintereſted attachment and generous 


ſervices of his private friends : his heart 


glows at the public marks of regard he 
has received; and the temporal emolument 
ariſing from his labours he receives with 
much thankfulneſs to you, and to that 
kind Providence, which 1s pleaſed to ſmile 


- upon another effort to rear up a numerous 
family. May the kindneſs you have ſnewin 
the Preacher return a thouſand fold upon 


your own heads. The God of Love be 
= with you all. Amen. 


END OF VOL. I. 


